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Abstract

Humanistic Relations on Colonialism

in E. M. Foster's A Passage to India

Kim Eun-jin

Faculty Advisor: Prof. Choe Han-yong, Ph.D.
Department of English Language

and Literature

Graduate School of Chosun University

The purpose of this paper is to discuss some problems of human
relations from the colonial perspective shown in A Passage to India
(1924) by E. M. Forster.

It discusses division including conflict and confusion that the
figures experience in the colonial situation through the human
relationship between the British, colonial rulers and Indians,
subjects and it is never simple. Therefore, to establish true human
relationships by person-to—person in division spread to various
aspects, the method to overcome this division should be presented and
it should be based on human understanding.

In chapter Il, understanding the ideological background of the novel
through the background and ideologies expressed throughout the novel.
In chapter Ill, racial conflicts of characters were handled with
respect to psychological and cultural perspective. |t was aimed to
reveal that a narrow-mindedness and dichotomy of thought, with which
colonial rulers ruled political situations, deepened foreign ethnic
feelings and encouraged ethnical split and animosity, by focusing on

an ethnic or cultural conflict between the English and Indians.



Moreover, unique narration, description and images of Indian
landscape which are shown in the work are also found to have colonial
influences. In chapter IV, the intention of the author is to clarify
the latent premise: 'possibility of harmony and balance of foreign
people'. Forster stipulates a true effort between two parties who
seek order in more tolerant and universal viewpoints, in the
disordered and various worlds. In the conclusion, Forster intends to
stress, while there is the potential to overcome, through 'tolerance
and reconciliation', these difficulties suffer in the course of
making the effort to understand the nature and universe of humans.
Characters in this novel show the limits in overcoming foreign ethnic
senses while not knowing principles of the nature and the universe
without losing a sense of colonial ideology.

A Passage to India was published when India was still a colony of
England, in 1924, and dealt with a very sensitive issue which was
enough to arouse criticism both socially and politically. Despite
those conditions, Forster tried to objectively describe the colonial
reality of India, focusing on the nature of colonialism. He shows
that colonialism is not just for domination, oppression and ignoring
the Orient by criticizing the British in the work. However, by just
describing some impressions of Indians and India, Forster himself
describes all of the properties of the Orient, it is shown that he
was also not free from political reality, the British Empire and the

prejudice of the West against the Orient.
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2 20 HIIE LSOEMN WU XL HIIZMO fIXE &10ol
OtACH. ES(Lionel Trilling)2 12 TZAHE,; (E. M. Forster)0l
A 0o =2

F B0l S JHXIDF A1, S HOTH RACIDLE HH

Tl=s ZES 2291 ol == |gst Hotctld AT ' St oY
A" of & ZAHS e B2 It AU Y= w2t Xdole
OtSC=2 x3tetd g = QUL

E. M. Forster is for me the only living novelist who can
read again and agin and who, after each reading, fives me
what few writers can give us after our first days of

novel-reading the sensation of having learned something.2
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o]l 22 Sofl G &a0t/U= = AEIt= AMOIOA &2
XHXIGHA &
strong position among living British novelists.)"3)
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s T

Ct. (Through this work, Forster maintains a
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XHOI0Il CHGOH ChA(G. K. Das)
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= [

JISHLZRH 2 AR0 0lI2= el HIS0l HS&E0lD o
#Hel M==2ct2 2= 255 ZHFUE A0l Btoll, AM&
Ol GAEQ A2z kS ZARO=E E0lAM 2 X0IE
== HS0IU

2) Lionel Trilling, £. M. Forster (Oxford: University Press,1983), p. 85.
3) Norman Page, £. M. Forster (London: Macmillan Education Ltd., 1987), p
10.



