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This paper is an attempt to discuss the cyclic system in A Vision and the

poems of W. B. Yeats, focusing on “Occultism” based on a system of tree gyres.

Yeats’ main idea which is described in A Vision, his poetry, essays, and

autobiography is Oriental in origin, including occultism and transmigrationism. He

thought that all things created inevitable conflicts and confrontations. This idea is

similar to Hegel’s ontology as well as being the general idea of cyclical Oriental

philosophical systems. In this paper, I will especially concentrate on the

interpretation of W. B. Yeats’ poems in particular, the most important ones in the

early, middle, and last period. This interpretation will be based on the central

concepts of A Vision as a means to approach the topic logically.

This paper consists of four parts: Chapters I to IV. In Chapter I, the Introduction

focuses on the aim of this paper and the logical developments. In Chapter II, I

deal with the formal process of occultism and its basic backgrounds, in particular
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the most important terms, "Daimon" and "Masks" as representative of Yeats'

creative and artistic theories of poetry. In addition, I will comment on the same

points of A Vision for better understanding of the subject. Yeats respected highly

the legends of Ireland, the Irish folk and the mystic elements of the native

environment which had been around him from childhood. He incorporated this

visionary mysticism into his own creative occultism. Yeats strove to instill the

fundamentals of human life in his ideas of the philosophy of art with its

particularity and universality.

In Chapter III, the focus will be on four points as follows: First, as regards the

first and second edition of A Vision I comment on the quality and discrimination.

Second, in the early poems I discuss a tree system and symbols of a dualistic

vision. Third, from the middle poems I will examine the supernatural and fantastic

aspects. Fourth, from the last poems I will extract the cyclic phase system. In

Chapter IV, the Conclusion, I will emphasize the relationship of the ontological life

of man to the universal principle and the Unity of Being.

In Chapter III, A Vision will be given special attention as the culmination of the

occult philosophy Yeats developed through his life. In A Vision, he created a

Universe system as well as a dualistic synthesis system about Human Nature, and

the principle of the Universe. Furthermore, he presented the idea of art as creation

and developed his creation theory, applying this logic to the cyclical gyre which

consists of the 28 phases of the lunar cycle. Also he incorporated the creation

theory into the primary theory of the system of philosophy. For this reason we

need to understand Yeats’ main idea of philosophy prior to his profound Universe
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principle. To help with this I will emphasize the Cyclical System and Unity of Being

which Yeats claims in A Vision.

In A Vision (1925/1937) Yeats formulated his occult system and philosophy more

successfully. Through the development of Yeats’ occult thinking, from the Golden

Dawn, through Per Amica Silentia Lunae, to the great work, A Vision, a continuous,

coherent direction can be traced. If his ideal hero was Cuchulain, his self-portrait

as an ideal poet was Michael Robartes; a poet who is passionate and sometimes

foolish but also a mage who is acutely aware of his powers and style. Yeats, a

poet of “insight and knowledge,” deliberately positions himself on thresholds where

the natural meets the supernatural, but always keeps one foot firmly grounded in

the natural and the human.

As for "occult symbols" in the early poems I argue that, throughout his life,

Yeats viewed art and the supernatural as inextricably entwined. His occult

experiences gave him images, themes and structures that strengthened his poems

and contributed to his self-renewal as a poet. Generally, we don’t exactly know

what Unity of Being is, but we are used to understanding it as a symbol. Yeats’

poetry uses sex and dance as the symbol of Unity of Being. Sexual intercourse

with the opposite sex is the traditional symbol of reconciliation and synthesis. In

this process, self and anti-self, body and spirit continually come into conflict

with each other. That is because, for Yeats, sex is a concrete form of truth that

can dissolve contradictions and conflicts. For example, Yeats believes that a man

and a woman go back to an original instinct when they are in love. That is the

symbol of a timeless world beyond the time cycle that can be achieved through

sexual intercourse. In a sense this is similar to Zen Buddhism.

In the middle poems Yeats’ vision did not merely remain a legend or obscure

mythology but was developed into a systematic Universe philosophy and an ideal

world of reverie. Yeats’ creative writing skill made this possible and formed the
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basis of A Vision. Thus, Yeats' literary work did not only remain as reverie and

mystic ambiguity but resulted in an ideal of human nature and universality.

Through the development of Yeats’ occult thinking, he continued to embody his

occult system and philosophy more successfully.

In the last poems, Yeats practices magic and views words, symbols, patterns

and structures as means by which imagination can affect the external world. He

suggests these are more than just communication. Sometimes they may also be

attempts to reshape reality, not just in the imagination but in fact.

In Chapter IV, I emphasize that Yeats, through "occultism sublimed," identifies a

tree system, a cyclic gyre, and "the ideal way for Being" with the universe principle

or the Unity of Being, In short, only through understanding Yeats' occultism can

we comprehend his intricately patterned, death-defying, beautiful cosmos of

magical tradition. In doing so we can find a perpetual existences for ourselves

through various psychological rewards contained in his works. I hope that this

study will provide the motivation to re-evaluate Yeats’ literature by pointing out his

new value through re-illuminating his overall poems on the basis of his creation

theory.
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과

계를 특별히 고 한 것 었다 그는 다 애매한 신비주 통 갖는 미.

는 신비 통 학 식 도 하는 큰 몫 했

츠 견 수용하는 것 사실상 필 했다는 믿 갖고 다”
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지각 한 가지 형식에 다른 형식 겨가 보 어 는 상태에 극 지.

꿈 실재 환상 만들어보 그리하고 당신 주변 환경 상. . .

상상 지 할 계 해 상징과 그것과 연결 에 집 하다보 당신 그 장면,

연상 또는 경에 한 지각 탐 하게 것 다 것 커튼 열리듯 갑 열, .

당신 앞에 상징 내 보는 듯한 감각 타 수 다.

).
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러한 야 에 가 생동감 주는 마스크 미 리는 화 가 신 한 에

는 만질 어 다 그는 에 신 한 동함 다.

과 같 환상 본다 는 마스크를 착용하고 그마한 동양 상 에 누워. “

마스크처럼 보 는 듯 했다 내가 보통 사람들 상 재라고 알고 눈빛. ,

매우 눈 시고 고 한 많 사람들 상 들어 를 신들 얼 과 비 해

보았다 그러 마침내 그들 웃 를 내동 쳐 다.
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