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ABSTRACT

Comparative Analysis of Folk Paintings Shown in

Paintings of Korea, China and Japan

— Focus on the Folk Painting, New Year Painting and Ukiyo—e for
Visual Design -

Yin Meiying

Advisor : Prof. Go, Hun

Major in Visual &

Media Communication Design
The Graduate School of Design

Chosun University

The world in the new century is being integrated rapidly by informatization
according to the development of digital technology, and is going forward to the
time of block culture forming some civilization communities that different countries
have common points in religion, human race, language in reality.

Northeast Asia centered on Korea, China and Japan has shared Chinese character
in the aspect of letter and formed the hierarchical order of social levels based on
Confucian ideas.

In addition, these countries, while Korea, China and Japan grow economically
again and again after the Second World War, has been recognized their cultural
potential internationally from the early period.

They have shown the possibility of more intensive individuality and development

than any other cultural community in that they have achieved the most successful



growth in the areas such as economy, culture, sports in the symmetrical position
with non-western society.

In the aspect of design, each country of Korea, China and Japan in today’s
international era is developing toward the international level, and they are different
a little bit in the direction of the development according to their own feature.

We can see there is a flow of a certain thought, individuality and subject under
the potential effect of history and culture in each country.

The heritage of a large 'spiritual culture’ inherited from their ancestors in
northeast Asian countries with lots of millennial history must be succeeded to their
future generations and developed.

Folk paintings of Korea, China and Japan are most suitable for applying their
artistry to the modern design in the aspect of their democratic and practical ones.
Excellent design can not only raise its brand name, but also satisfy consumers

who hope to be stimulated in the eye for the beauty.

Therefore, we will take pride in the new attraction of history and culture by
applying traditional folk art to modern design.

This treatise is condensed into folk paintings, new year paintings and Ukiyo-e
which have another features of each country in the subject, "Comparative Analysis
of Folk Paintings Shown in Paintings of Korea, China and Japanu.

The first chapter, an introduction, suggests the background, purpose, range and
method of study.

The second one shows the concept and ideological background of folk paintings.

I arranged the concept of folk paintings of three countries into the stages of
theoretical background, history and development, and practical use, and divided
their folk paintings into the form, line and color which are three elements of
paintings, and studied them objectively.

The third one suggests the definition and concept of Korean folk painting more
specifically.

The process of folk painting is divided into @ from the ancient times to the



Three Kingdoms Period, & from Korea Dynasty to the former period of Chosun
Dynasty and @ from the middle age of Chosun Dynasty to the last of Chosun
Dynasty.

In addition, I analyzed the form, line and color of folk painting more subjectively,
divided them into the function, role, popular image, concept of practical art, kinds
and subject of folk painting and then studied them.

The fourth chapter presented the definition and concept of Chinese life painting
more closely.

I divided its transitional process into @ from the ancient times to Tang Danasty,
@ from Song Danasty to Won Danasty and @ from Myeong Danasty to Ching
Danasty.

Moreover, I also analyzed the form, line and color of life painting with more
specific and subjective point of view, and divided them into the function, role,
popular image, concept of practical art, kinds and subject of life painting and then
studied them.

The fifth chapter shows the definition and concept of Japanese Ukiyo-e more
closely.

The transitional process of Ukiyo—e is divided into @O from the ancient times to
the Edo era, @ from the former Edo era to the middle of Edo era and @ the mid
era to the former Maji era.

In addition, I analyzed the form, line and color of Ukiyo—e more subjectively, and
divided them into the function, role, popular image, concept of practical art, kinds
and subject of it and then studied them.

In the chapter 6 I tried to analyze and compare the feature of the folk paintings
of the three countries as objectively as possible, even though there were almost no
compared and analyzed documental data about them.

In the chapter 7 I analyzed the applied cases of three countries folk paintings to
the modern age, and especially divided them into the vidual material and printing

material, fiber and textile printing material, pottery and metal material and then



studied them.

As the result of studying according to the above subjects, I could confirm that
we can express the similarity and non-similarity, the modern formative beauty and
the originality of folk paintings of the three countries.

I found the beauty of Northeast Asia in the traditional culture of the three
countries, and recognized that we have to establish the aesthetic concept in a
modern sense through correct understanding and continuous study in Northeast
Asian culture for having our own individuality in the cultural competition age.
Furthermore, it should be recreated as a future-oriented design which can easily
meet the independent value and the popular emotion of modern with the

universality which can have the sympathy in the world.
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