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ABSTRACT

Looking for a modern Korea painting and the
representation of the urban landscape

— Based on my work —

Kim, Hee Jun
Advisor : Prof. Kim, Jong Kyoung
Department of Fine Art

Graduate School of Chosun Univ.

Artists desire to express their vivid emotion inside the mind through
their works of art. The reality of those expression has sentimental
meaning composed by the spirit, and it is revealed to the specific and
substantive world. | have studied and worked in the field of Oriental
painting for several years, and | give a more meaning to studying for
the principle of existence which enables visible phenomenon, rather
than drawing the phenomenon as it is shown.

As the generation changes, the common feature of modern artists seem
to be expressed by their personal painting style, and the expressed
content seem to be the whole of artists' intellectual and emotional
experience. Ink-and-wash painting has also expressed the human spirit
and emotion as the results of each generations. | think ink-and-wash
painting should be studied in more active ways by spiritual dimension

rather than now it is being treated, and its formative art value should



be studied in modern and experimental way. Thus, | contemplated about
features and developments of modern ink-and wash painting. Also, |
tried to help one understanding the value system as a modern idiom, and
studied in modern and experimental way to figure out its formative
modern art value from demands of the times, just |ike other paintings.

| examined its technical expressional field to find its spiritual
background out, and put the metaphorical expression by implication
which is one of the features of modern ink-and-wash painting, and
which is able to be felt with spectators. | also tried to find the
necessity of spirit which has been the spirit of oriental art, and to
interpret my own work in depth.

| tried to express a modern Korean style city using 'muk' which is a
major material of oriental painting, and to approach in diverse
expression techniques. Nowadays, many parts of the Korean society were
urbanized, and it is now a kind of natural environment as the time
passes by. | could carefully say that it seems that the Real Landscape
Painting of old artists are changing into the Real Townscape Painting
due to the change of the generation.

Based on a traditional style ink-and-wash painting, | concentrated on
reconstituting the image of the city using modern modeling sense, and

studied to use the coincidental effect of 'muk' and 'hanji' effectively
to take one more step into modernized world. This use of brush full of
life and coincidence of the spread of ink gave a shape of image on
created space. At the same time, it also has a beauty of space, so that
it comes to have a harmonious formation. In ink-and-wash painting, the

image created from the relationship of 'muk' and 'hanji' is decided by
the spirit of the artist, rather than by the real image it is.
In other words, ink—and-wash painting could be told to be imagery art

since it changes according to the spirit of the artist. Just like the



society which changes from the past to the present, and from the
present to the future, concept and means of expression of the
ink—and-wash painting will be changed, so my means of working as well.
However, | think the fundamental techniques of ink—and-wash painting
or the effect of coincidence would be forever. Among the techniques,
having features of ink to be more flexible and to express deep spirit
is the most important thing, and it dedicates to recreating and
reconstituting the independent spirit of the artist. Thus, | myself
chose to modify an image subjectively and to use a spread of ink
effectively for reconstituting on space. At the same time, | also tried
to seek for the possibility of rich ink-and-wash expression through the
harmony of 'muk' and 'hanji'.

| think it still leaves many chances to the formless personal
expression making pictorial inner world by the things; The space
representing microcosm which could be shown through the world of
spirits of ink-and-wash painting, free lines which represent the inner

side of the artist with hidden suggestions, the expression of 'muk'
Drawing itself does not simply mean imitating the outer form of object,
and | could say that all the picture stand for all the meaning because
it is all from all the spirit the artist has. These are appeared to be
the personal concept of Korean painting, and it focuses on apprehending
and figuring out the whole essence depending on the way how to express
through the ink-and-wash technique. In the field of technique, |
reconstituted new images for each works to express inner mind due to
urbanization using traditional materials. There, however, were more
difficulty to find new modern formativeness out, and | realized
settling ideological system to be the most difficult thing which is

only possible when it accompanies a strenuous effort.



By that, | am willing to deliberate the character of my own art in
depth, so that | will study more to go forth to both traditional and
modern expressions in depth.

| am looking forward to analyze works and to improve my works through
this study curriculum. Also, | will seek for the better way to work and

study to improve more and more.

* muk : Korean traditional art material which is a kind of ink stick
* hanji : Korean traditional paper which is often used in ink—and-wash

painting
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