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ABSTRACT

Comparative Study on Chunhyangjeon
and Poetic Drama Set to Music
of the Yuan Dynasty

--Regarding the Romance of West Chamber, A Tumbledown Cave and
On the Wall and Horseback as the comparative targets

Liu Han-Han
Advisor : Prof. Kim Su-Jung. Ph.D.
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School of Chosun University

The story of the two characters, Chunhyang and Lee Mongryong, was
presented in the form of Seolhwa at the very beginning, developed in the form of
Pansori by Gwangda, and further spread in the form of novel. During its
progressive development, Chunhyangga was the source of the novel of
Chunhyangjeon. Chunhyangga took a unique and traditional form of integrated arts
which was initiated in Korean. Due to its progressive phase of Pansori,
Chunhyangjeon carried the characteristics of oral literature shared by Pansori novels
and at the same time, it is also a satire to the society and an exposure of people’s
life during the process of its development.

The Romance of West Chamber is one of the best works in Chinese ancient

literature. Moreover, it is often to be taken as the arguing and researching target by



the scholars due to its far-reaching effect on Korean ancient literature. The story of
the heroine, Yingying, originated from a legend of A4 Biography of Yingying in
Tang dynasty and was demonstrated in various artificial formsin Song and Jin
dynasty and finally got its form of poetic drama set to music in Yuan dynasty.
During the process of its development, the Romance of West Chamber not only
adopted the most popular folk artistic forms in different times but also changes its
contents and characteristics accordingly.

Like the Romance of West Chamber, A Tumbledown Cave produced by Wang
Shifu was based on the story of a real person in Song Dynasty who was called Lv
Mengzheng. Although its literary achievement couldn’t exceed that of the Romance
of West Chamber, it holds a unique literary value and status in the history of
Chinese ancient Drama Literature for its beautiful melody and sharp personality.
Furthermore, On the Wall and Horseback by Bai Pu, and the Romance of West
Chamber were both regarded as one of the Four Big Love Dramas in the Yuan
Dynasty. It originated from a very popular poem of Silver Bottle in the Well
Bottom by Bai Juyi of Tang Dynasty.

Like Chunhyangjeon, at different phases of its development, the production of
the above three poetic dramas set to music of Yuan Dynasty was well affected by
the people’s likes and dislikes at that time. Therefore, all the works included
people’s consciousness of the two countries of different times.

Comparative study between Chunhyangjeon and Chinese classic literature has
started long time before in the Sino-Korean literary circles and already gained a lot
of achievements. But unfortunately, the targets of the comparative study on
Chunhyangjeon mainly focused on the Romance of West Chamber, the Peony
Pavilion, as well as the Injustice suffered by Douer and other very few works,
which has some limitations. Thus, the dissertation expands the comparative targets

of Chunhyangjeon. These targets not only include the Romance of West Chamber



which is well known to Korean literary circles but also cover A Tumbledown
Cave and On the Wall and Horseback which are not so well known to Korean

literary circles.

The dissertation aims at fully presenting specific politics, economy, culture
and people’s consciousness embodied in the works of post-Korean period and Yuan
Dynasty in China through comparative study on the contents, structure, conflicts,
characters as well as themes of the Pansori novel and masterpieces of the poetic
drama set to music in Yuan Dynasty. A certain role is expected to play in help
people have a better and more comprehensive understanding of the characteristics of
Chunhyangjeon as an ethnic literature through the literary comparison of different

ethnic groups.

Key Words: Chunhyangjeon, the Romance of West Chamber, A Tumbledown
Cave, On the Wall and Horseback, Comparison, Pansori, Pansori novel, poetic
drama set to music of the Yuan Dynasty, the feature of populace, structure,

character, theme.
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