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ABSTRACT

A Study on China's Korean Peninsula Policy
— Focus on Kim Dae—jung Government —
Li, Xiaojun
Advisor: Prof. Oh, Soo- Yol, Ph.D

Depar tment of Politics and Diplomacy
Graduate School of Chosun University

China's economic construction has been selected and pushed forward as the top
priority of the national policy since Deng Xiaoping announced the reform and
opening up in 1978. In order to realize this it requires a stable surrounding
environment. China's surrounding areas, including the Korean peninsula must
maintain stable and peaceful state that China can promote economic development.
Therefore the creation of favorable, stable and peaceful surroundings for
economic development has been an essential foreign policy task for China.

Korean Peninsula has been China’ s strategic communication center of
maintaining China" s safety. And China's Korean Peninsula policy has been
divided toward North Korea and South Korea being greatly influenced from the
surrounding powers the United States and Japan. Since the diplomatic
relationship between China and South Korea was established in 1992, especially
during the Kim Dae-jung government, in the political field, leaders of both
Sides have many exchanges of visits and meetings in multilateral activities on
the international arena, which have promoted mutual understanding and trust and
enhanced the development of bilateral relations. On the economic front, the
mutual ly beneficial cooperation between the two countries has been constantly

deepened and the two sides have become important trading partners. On the other



hand in the Northeast Asia, US, Japan and South Korea have not established the
normal diplomatic relation with North Korea until now. At the same time there
are various constitutive contradictions, historical piled-up grievances and
territory conflicts among those nations in Northeast Asia, all which fall
Northeast Asia into unsafe situation. It is important for China to deal with the
Sino-North Korean relations, which is beneficial to develop friendly relation
between China and her neighbor in the complicated and diversified region
environment.

This thesis analyzed China's Korean Peninsula policy during the period of
President Kim Dae—jung when facing the American attempt to dominate the
peninsula and the Northeastern Asian region, China kept continuing to
consol idate and improve Sino-ROK friendship, to actively push the North and the
South to solve the peninsula issue independently, and in this way to ensure its

floor and influence on the peninsula issues.
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