Several novelists from Kipling to Paul Scott have given us
enchanting fictionalized pictures of imperial India... but
the distinction of A Passage to India lies in the fact that
it registers the transitional moment of British India's
transformation into a new India with a disenchantingly

realistic and historical vision.4

192090 = =0l ==o6t) JUAY S=20 =0l AMOl2 2SS U=F
0 Ase 0 HSF2 MUK UM EUHXs A2 TOE &F22 R&0I
L EXI" 9g = MBI S & DAt UCH ofXIgt 0 HE=2
E=ol X0 28 H0leIIE0s REAMOtD CHe AANAN ENE
Hode 2o =5, ety FE Oloicte HEUA FLA= A
S0 28t H0ICH =8 32 B2z det Ol=% 08 &&0 d
st QIEDF QIZtat Aol Chst als OtE & Aes R01J] W20

i

>
M
10
o I
n "

(The opinions expressed in the book is that the microcosm of the

modern wor |d containing various races, doctrines, class organization,

—

objectives and aspiration all conflict with each other.)"s)0lel= A

oS 890l UL EAHE Q2EESH0 e 2SS WH &2 HIZ
o

& RFo AlHlg HZotn UL

EAEDE =ols SRE FHe UE & AU2ZE UHEZHAE 2T
A OS2 t=Hel JiX2 oldas A3 = e Jisds 2051
1 QIZERAHI0 JIXIE S= AW0ICH. d= Al JIES HeIF2ATZ 7

4) G. K. Das, "A Passage to India: A Socio-Historical Study," A Passage to
India: Essays in Interpretation, Ed. John Beer (London: Macmillan, 1985),
p. 1.

5) John Sayer Martin, E. M. Forster: The Endless Journey (Cambridge:
Cambr idge University Press, 1977), p. 143.
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In the cave it is either a man, or the supernatural, or an
illusion. And even if | know! My writing mind therefore is a

blur here — i.e. | will it to remain a blur, and to be

7) G. K. Das and John Beer(eds.), E. M. Forster: A Human Exploration
(London: Macmillan Press, 1979), p. 1 OlAl Xjel= &t
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bathing-steps on the river front, as the ganges happens not

indeed here is no river front, and bazaars

to be holy here;

shut out the wide and shifting panorama of the stream. The

streets are mean, the temples ineffective, and though a few

fine houses exist they are hidden away in gardens and down

(21)

alleys whose filth deters all bout the invited guests.
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Houses do fall,

It

inhabitants of mud
planned, with a red-brick Club on its brow, and further back

shrinking there,

the
repel .

moving. So ahead, so monotonous is everything that meets the

it

into the soil.
does

swelling here,
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neither

.It charms not,
a grocer's and a cemetery's and the bungalows are disposed

eyes, that when the Ganges come down in might be expected to
people are frowned and left rotting, but the general outline

some low but indestructible form of life.

The very wood seems made of mud,
of the town persist,

wash the excrescence back



along roads that intersect at right angles. |t has nothing
in it, and only the view is beautiful; it shares nothing

with the city except the overarching sky. (22-23)

Ol OLXl EEHSl ot=01 'Olche Jtsd, & =2 10l AL0I2 3t&f
o Jtsd '8l B0 FIl= oGtAIe, 1 =20l Lol XILEXl 20t el&
BIAe S&EE stefe Ot 2 AlZ2t0l 28t dolctes XS 20lotd
UCH. £, dt=2 ALK DIXHAZ 2cl=0 Eots 015 ARO

o 2tAS = dES 2F2 Uels o2te & a2 =
gilte HE Zoli=10 RUCH. O OelE HEo| AdMdeE SEHZNH &
HE otltE2 2M= ot= M UOo As 0= O Z5e g0 2st A
OICt. OIZX Ot= &2+ ctst ZeotllE otk && Z2eldd U= 2

i
T
0

oIzl &2 EMIMA HUHOICH U E2UHAM 20l = b

=
Jb St® OIDIXI 2 SHolD Eot22 SUOIU ZZNE

There is something hostile in that soil. It either yields,
and the foot sinks into a depression, or else it is
unexpectedly rigid and sharp, pressing stones or crystals
against the tread. (36)

OIZS AlDIX QICO RE 22 2ALNUCH "HEXC 2L D&
WA P2 ool ZE2 S0IY 210 o= o ZS0 0/2IHK
O 2SO g0l BI EHUUNEO JtD, 'ERS FIs 22 UEH

16) Norman Page, op. c¢it., p. 100.
17) J. B. Beer, The Achievement of E. M. Forster (London: Lowe & Brydon
Ltd., 1968), p. 147 E=x.
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have never known anything but disaster
The whole weight of my authority is

twenty-five years...
Intercourse, yes. Courtesy, by all means.

