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ABSTRACT

A study on informel’s reception and development in the

Honam region

-Centering on Yang Su-a’s painting world-

Kang So Hyun

Advisor : Prof. Jo Song-Sik. Ph. D.
Department of Aesthetics and Art History
Graduate School of Chosun University

The Informel as a sign of Korean contemporary art has an important meaning as
a collective art movement in the Korean art history. Korean Informel was ignited
with a formation of an avant-garde group titled <Association of Contemporary
Artists> in 1957 along with declation of the anti—national competition by four artists.

<Painting No.1> submitted by Park Seo-bo in the 3rd Exhibition of
Contemporary Artists Association has been called the first Informel painting in
Korea and critics such as Bang Geun-taek, Lee Gu-yeol, Lee Gyong-seong and Kim
Young-joo prepared a theoretical base of Informel centering on Park Seo—bo and the
Association of Contemporary Artists.

Meanwhile, Informel painting was attempted individually by Gang Yong-un and
Yang Su—a preceeding the Informel Movement of the central painting circle in Honam
Province. Abstract paintings by them from Honam painting circles which were
recognized as a birthplace of concrete painting are noteworthy.

Abstract painting activities in Honam Province began with the solo exhibition of
Bae Dong-sin, a western painter in 1946 followed by <Dongkingman Invitational
Exhibition> where abstract paintings were exhibited centering on Gang Yong-un in

1948. At the same year, Informel paintings were introduced in Yang Su-a’s solo



exhibition.

Yang Su-a had access to new trend of art while studying art in Japan when he
was young. His pioneering painting world began there.

At that time, the avant garde art movement led by 'Independence Association’ or
" Association of 1930 Year ' prevailed in Japan which was influenced by Fauvism or
Ecole de Paris. His abstract paintings were activated since mid-1950s in Gwangju
and the number of abstract paintings increased and they were getting more complete.

The artistic works which were made in mid-1960s were enthusiastic abstraction
like Jackson Pollock or Jean Fautrier.

He was actively engaged in abstraction before abstraction was recognized in
Honam Painting circles and nurturing the second generation of abstract artists from
Gwangju Teachers’ College which was separated from Gwangju College of Teachers(
Opened in March, 1938 ).

Yang Su-a’s activities began with participation in the Invitational Exhibition of
Contemporary Artists which was held in Seoul in 1957. Local painters were
encouraged to participate in the exhibition rather than artists from the central painting
circles. Yang Su-a submitted paintings from the 2nd exhibition and published the
criticism of the works of art submitted. That i1s, he actively participated both in
creation and criticism.

From then, he sought for more violent Informel painting. He is a great and
important painter in the history of Korean contemporary painting as he pioneered in
realization of abstraction even in poverty and isolation. Therefore, it is meaningful to
the history of Korean art that Informel of Honam was reevaluated through such

pioneer.
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