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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the relation between Factors Influencing
on it and the Degree of Implementation of

Elective-Centered Curriculum in General High School

Chun 11-Suk

Advisor : Prof. Park Sun-Hyung, Ph.D.
Department of Education

Graduate School

Chosun University

In this thesis, an analytic framework to identify the degree of the
elective—centered curriculum implementation has been developed through the
analyses of documents. A nationwide degree of the elective-centered curriculum
implementation has been also examined in terms of conducting an empirical survey
based on the analytic framework of the degree of curriculum implementation.
Through this study, some avenues for the further development of the
elective—centered curriculum in general high schools has been suggested.

To give focus to this research, the following issues have been identified. First,
what is the role of schools in implementing the elective—centered curriculum?
Second, what are the main ideas concerning theoretical viewpoints of the
implementation of the elective—centered curriculum, and what are the factors

affecting upon it? Third, how appropriately the elective-centered curriculum is
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implemented at general high schools , and what are the affecting factors of it?

The results of the first research problem are as follows. As the seventh
elective—centered curriculum focuses on outlining the broad base of the national
curriculum, it is possible for general high schools to operate their own educational
programs effectively reflecting the conditions of the school as well as the
situations of the community. The seventh curriculum can also maximize the
self-determination of a school in organizing and operating educational programs by
activating the curriculum suitable for the community. As it can reflect various
situations of the school, it can extend teachers' autonomy and professional
expertise, and lead to the realization of the student-oriented curriculum. As to the
organization and management of the elective—centered curriculum, the roles of a
local school can be divided into three areas, dealing with organizing and operating
educational courses, such as optional subjects by schools and students, the
subjects other than core subjects prescribed by nation, and the installation of
subjects unlikely to be adopted at a local school.

The major results of the second research problem are as follows. The roles of a
local school can be considered in the light of the fidelity perspective of how
substantially the school performs what the nation means to educate the students
and the mutual adaptation perspective of how adequately the school rearrange the
required subjects by nation taking the school's conditions into consideration. In
Korea's educational situations, it is difficult for teachers and students to transform
and establish curriculum by themselves, because the time has not come to arrive
yet for their autonomy and accountability in carrying out the curriculum on their
own.

Some factors which influence on the implementation of the elective-centered
curriculum have been also explored. Those factors are to include the curriculum

itself, national policies of education, and the local education office and some
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school-level factors.

The following things are the outcomes of the third research problem.
Government has allowed schools to adopt and operate their own optional subjects
having co-relations with each other in the elective—-centered curriculum in order to
help students choose subjects according to their own interests. But contrary to the
government's expectations, it is not implemented faithfully at general high schools.
Not reflecting the characteristics of a local school and its community in the
curriculum, most schools are reducing their options In organizing school
curriculums. Most of the schools are not operating their own educational programs,
but are limiting their options preparing for the college entrance exams. So the
elective—centered curriculum, which aims at offering a variety of optional subjects
considering students' preference and interests to schools, is not carried out fully,
In the elective-centered curriculum, a local school can plan and adopt educational
courses with the help of the authorities of the community, because school facilities
are not relatively equipped well and sometimes schools are difficult to secure
teachers for some subjects. Schools also don't meet these kinds of government's
needs. There can, it has been argued, be several reasons for that the unlikely
implementation of the elective—centered curriculum at schools as intended by
nation.

First, the possibility of arriving at the top-level achievement of the
elective—centered curriculum is not so easy to achieve. The low expectation for
achieving the goal limits the organization and operation of the curriculum and adds
also restrictions to students' choices.

Second, the elective-centered curriculum can be influenced by the system of
college entrance examinations. As the curriculum is under the control of the
college entrance examination system, a local school cannot organize various

subjects for students to choose.



Third, municipal and provincial education offices are not providing local schools
with proper administrative supports. A small local school is difficult to adopt and
operate various educational courses independently, so the education office in the
community should take appropriate measures to provide a place to learn by linking
a few neighboring schools together. Because of the lack of support, only a few
schools can take part in the elective-centered curriculum effectively.

Fourth, the willingness of all the people involved in implementing the
elective—centered curriculum 1s not strong enough. It needs to be noted that the
will of schools and attitude of teachers are vital factors which enable the
elective—centered curriculum to be implemented successfully in the contexts of
local schools. However, their inactive participation in the curriculum makes them
difficult to get over disadvantaged conditions of schools. In order to the
elective—centered curriculum to be implemented successfully, we should improve
the curriculum itself, upgrade the preconditions for successful operation, and
concentrate on all the efforts of the educators. It can be summed up like this.

First, the elective-centered curriculum needs partial revision in order to be
implemented successfully at the educational scenes of schools. Second, on a
national level, government should improve the college entrance examination system
so that it can have a positive influence upon the curriculum. Third, local education
offices should provide necessary support and guidance so that they can help
schools prepare for proper conditions to implement the elective—centered
curriculum effectively. Fourth, on a school level, positive efforts and strong will to

take part in actively are also needed.
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A 3966 | 2786 | 2219 | 1768

LR 23329 | 16386 | 13.053 | 10401

w3 23329 | 39.715 | 52768 | 63.169
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