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ABSTRACT

Examining the Current State and Needs for Parent Education at Welfare

Agencies for Individuals with Disabilities in Jeonbuk Province

Jong-Soon Choi
Advisor: Prof. Young-il Kim
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the current status and future needs of
parental education programs at welfare institutions for people with disabilities in
Jeonbuk province. The following research questions were formulated: (1) What is the
current status of parental education programs? (2) What do parents of children with
disabilities need in terms of methods and contents of parental education program? (3)
Are there differences in their needs about parental education program between parents
who have ever participated in such programs and those who have not? and (4) Are
there differences in their needs between parents who have children with disabilities at
elementary school level and those who have children with disabilities at kindergarten or
preschool level?

The participants in this study were parents of children with disabilities younger than
age 14 who attended six welfare institutions for people with disabilities in Jeonbuk
province. Data were collected mailing a questionnaire to 427 parents. A total of 304
parents returned the questionnaire, yielding a return rate of 71.2%. Excluding the

responses with 10 or more items missed, a total of 264 responses were analyzed. The



questionnaire consisted of three parts: (a) 10 items about basic information on parents
and their children; (b) 10 items about the current status of parental education
programs; and, (c¢) future needs about the methods (seven items) and contents (20
items) of parental education programs.

This study found that only 99 of 264 parents had ever participated in the parental
education programs. The reasons for not attending such programs included lack of time
and such programs in their residence. The parental education programs in Jeonbuk
province were typically held for 1-2 hours either in the morning or in the afternoon on
weekdays. The major strategy was lecture by teachers about knowledge on child
development and skills in educating children with disabilities.

This study also found that the parents wanted the programs to be held once every
three month for 1-2 hours in the morning on weekdays. They also wanted the
methods of the programs to be diversified including lecture, discussion, counseling, etc.
The contents they wanted most included knowledge about current state of their
children, behavior modification, communication with professionals.

There were no difference in their needs about the methods of parental education
programs between parents who had participated in the parental education programs and
those who had not, as well as between parents who had children at elementary school
level and those who had children before elementary school. In terms of the contents,
however, there were differences between parents who had children at elementary school
and those who had children before elementary school. The former group tended to
express more needs about teaching methods of speaking and listening, dressing, eating,
toileting, whereas the latter group tended to express more needs about -career

preparation.

_Vi_
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