I
English people and
never .
have been

if everything has hone smoothly,

have had

I
twenty-five years
when
intimate socially.
it.
and

A &2,
intimacy-never,
years,

against

resul t
20) E. M. Forster, Abinger Harvest (New York: Harcourt, 1964), p. 5.




been mutual respect and esteem, it is because both peoples
kept to this simple rule. New-comers set our traditions
aside, and in an instant what you see happens, the work of
years is undone and the good name of my District ruined for

a generation." (205)
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They all become exactly the same - not worse, not better. |
give any Englishman two years, be he Turton or Burton. it is
only the difference of a letter. And | give any Englishwoman

six months. All are exactly alike. (26)
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21) Mary lego, E. M. Forster: A Literary Life (London: Macmillan Press,
1995), p. 66.
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hard to understand

not." (154)
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no earthly invitation can embrace it. All incitations
must proceed from heaven perhaps; perhaps it is futile for
men to initiate their own unity, they do but widen the gulfs
between them by the attempt. (59)

QIXIBHARRE HIXIHH A E 228 H=2010 21E0l9l 2= JR
A0 dl= OldetE HEAIID] 2
M2 AROIOI Ci2lE == IHEI(A party to bridge the gulf between

and West.)"(48)¢! Ee|Xl HIEINAMN SEHCH M2 S 2tAS
HAZ SSHE IEINE =+otd WEIN €22 =0e &0l
NUHE HEEX 2Rotd, OS01 Jqs = E£8F HUA ZE &F +
Aelotd At s fI2= S0l SEohH =1 /JL, 1 4
Het 'ot= 801 A WHOE D UCH

u2 =k = SMotetE Mg, 82 €2
Ol Ot BHEZHO o501 2822 LS 20D JUJYCH &
A9 Olo&EE2 HIIM ELHK €= X &ALt of= Fli= ot=
HdME FS=, of=20 O s8e FLIHI EMot= I OtE

It £ HHOl=E

Some kites hovered overhead, impartial, over the Kites
passed the mass of a wvulture, and with an impartiality
exceeding all, the sky, not deeply coloured but translucent,
poured light from its whole circumference. It seemed

unlikely that the series stopped here. Beyond the sky must

_20_



more

the skies,

not there be something that overarches all

(62)

impartial even than they? Beyond which again....
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to hold this wretched country

"I am out here to work, mind,

a

missionary or a Labour Member or

['m not a

by force.

just a
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sympathetic literary man.

vague sentimental

it's the profession you wanted me

servant of the Government;
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to choose myself, and that's that. We're not pleasant in
India, and we don't intent to be pleasant. We've something

more important to do. (75)

OJfet LictE 822 ®XAot)| o 2 Us "EXNE AtlH 2R =&
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The Government's efforts ar control only contributed to that
maximisation. Calculated fragmentation was its method of

protecting the corporate izzat, prestige, of the British

Raj....23)
H=2=29 AA IIXE EWF= 0 22 222 Hidll= s22sS O
OHOI0IH HAIXt=Z EHEGH= A0l EHEtCH. = UEE X018 JIEL=2
SIS ML ZelAldle He g= Ao SIS HetE 8o =
cl, ChAl 2ol XIbH =clolA mtadE 240IC.

Lot 0 232 H2F=2AE XtHd= £35l, AQIXHHALE T XIHHAHS] €l
X XO0I0l et O [telo BHEE FAtotl JACH 0148t IEE XH0|
Of Hx, Mo LU 2o A2 A0l XHHASl XIfct= 2l
Aol 252t AQIRl QIO CHEr F=2XHHel BYHS =lAI|LD FUst

22) Malcolm Bradbury, "Two Passage to |India: Forster as Victorian and
Modern," Aspects of E. M. Forster (London: Macmillan Press, 1978). p. 135.
23) Mary Lego, op. c¢it., p. 65.
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He did not mean to be rude to the two man, but the only link

the could be conscious of with an Indian was the official,

As private

to be his subordinate.

happened

and neither

(106)

individuals the forgot them.
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There they were! Politics again. "It's a question | can't

get my mind on to," he replied. "I'm out here personally
because | needed a job. | cannot tell you why England is
here or whether she ought to be here. It's beyond me."...
"I''m delighted to be here too — that's my answer, there's my
only excuse. | can't tell you anything about fairness. It
mayn't have been fair | should have been born. | take up
some other fellow's air, don't |, whenever | breathe? Still,

