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ABSTRACT

Eco—feminism and Poetic imagination

Yun Hye-Ok
Advisor : Prof. Ra Hee-Duk Litt. D.
Department of Literature Writing,

Graduate School of Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to examine poetic imagination from an
eco—feminist view with its focus on the connection between ecologism and
feminism. Ecologism and feminism is fundamental raising of a question about
modern world views of logocentrism and phallocentrism and has an alternative
nature against them. True ecological poetry contains respect for feminine value
and true feminist poetry forms ecological relations with objects and language.

First of all, this study examined poems by Kim Hye-Soon, Ra Hee-Duk, and
Kim Sun—-Woo out of Korean women poets after the 1990s from an eco—feminist
view and compared and analyzed them. Then the poetry work of this author
was analyzed in an eco—feminist view and creative poems were presented in the
text.

Poems by Kim Hye-Soon, Ra Hee-Duk, and Kim Sun-Woo have similarity in
the aspect of putting together each other in the cyclic order of nature and
human beings and aiming at a life of coexistence, whereas they show some
different imagination in the way of revealing femininity and ecological
characteristics concretely.

Poems by Kim Hye-Soon parallel strange images through the medium of a

_iV_



body and pour the feeling of world by the imagination of carnival. On the other
hand, poems by Ra Hee-Duk reveals the esoteric meaning of life by ecological
imagination based on her observation of nature. Poems by Kim Sun-Woo
shows a cyclic world view by mythical imagination which changes femininity
into nature.

The poems of this author focus on the poetic motive of nature and mother in
a cyclic world view and include cultural ecologism based on women migrants.

Femininity of the principle of life aiming at the life of tolerance rather than
confrontation and death may be the root of woman literature and the matrix of
new poetic imagination. Therefore, throwing off the myth of maternity covered
with male-centered values and exploring poem writing acquired by oneself must
be based on eco—feminist awareness that tolerates life and death, male and

female, and human beings and nature.
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