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ABSTRACT

Psychopathology in victims of sexual assault

Park Jung-In
Advisor : Prof. Kim Sang-Hoon M.D. Ph.D
Department of Medicine,

Graduate School of Chosun University

Objectives This study was wundertaken to identify the clinical and

psychological characteristics in victims of sexual assault.

Methods A consecutive series of 71 cases refered from a one-stop center as
victims of sexual assault was assessed in hospital and follow—ups. The
demographic data, relationship to their perpetrator, the characteristics of the
assault (place, type), the psychopathology following sexual assault, and
variables affecting the severity of the psychopatholy or follow—up treatment

were analyzed.

Results The majority (49.3%) of victims were between 11 and 19 years of age.
The victims showed a significantly greater prevalence of acute stress
disorder(35.2%), as well as post-traumatic stress disorder(15.2%), mood
disorder and others. In the psychological test, they showed high scores of
BAl(mean 27.58), BDI(mean 30.18), Pa profile(mean 65.59). Number of follow

up visits was influenced by perpetrators of sexual assault. (P<0.05)



Conclusion This study showed that most victims of sexual assault suffer from

severe anxiety, depression, paranoid tendency and so on. Intervening

variables was relationship with the perpetrators.

KEY WORDS : Sexual assault, BAI, BDI, MMPI
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Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics in victims of sexual assault

Variables Number(%)
(n=71)
Sex Female 71 (100)
11= and <20 years 35 (49.3)
20= and <30 years 23 (32.4)
Age 30= and <40 years 7 (9.9)
40=< and <50 years 5 (7.0)
50= 1(1.4)
Both parents 36 (50.7)
Family Single parent 17 (24.0)
structure Orphange 3 4.2)
Unknown 15 (21.1D
Student 44 (62.0)
Office workers 4 (5.6)
Occupation
No job 13 (18.3)
Unknown 10 (14.1D
Unmarried 60 (84.5)
I\;I;rtizl Married 5 (7.0
Divorced 6 (8.5)
Christianism 8 (11.3)
Buddhism 1 (1.4)
Religion Catholicism 1 (1.4)
None 16 (22.5)
Unknown 45 (63.4)
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Table 2. Characteristcs of sexual assault

Variabl Number(%)
r
ariables (h=71)
Stranger 24 (33.8)
Family members 6 (8.5)
Relationship Ex. sex partner 3 (4.2)
with the
perpetrator Friends, Colleague 22 (31.0)
Neighbor 5 (7.0)
Others 11 (15.5)
House of the victims 14 (19.7)
House of the abuser 6 (8.5)
Place of Stay room 12 (16.9)
sexual
assault An outing place 9 (12.7)
Car 5 (7.0)
Unknown 25 (35.2)
44 (62.0
Types of Indecent (62.0)
sexual Rape 19 (26.7)
assault Others 8 (11.3)
Drunken state 14 (19.7)
Alcohol Undrunken state 49 (69.0)
Unknown 8 (11.3)
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Table 3. Psychopatholgy of victims of sexual assault

Number(%)

Variables Mean
Acute stress disorder
25(35.2)
i Post traumatic stress disroder 11(15.2)
inical
diagnosis Adjustment disorder 8(11.6)
(n=71)
Major d ive disrod
ajor depressive disroder 15.6)
Others
23(32.4)
<22
13(40.6)
22 <2
BAI score and <27 1(3.1)
= +
(n=32) 97< and <32 27.58+17.14
5(15.7)
32=
13(40.6)
<10
3(9.4)
10= and <16
BDI score 2(6.2)
(n=32) 30.18+14.07
16= and <24 5(15.6)
24 < 22(68.8)
Number of <1
.. 21(29.6)
Visit
= >1
(n=71) 50(70.4)

BAI: Beck Anxiety Scale, BDI: Beck Depression Scale
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Table 4. MMPI-2 profile of victims of sexual assault

Number(%)
(h=32) Mean

Hs=65 8 (25.0) 56.41+10.54
D=65 9 (28.1) 61.09+£13.07
Hy=65 9 (28.1) 56.34+£11.16
Pd=65 11 (34.3) 62.03+£11.97
Mf=65 2 (6.2) 50.19£10.05
Pa=65 16 (50.0) 65.59+15.53
Pt=65 15 (46.8) 64.69+13.68
Sc=65 16 (50.0) 64.41+£13.81
Ma=65 3 (9.3) 53.47+8.6

Si=65 13 (40.6) 56.41+11.57

MMPI-2: Minnesota multiphasic personality inventory—2

Hs: hypochondriases, D: depression, Hy: hysteria, Pd: psychopathic deviate
Mf: masculinity-Femininity, Pa: paranoia, Sc: schizophrenia, Ma: hypomania,
Si: social introversion
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Table 5. Factors related to number of follow up visits

severity
Chi—square Significance
Place of sexual assault 1.59
Relationship with the perpetrator 3.36 P<.0O5
Type of sexual assault 2.38
BAI Score 2.50
BDI Score 0.49

BAI: Beck Anxiety Scale, BDI: Beck Depression Scale
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