['m glad it's happened, and |'m glad |'m out here. However
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big a badmash one is - if one's happy in consequence, that

is some justification." (146)
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The effeteness of liberal codes in the colonial situation is
established in the novel by the catastrophic failure of
British and Indian to sustain personal relations.... But
perhaps the most eloguent demonstration of liberalism's
importance is its inability to offer any opposition to the

enemies of its values.26)
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26) Benita Parry, "The Politics of Representation in A Passage to India," E.
M. Forster. Ed. Jeremy Tambling (London: Macmillan Press, 1995), p. 139.
27) Homi Bhabha, The Location of Culture (London: Routledge, 1994), p. 73.
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chap,

"Aziz, have you figured out what this picnic will cost you?"
my dear

"Sh!



hundreds of rupees. The completed account will be too
awful... |f money goes, money comes. |f money stays, death
comes. Did you ever hear that useful Urdu proverb?"

"My proverbs are: A penny saved is a penny earned; A stitch
in time saves nine; Look before you leap; and the British
Empire rests on them. You will never kick us out, you know,

until you cease employing M.L.'s and such." (200-01)
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28) Reuben A. Brower, "The Twilight of the Double Vision: Symbol and Irony
in A Passage to India," £. M. Forster: A Passage to India, Ed. Bradbury

_28_



JtJt Otetgr S =0l

)
ok

Ju
ot

<+

]
1)

ol
Ul
il

-

KO

_lu_
110

<

=
1o

ol

jild

UL,

g A

=
S

UHE & 0
ol He

Ul JHe
o s=

AS

0l 25 AN UCH.

Xl

e
]

f

&1

I.

OtR2H T 20Xl 220t &

=
[a—

HII &0l

ok, =22

t

2
[

M0

o)
0o
_lu_
(e}
mo

-

mo

ol

_

oJ

9]

)

D
D

ol

ilo]
Ul

Ul
oJ

gl

m]
110
D

oI
TH

ot0d

MXIl A

E‘I-

KA

o

of

o
F

M A

b

L2 &

¢

Even when they open towards the sun,

They are dark caves.

into

light penetrates down the entrance tunnel

little

very

There is little to see, and no eye to

the circular chamber.

see it, until the visitor arrives for his five minutes, and

rises in the

flame

Immediately another

strikes a match.

like an

depths of the rock and moves towards the surface

the walls of the circular chamber have

imprisoned spirit;

120 &£,

(London: The Macmillan Press, 1970), p.
29) Rukun Advani, E. M. Forster As Critic (London: Croom Helm, 1984), p. 28
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been most marvellously polished. The two flames approach and
strive to unite, but cannot, because one of them breathes

air, the other stone. (161)
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In the caves you come face—-to-face with the oldest thing in
the world: you meet something you can meet nowhere else. It
is nothing you can see, feel or touch. In the caves there is
nothingness.... Unity is impossible in the cave. Opposites
remain separate, distinct, irreconcilable. The cave is
extraordinary, and the extraordinary events of the cave

outweigh everything else. It is evil.30)

S=01 RPOHR0AH &2 AHIE BH ZQICH otXIg 1 AlHlel S
Of dU0id=s S22 SN Uot2t. M5 s=2 2422 S0HUS [ 22
2 Hel Aug ¥ Sth. AHFE S0l OIS & S=2 EME 3711 s8X
A Z2etotth, 2SI e g Y, E&80 SFHELE OtLict RAIR
A Bioteldt ASSIHAM HE BN Q2Uell &0 S0, 498

30) Jonah Raskin, The Mythology of Ilmperialism (New York: A Delta Book,
1971), p. 259.
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all resembled corpses, and the train itself

In the twilight,

it moved-a coffin from the scientific

seemed dead though

(201)

north which troubled the scenery four times a day.
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then nature remembers
This man
among the thin-hammed,
its garbage had nourished
Pulling the rope

Herz & Robert K. Martin

its categories impress her.
Judish Scherer
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its rubbish heaps.

eds.

low birth. When that strange race nears the
(London: Macmillan Press, 1982), p. 274 &X.

yet he was of the city,
he would end on

Indians of
the physical perfection that she accomplished elsewhere, and

flat-chested mediocrities of Chandrapore he stood out as

He had the strength and beauty that sometimes come to flower
throws out a god-not many, but one here and there, to prove

dust and is condemned as untouchable,

to society how little

divine,

him,

in
would have been notable anywhere:

