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ABSTRACT

A Study on Modern Water and Ink Paintings

Focused on Blurring of Indian Ink and Void Space

- with Researcher’'s Works -

Cheon, Myeong eon

Advisor @ Prof. Kim Jong—- kyoung
Department of Fine Art

Graduate School of Chosun Univ.

Contemporary styles and modes of art go through imitation and
transformation in pursuit of modern expression reflecting elements of the
times. Throughout the world, modern expression has continuously drawn

attention.

This study delves into the blurring of Indian ink, the void space and a
range of techniques used in water and ink paintings as the major modes
of Oriental paintings to represent the inner transcendental world of
painters, one of the formative components in water and ink paintings,

with a view to derive contemporary expression from such paintings.

Besides, considering the sense of unity with nature as the spirit of
Oriental paintings, the present study identifies Confucianist, Taoist and
Buddhist ideas underlying water and ink paintings so as to speculate on
diverse interpretations inherent in the void space and the blurring of
Indian ink through the formativeness of the traditional void space. In

sum, the present study inquires into the direction contemporary Korean



paintings should take based on the blurring of Indian ink and the wvoid

space.

Currently, the concept of the void space and relevant techniques need
be reinterpreted from modern perspectives in the sense that the blurring
of Indian ink and the void space are not just formal aspects but also
serve as some space for speculation, representing artists’ world of inner
spirit, regarding which this study clarifies right perception and

conception.

I have made efforts to adopt and apply unique styles and spirits of
Oriental paintings to the sense of contemporary Korean paintings.
Analysing my own works assuming a series of these processes is a
re—interpretation of diversity and beauty of the void space as the major

element of Oriental paintings.

The concepts of the blurring of Indian ink and the void space root in
Confucianist and Taoist ideas and philosophy and should be considered
from the perspectives of Taoism and Confucianism representing Oriental
faiths. To be specific, chapter II seeks systematic and in—depth perception
of the spirit, vital energy, lines and gradation of Oriental water and ink

paintings.

Chapter III examines characteristics of water and ink paintings,
aesthetics of lines and expressiveness and formativeness of both void and
entire space focused on the blurring of Indian ink to find out application
of new perspectives in conjunction with the religious ideas that have
influenced traditional Oriental paintings in terms of absolute thoughts and

philosophy.

Chapter IV analyses the blurring techniques of Indian ink, the concept
of the void space and the changing process of styles represented in the
investigator’s works. In creating art works, I advocate unity and creative
spirit through understanding and practice of modern application based on
traditional concept of the void space. At the same time, I pursue new

styles of expression beyond the conventional approaches.



Water and ink paintings emphasize spiritual aspects. Among formative
elements possibly regarded as the attributes and techniques of water and
ink paintings, line drawing, blurring of ink and void space create both
transcendental inner world and utopia of artists. Focusing on these three
aspects, the tendencies of my works are comparatively analysed in order

to shape a central axis for future directions of my creation.

As such, the present study establishes the starting points of materials,
forms and processes to find directions for further development of my

future works.
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