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ABSTRACT

Characteristics of the suicide attempters

visiting emergency room

Lim Eu Ri
Advisor: Prof. Kim Hack-Ryul M.D, Ph.D
Department of medicine,

Graduate School of Chosun university

Objectives . The present study aimed to examine sociodermographic and
clinical characteristics of suicide attempters, difference in male and female,
and erratic change through atricle review of sociodemographic
characteristics of domestic suicide attempters since 1963.

Methods @ The author analyzed data obtained through review of articles
related to suicide attempters published by Korean Neuropsychiatric
Association since 1963, and compared findings of 23 variables obtained
from medical record including sex, age, etc. to 483case of suicide
attempters visiting emergency room of the chosun university hospital in
Gwangju city from 2008, January to 2010, July.

Results : In this study, 1) each of the rate of psychiatric patient, suicide
attempters to total subject visiting emergency room was 1.4% and 0.7%
2) male/female ratio was 1:0.9, and by age, sex below the thirties was
more in female, above the forties was more in male. 3) in age, sixties,
forties and fifties was more in descending order. 4) in season, spring,
summer, winter, autumn was more in descending order. 5) time of suicide
attempt was more in hours of 18:00-24:00. 6) the most common method

was drug ingestion in both sex. 7) in cause, familial conflict was more in



female, physical illness and economic problems was more in male. 8) the
most common psychiatric diagnosis was depression in both sex. 9) place
of suicide attempt was more in house than out of house.

Conclusion @ We need attention to characteristics of suicide attempters :
the rate of suicide attempt in above forties year of age is increasing, the
most common psychiatric diagnosis is still depression, the most common
method is drug ingestion in both sex, the most common season is still

spring.

KEY WORDS : Sociodemographic characteristics - Suicide attempters.
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Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics(l)

Male Female Total P

(n=270) (n=213) (n=483) value

<19 8(2.6) 11(5.6) 19(3.9) 0.01
20-29 22(8.1) 34(16.0) 56(11.6)
Age(year)* 30-39 25(9.3) 3%(17.8) 63(13.0)
40-49 69(25.6) 44(20.7) 113(23.4)
50-59 66(24.4) 32(15.0) 98(20.3)
>60 80(29.6) 54(25.1) 134(27.7)

High 215(79.6) 173(81.2) 388(80.3) 0.59
Socioeconomic status Low 33(12.2) 33(15.5) 66(13.7)
Others 22(8.1) 7(3.3) 29(6.0)

. Urban 134(49.6) 125(58.7) 259(563.6) 0.04

Residence

Rural 136(50.4) 83(41.3) 224(46.4)

Spring 92(34.1) 93(43.7) 185(38.3) 0.06
g Summer 89(33.0) 41(19.2) 130(26.9)

eason

Autumn 34(12.6) 26(12.2) 60(12.4)
Winter 55(20.4) 53(24.9) 108(22.4)

0-6 26(9.6) 39(18.3) 65(13.5) 0.08
6-12 46(17.0) 29(13.6) 75(15.5)
Time of day 12-18 79(29.3) 62(29.1) 141(29.2)
18-24 89(33.0) 61(28.6) 150(31.1)
Unknown 30(11.1) 22(10.3) 52(10.8)

* 1 P<0.05
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Table 2. Sociodemographic characteristics(I)

Male Female Total P

(n=18) (n=35) (n=53) value

Married 14(77.8) 18(51.4) 32(60.4) 0.36
Marital status Unmarried 3(16.7) 12(34.3) 15(28.3)
Divorce 1(5.6) 4(11.4) 5(9.4)
Seperated 000.0) 12.9) 1(1.9)

Farming or fishing 2(11.1) 2(5.7) 475) 023
Housewife 0(0.0) 6(17.1) 6(11.3)
Commercial 0(0.0) 2(5.7) 2(3.8)
. Company 1(5.6) 0(0.0) 1(1.9)
Occupation Student 3167) 72000 10(18.9)
Service 2(11.1) 5(14.3) 7(13.2)
Unemployed 9(50.0) 13(37.1) 22(41.5)
Others 1(5.6) 000.0) 1(1.9)