33) Vasant A. Shahane, "Forster's Inner Passage to India", E. M. Forster:
Centenary Revaluation,




toward him, relaxing it rhythmically, sending swirls of air
over others, receiving none himself, he seemed apart from

human destinies, a male fate, a winnower of souls. (266)

2 Stel0iAlE Of HAEMA elt&S0l €23l= = 011&e 224
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2 20U= HXSS OAl OlHZ Jretetald UCH 12 A2 4l
S0l Ot&etol A Ol S0l 0tLt otdE= Akl 2ot UCH

FOUSS0AH &2 sK8 FES Mg 1 s=01 '21 s='0lcts
2101 MEZH0IE 0| A2 §ES 2o ?of H= Otetdt s=2
LTl 2ol HAXCH MEES OFXIZ=DJF 22 Ol==0t otLlct & &
= 2010l S0t S=0l olegl=S S0tE/ACtD FZ0| =FHe. OtKIX
o &S0l HS A OIR= elJt Z2H0CH 2K S04 =S HEO0ILE
1 S=2otAE O = 2010l 20Re0lct= 20l JddIJ JrEsr eleel
S9 RSB Z mNRlo Feloz QAFGHKISH ZLIDJF Aalel (LDt
0101 E=2=2 ORle=e MAS Sol =1, Jdit das 200 2
O AMX =otH 23 & 2401 OtLiLk= HIH0l el&el= AOIOIA €O
O RO0Re2 01801 'HADA AR 2t QEA 01522 EE
=20 20= ZSS0A BHHIIHEA A0l 20Ltd, Ol EEOUA S
=0IS2 HE=2 0tRe & Z=otA RotH =Ch. XISoHuA AFZSt
L0 2210l OtXNIEE & '8lF A0l H0l o HEW CHAl 20t
LHCH.

Hz2lse "sEe=s0H 2= =Ret gdHE = X2 JIY90IH,
DE A2 0I0l I (Your perception, however instantaneous, consists
then in an incalculable multitude of remembered elements; and in truth
every perception is already memory.)"34)0l2t0 &HSHC.
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34) Henry Bergson, Matter and Memory, trans. Nancy Margaret Paul and W.
Scott Palmer (New York: Dover Publications, Inc,, 2004), p. 194.
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The echo, Ilike the mirrored flame of which it is the
auditory equivalent, is the product of individual

consciousness: it is another sensory imoression within the

illusory and finite world.37)

35) Barbara Rosecrane, "A Passage to India: Forster's Narrative Vision,"
Modern Critical Interpretations: E. M. Forster's A Passage to India, eds.
Harold Bloom & Kim Welsch (New York: Chelsea Houses Publishers, 1987), p.
78.

36) Beer, op. cit., p. 159.
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applauded a song, something no development. This restfulness
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all, it is the social equivalent of Yoga. When the whirring
of action ceases, it becomes visible, and reveals a
civilization which the West can disturb but will never
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"You and | shall be friends."

"Why can't we be friends now? ...It's what | want. It's what
you want."

But the horses didn't want it-they swerved apart; the earth
didn't want it, sending up ricks through which riders must
pass single file; the temples, the tank, the jail, the
palace, the birds, the carrion, the Guest House, that came
into view as they issued from the gap and saw Mau breath:

they didn't want it, they said in their hundred voices, "No

41) Roger Ebbaston & Neale Catherine, E. M. Forster: A Passage to India,
(Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1986), p. 83.
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not yet," and the sky said "No, not there." (388)
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The novel arrives not at a synthesis but at a recognition of
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[imitations. The reconciliations of the conclusion are

tender but qualified and self-questioning.42)
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A Passage to India describes such a going away.... |t seems

to me that individuals progress alternately by loneliness
and intimacy.... The King's' view over-simplified people:
that | think was its defect. We are more complicated, also
richer, then it knew, and affection grows more difficult

than it used to be, and also more glorious.43)
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42) Claude J. Summers. op. cit., p. 183-84.
43) Furbank, op. cit., p. 124 Mol
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1951), p. 67.
47) E. M. Forster, "Tolerance," Two Cheers for Democracy (New York: Harcourt

1951), p. 48

Ck.
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.I
Harcourt Brace & World, Inc,.

46) E. M. Forster, "What | Believe," Two Cheers for Democracy (New York:
Brace & World, Inc,.
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