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ABSTRACT

A study on the aspects of post—colonialism

reproduction in Heo Su—Kyung's poetry

Kim JungWon

Advisor : Prof. Yang Kyung eon Ph.D.
Dept. of Literature & Creation
Graduate School of Chosun Uni.

Poetess Heo Su—Kyung's expressive work in poetry transcends any
specific era, capturing the essence of the world before, during, and after his
lifetime, and even posthumously. Heo has published six collections of
poetry, thereby broadening the scope of her thematic representation. This
journey through ‘'accumulated time' allows Heo Su—Kyung to bring both
historical and contemporary issues into sharp focus. Her work exemplifies
the political aspect of poetry, challenging the notion that poetry is
disconnected from real—world concerns. For Heo, poetry serves as a
medium for 'peace', achieved by acknowledging and remembering the history
of violence. Her concept of 'Representing the Unrepresented' is a dedicated
effort to ensure that the lessons from the mistakes of human history are
not forgotten.

Chapter 1II, titled "Representing Unrepresented History," delves into the
lesser—known aspects of Korean Peninsula's history, marked by continuous
trauma. It explores the depiction of "women as subjects" and "individuals in
a capitalist society" in Heo Su—Kyung's poetry, viewed through a
postcolonial lens. This analysis is crucial for understanding the relevance of
Heo's work in both historical and modern contexts. The chapter pays special
attention to Heo's second poetry collection, "A Distant Home I Go Alone." It

suggests that Heo's initial journey in poetry mirrors the expansion of her

_iv_



poetic universe. The chapter seeks to uncover the significance of this
second collection, which has previously been overlooked in postcolonial
studies.

Chapter III, '"Representations of Human—Nonhuman and Global
Relationships," explores how Heo Su—Kyung's poetry represents "nonhumans
as subjects" and "objects within symbiotic realities” in a global context, with
a particular focus on the violence endured by non—human entities in
imperial histories. Decolonialism, traditionally human—centric, broadens its
scope to include non—humans, merging decolonial and ecological
perspectives. This represents a significant expansion in Heo Su—Kyung's
poetic exploration. The portrayal of nonhumans as subordinate subjects in
her poetry unveils the crucial human—nonhuman relationships in postcolonial
ecology, depicting them as organically and horizontally connected with
humans.

Additionally, Heo Su—Kyung, through his poetic expressions, conveys
that her identity, as an outsider, is not confined to a single entity.

This viewpoint refrains from elevating non—humans to human levels in
human—nonhuman relationships but instead perceives humans as one species
among others, as objects. This concept of 'Human as Object' marks the third
expansion in Heo Su—Kyung's poetic universe. This narrative challenges the
traditional human—nonhuman binary in postcolonial ecology, and the idea of
'symbiotic existence' emerges as an alternative response in the face of
climate and ecological crises.

Heo Su—Kyung's concept of 'representation' extends across a vast
timeline, starting before the poetess' life and continuing beyond her death.
The ‘'accumulation of time' evident in her poems suggests that Heo
Su—Kyung's work invites analysis across multiple topics (*subjects). The
enduring relevance of Heo Su—Kyung's poetry, not confined to any single
era, 1s attributed to the continuous expansion of her poetic realm.
Particularly in the context of the current climate and ecological crisis, Heo

Su—Kyung's poetry emerges as a meaningful alternative.
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