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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Coorientation of the Advertising Ethics of
Short Platform Video TikTok

— Focusing on male and female consumers in China —

MA MIAOQING
Advisor: Kim, Bong Chul, Ph.D.
Department of Journalism & Communications,

The Graduate School of Chosun University

This study applied the coorientation model to examine the differences in
perceptions and understanding of ethical issues in advertising among Chinese
male and female consumers. The debate and criticism on the ethics of
advertising has become more intense in the digitalization and online
environment of advertising.

Recently, short-form video has been growing rapidly, and many advertisers
are utilizing it as an advertising medium. In particular, TikTok and other
short-form video platforms are heavily used by teenagers, so advertisers are
exposing their ads to teenagers through short-form video platforms. Since

short-form videos such as TikTok need to expose and imprint advertisements

_Vi_



on users in a short period of time, the expression of advertisements is very
powerful and irritating. This raises the ethical issue of advertising.

The study conducted an online survey of 300 male and female consumers
aged 10 and above in China. The results showed that attitudes toward TikTok
ads were neither positive nor negative, and there were no significant
differences between male and female consumers on any of the four items
that comprise attitudes toward TikTok ads. In other words, gender does not
affect attitudes toward TikTok ads.

Here are the results of the Coorientation analysis. First, we looked at
<agreement>. The purpose of <agreement> is to examine the extent to which
male and female Chinese consumers agree on the ethics of TikTok’s ads. To
do this, we divided Chinese male and female consumers into two groups and
conducted an independent samples t-test. The results showed that there were
no statistically significant differences between the two groups on any of the
eight items that comprise the ethics of TikTok's ads, i.e., agreement was high.

Next is <congruence>. <Congruence is a comparison of one’s own
perceptions to the other person’s perceptions, i.e., male consumers compare
their perceptions to their own estimates of female consumers’ perceptions,
and vice versa. The analysis shows that both male and female consumers
perceive that the other person’s thoughts are similar to their own, i.e.,
congruence is high.

In conclusion, this study shows that gender differences do not affect the
evaluation of ethical issues in TikTok ads. Therefore, future studies should
compare ad creators and consumers rather than gender differences.

key words: Short-form video ads, Advertising Ethics, Coorientation Model,
China
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FEAFY 2de A did 1 AFUAeld BAE olsists A
2 4o 28y AsAFH REde 3 olgro] tid 7 T AR
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3l Eoe A<= 2o An. IAM eEdlle Ui B oly g
I e, AAAE S BACZA G Ee AvrUACld adE vt
st=d T8 4 €2 F8shA ol&Fo 23 JTiHEE, 2018)

2. #EAFH R 0|23 =A
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2 VEHo 2 AfR A AA BEALS 8] AdE e 44, 1987).
a-dd o] mde Jlolu(Heider, 1958)2] Hdol23 7 (Newcomb,
1966)2] A-B-X &9, 7}¥(Carter, 19652 ZHAZA A9 Iy =4
< 7Rt 2 R Eo oA A - 2R - oW, 2004).

A, stolul(Heider, 1958)9] w3 ol&2 A4 BIPo| #A3 o &EE
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2 FJEgdEe A3 5717 @AstE s AoA Eusit
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A-B-X R x & 9F<S " wHNewcomb, 1966)¢] A-B-X =2
< oE X tE AFS F AR FAANATE o] Fojx = Zo
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k& “Communication and affective relations,” by R. F. Carter, 1965, Journalism
Quarterly, 42, pp.203-212.

THAF 2(02)

URtH o2 oAy 2de Add dXx=(agreement), T=HH A
X &(congruence), <% (accuracy)et= Al 7FAl 718 WHRloeE FAFHI
o] HMRleEe TAHLE MY F& AT 3 AFUAleld B=E setstA
¥ tHChaffee & McLeod, 1968).
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