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ABSTRACT

A study on the art of Gao Qipei(FFH )
and on his theory of Art

YANG, YUN

Advisor : Prof. Cho Song-sik

Department of Art theory & Administration
Graduate School of Cho-sun University

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the art theory of Gao Qipei(i5
M) thorough analysis of his grandsons Gao Bing(%F ) writings, 7reatise
on Finger pamnting (JF###). 1 have especially payed attention to the
concept of 'xieyi' (%%, express the idea), and was able to observe the
art theory of Gao Qipei as consisted of two kinds of concept, this is, the
artistic and methodological.

Originally initiated by Zhang Zao(#¥: 8c) of the T'ang dynasty in about
the eighth century A.D. the finger painting was at a standstill during the
Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties. In the Ch'ing dynasty, however, it was
developed full-fledged by Gao Qipel.

Gao Qipel, the representative painter of finger painting, showed two
characteristics in his finger painting, which are evident when meridian his
works and ZTreatise on Finger painting by Gao Bing. First, Gao Qipel
finger painting was connected with the element of Che—School(#iik) in the
daring inking, strong expression and peculiar composition of drawing
which omitted the background to emphasize the object. Second, it was
linked to the Southern Literati painting style in a broad sense, since it
attached more importance to xi/eys rather than representation.

Followers of Gao Qipei artists who, fascinated by his technique and
originality, embarked on their own experiments with finger painting or
developed Gao Qipeil's innovatory compositions and themes. There were
dozens of these followers, some of whom are ranked among China's
greatest painters. They fall into a number of categories. First there is

the direct Gao Qipeil 'school'-his son, grandsons, nephew Li Shizhuo(Z it



fi) and great—-nephew by marriage Zhu LunhanCkf@is) were more
important and original painters. Secondiy there are the painters known as
the 'Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou' a generation younger than Gao Qipel.
From an art—historical point of view, Gao Qipei's followers from the circle
of the 'Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou' are the important. Painters such as
Luo QingG#ly), Gao Fenghan(#iEli), Zheng Xie(f%#)and Li Shan(4=fi).

Although the heyday of Chinese finger painting was in the eighteenth
century, the art form was still being practised in the nineteenth. Finger
painting were poorly represented in the twentieth century before 1975.
The most important of them was Pan Tian—-shouGf K5).

One of the most fascinating aspects of Chinese finger painting is its
dissemination in East Asia. The fact that japanese lkeno Taiga(ith A%f) has
produced a large number of finger painting is in itself ample justification
for embarking on a study of this art form, should one feel that the art of
Gao Qipei, Luo Qing and Gao Feng—han were not sufficient reason. Finger
painting enjoyed a brief heyday in eighteenth century Korea, too. Painters
such as Chong Son(#f¥), Shim Sa-jong@kfiiir), Kang Se-hwang(Eiiti),
Ch'oe Puk(fib)and Yun Che—hong(F*#ii)have lift us finger painting with a
distinctively Korean favour.

Gao bing's 7reatise distinguishes three phases in Gao Qipei's painting:
the sparse, spiritual works of his youth; a mature middle phase in which
every conceivable style is represented; and a phase of well-seasoned
power towards the end. This classification is however too vague and
stereotype to be of any real value. For now, all that can be side of Gao
Qipei's development as a painter is that he obviously experimented with
the possibilities of finger painting in his early work, worked in a virtuoso
technique in the ensuing years and that the period around 1710 is
marked by a concentration of works of sublime artistic quality. It would
be premature to place his undated works in chronology with the dated
ones. Looking at Gao Qipei's output as a whole, one is struck by an
overriding impression of vigour. There is too much energy in his work

for a literati painter.

Key words— Gao Qipei(&1ii), Zreatise on Finger painting(3g#iiii), xieyi

(5%3%'express the idea').
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98) F% 8} A, p. 2702 R, FA
o Wit stk $RE gad How s dde Fol A2 vk WHolgln
£ Shbe 98 Yoz A g8 4o ol A% A8 e W0l 9iek,

99) Ftoll &g oloprlE

HAZAEE W, 713-756 2902 ALy Lerted BA A7) oo s Adela 9
ek 2R FA) 7] BAC A8 ZBE Aa e 7 Siwde] ¥R wE sy
g 2 AYE A7) ovkg WX nE ok Helwsith FAE a7 FFUR B9k 2 Ad)
g BAE ARl Fateba WAk @k whd ol miAel whsta Al Ywix] At s
ki wel Fitelsl FAZL FAE & A FUk ol U@ PARM B B0E oo
B9 RS ARl T gxaiglnh. SAlE Aoiwal @2 JEstth SAlE BA 7P
F38% I LEAULEL 700~760)90A 19 ol vEht FE e ok Sl
PR IS B CEA A o]27)8 Ut Ut 2e BE Pego] B st

100) Stephan Little, On Zhong Kui in Chinese painting, pp. 22-41.
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