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ABSTRACT

A Study on the way to vitalize Modern
Drinking Tea Space

Hong, Jeong-Sook
Advisor : Prof. Kim Ha Rim, Ph. D.
Department of International Tea Culture

Graduate School of Chosun University

Modern tea drinking gives a great meaning to enjoy having tea
culturally and artistically according to a group or an individual taste
because tea culture has been rapidly extended to the general public owing
to the economic growth and cultural enjoyment and the space for drinking
tea has been emerged as that of important communication in our life In
addition, the space for drinking tea is kept as a variable space lacking
identity or is built with various forms having obscure nationality.  This
study is to present a desirable form and direction of the space for
drinking tea which has been recognized as an important of tea culture as
modern space for drinking tea can be used as the space for
communication, cultural enjoyment and meditation of modern people when
it is harmonized with the characteristics of traditional tea drinking space
and modern human life.

Therefore, traditional space for drinking tea was used for training body
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and mind based on the functions and spirit of tea, and writing poems,
painting and watering flowers were used as a part of mental discipline.
The Four Gracious Plants which are called the symbol of scholar were
also chosen to make such an artificial space for drinking tea and express
their mental world as the various performance arts with plum, orchid,
chrysanthemum and bamboo and to enhance the meaning of drinking tea.

It seems that it was resulted from human mind to return to nature.
The harmony of such acts and spirit made the space for drinking tea that
of creating a novelty and have the feature of shaping the beauty. It
might be the manifestation of spirit to give a priority to the intellectual’s
pursuit of self. The harmony of such acts and spirit made the space for
drinking tea that of creating a novelty and have the feature of shaping
the beauty.

Drinking tea was composed of three factors including tea, nature and
human, but space was essential. With the above contents, this study
examined definition and components of space for drinking tea, classified
the features of space for drinking tea shown in Korea, China and Japan
through poetries and pictures which were the symbols of pleasure in the
space for drinking tea, and compared common and different aspects of
space for drinking tea among the three countries. Also it investigated the
characteristics of space for drinking tea with the Four Gracious Plants
which were the spiritual foundation of high officials and examined their
devotion to enhance it to the highest play culture. The renaissance in the
space for drinking tea was the innovation of literature and creation based
on literature and art. The best advantage of the space for drinking tea
was its use for creation.

The present study defined the space for drinking tea as follows;
First, it is the space of care to enhance the health of body and mind.

Second, it is the space of self-discipline. Third, it is the space for

- viii -



sociality and exchange. Fourth, it is that for art and culture to discuss
poem, painting and writing. Fifth, it is for resting to refresh energy.
Sixth, it 1s for education of children and youth in the age of materialism.
Therefore, how to succeed the features of past space for drinking tea
should be considered.

The space for drinking tea in modern sense can be divided into three;
traditional, modern and complex space for drinking tea. Middle-aged
generation preferred noble, easy and traditional tea space and young
generation wanted the modern space with practicality and functionality,
but future space to orient the popularization of tea culture beyond
generation should be complex tea space. Therefore, the space for drinking
tea has been extended to the area of culture and art and the 21st century
1s changing into the age of pursuing spirit, culture and art. Furthermore,
the concept of space should be converted into that of creation, enjoyment
and feeling convenience beyond that of stay, life and production. After
all, the concept of space is not confined to a specific place but is the
place of feeling pleasure and convenience within in.

The space for drinking tea should be complex space where 1S open one
to be close with the public. allows self-direction, communication,
networking, guarantees diversity, enjoys freedom and is accompanied by
tea culture education. The space for drinking tea with the mixture of
concepts of culture and art suitable to consumers’ lifestyles is required.

It is to create the place where a third culture can be created with
functionality and convenience as the space that tradition and modern
correspond because the space for drinking tea can be the medication of
mind modern times need. As the development of digital technology
orients ubiquitous environment, a true cultural space for drinking tea

should be created to be felt like a part of environment around us.
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