None 1(5.6) 1(2.9) 2(3.8) 1.00
Elementary 2(11.1) 5(14.3) 7(13.2)
Education Middle 4(22.2) 7(20.0) 11(20.8)
High 8(44.4) 16(45.7) 24(45.3)
>College 3(16.7) 6(17.1) 9(17.0)

None 13(72.2) 18(51.4) 31(585) 0.50
L Christianity 3(16.7) 8(22.9) 11(20.8)
Religion Buddhism 2L 6171 8(I5.D)
Catholic 000.0) 3(8.6) 3(6.7)

Father or mather alone 1(5.6) 7(20.0) 8(15.1) 0.44
Orphan 0(0.0) 000.0) 0(0.0)

Parent

Both living 15(83.3) 21(60.0) 36(67.9)
Both death 2(11.1D) 7(20.0) 9(17.0)
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Table 3. Clinical characteristics(l)

Male Female Total P

(n=270) (n=213) (n=483) value

Intoxication 220(81.5) 170(79.8) 390(80.7) 0.28
Hanging 7(2.6) 11(5.2) 18(3.7)
Method Cutting 26(9.6) 24(11.3) 50(10.4)
Fall down 311D 31.4) 6(1.2)
Others 14(5.2) 5(2.3) 19(3.9)

Precipitating event’ Present 98(36.3) 115(54.0) 213(44.1) 0.01
Absent 172(63.7) 98(46.0) 270(55.9)

Physical illness Present 117(43.3) 85(39.9) 202(41.8) 0.39
Absent 153(56.7) 128(60.1) 281(58.2)

Frequency 1 230(85.2) 178(83.6) 408(84.5) 0.23
>2 28(10.4) 30(14.1) 58(12.0)
Unknown 12(4.4) 5(2.3) 17(3.5)

<3mon 6(27.3) 8(29.6) 14(28.6) 1.00
Duration’ 3-12mon 3(136) 4(14.8) 7(14.3)
>12mon 13(59.1) 15(55.6) 28(57.1)

Familial conflict 43(45.3) 63(62.4) 111(54.4) 0.03
" Illness 32(33.7) 23(21.1) 55(27.0)
Causes Financial 15(15.8) 9(8.3) 24(11.8)
Problem in love affair 5(5.3) 9(8.3) 14(6.9)

= 1 P<0.05

+ : subject are 49 persons with history of previous suicide attempt

% subject are 204 persons who except unknown causes
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Table 4. Clinical characteristics(ID)

Male Female Total P

(n=18) (n=35) (n=53) value

Depression 9(50.0) 19(54.3) 28(52.8)  0.86
Personality disorder 1(5.6) 3(8.6) 4(75)
Diagnosis Schizophrenia 4(22.2) 5(14.3) 9(17.0)
Alcohol related disorder 000.0) 2(5.7) 2(3.8)
Others 4(22.2) 6(17.1) 10(18.9)

Admission to
L 8(44.4) 18(51.4) 26(49.1)  0.30
Treatment 'psychlatrlc ward

Admission to other wards 1(5.6) 000.0) 1(1.9)
method Outpatient 5278) 5143 10(189)
None 4(22.2) 12(22.6) 16(30.2)

Suicide 2(11.1) 1(2.9) 3.7 010
Neurosis 000.0) 4(11.4) 4(75)
Family Alcohol related disorder 1(5.6) 0(0.0) 1(1.9)
history Psychosis 000.0) 000.0) 000.0)
Others 000.0) 000.0) 000.0)
None 15(83.3) 30(85.7) 45(84.9)

Suicide 2(11.1) 11(31.4) 13(24.5) 0.08
Neurosis 7(38.9) 8(22.9) 15(28.3)
) Alcohol related disorder 2(11.1) 000.0) 2(3.8)

Past history .

Psychosis 2(11.1) 2(5.7) 4(75)
Others 000.0) 000.0) 000.0)
None 5(27.8) 14(40.0) 19(35.8)

Notice Present 3(16.7) 9(25.7) 12(22.6) 0.73
Absent 15(83.3) 26(74.3) 41(77.4)

Place In house 14(77.8) 26(74.3) 40(755)  1.00
Out of house 4(22.2) 9(25.7) 13(24.5)

_18_
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