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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Reorganization of Patterns through

Symbolic Characteristics of Traditional Chinese Design

— Focused on the Researcher's Work —

Zhao Weinan
Advisor : Prof. Cho yoon-sung, Ph. D.
Department of Fine Arts,

Graduate School of Chosun University

The Chinese traditional pattern is an important part of Chinese
traditional culture, which has a long history. Before the creation of
characters, people in the primitive society started to use these patterns to
convey their ideas and carry out daily emotional communication. The pattern
originated from the totem culture in the Neolithic Age, was preliminarily
formed in multiple dynasties, such as Xia, Shang, Zhou, Spring and Autumn
Period and the Warring States Period, and underwent the period of growth and
development during Qin, Han, Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, Sui,
Tang and Five Dynasties, as well as the period of its great prosperity in
Ming and Qing Dynasties. It runs through the history of China, and gathers
various elements such as history, culture, living environment, nationality,
folk customs, folk art, etc. of the Chinese nation. On this basis, it
combines Chinese pattern elements with the foreign one, and is formed as the
traditional pattern art with a strong artistic atmosphere of China after
thousands of years.

Nowadays, the inheritance and innovation of traditional culture is

advocated, and new contents are also continuously integrated with the change
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of times during the process of traditional patterns' transition. However,
during this process, it is also necessary to respect the tradition, and show
more respects to the historical culture and national emotions contained in
it. Based on this, the tradition should be interpreted again, and the value
of modernization concealed in the tradition should be further discovered. As
a traditional art form, Chinese traditional patterns should not merely
appear on cultural relics. It should also be inherited and applied in modern
painting. However, this is what Chinese traditional patterns are facing, the
way to realize modernization.

To observe the creative process of modern painting, it can be found that
Chinese traditional patterns appearing in the form of decorative patterns in
works are superficial, without the depth. On this basis, they will lose the
meaning that they symbolize. It is necessary to think about how to let
Chinese traditional patterns reflect their infinite vigorousness and
vitality that they should have, and properly apply them into the creation of
modern painting works. To conduct modernized modification and transformation
of Chinese traditional patterns and to endow it modernized painting language
can not only bring new vitality and energy to Chinese traditional art, but
also provide reference direction for the innovation and development in the
field of contemporary patterns.

Chinese traditional patterns refer to a large system. In the unceasing
process of exploration and study, the author pays more attention to the part
of symbolic characteristics of Chinese traditional patterns. The symbolic
characteristics of Chinese traditional patterns have the function of
carrying information. The symbol is the medium of carrying and transmitting
information, and it is also a simplified measure to recognize something.
Therefore, during the process of painting works, it is available to make use
of the symbolic characteristics of Chinese traditional patterns to
reconstruct the pattern, and apply it in the work to convey the information
that the creator intends to express. The vitality of the pattern that is

given to the work no longer plays a decorative role.
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Since the connotation of the symbol is relatively stable, and can't be
randomly modified, people can have relatively unified and stable cognition
of something, that is to say, they have symbols that are used to represent
these things. However, symbols are not invariable. Their existence relies on
the development of people's thinking, and is restricted by the objective
world at the same time. Since the objective world also keeps changing,
people's thinking and their understanding of the objective world can also be
regarded as a dynamic process of development. Therefore, symbols' meaning
also presents a mode of dynamic development. Therefore, it is advisable to
take advantage of the symbolic characteristics of Chinese traditional
patterns to research the reconstitution of patterns, thus making them keep
the original connotation of Chinese traditional culture and own contemporary
creation value.

Before the reconstitution of patterns, their construction principle should
be learned at first. In this paper, the author studies and understands the
pattern design theory proposed by William Morris and the deconstructivism
theory put forward by Jacques Derrida to summarize the constitution
principle of patterns. On this basis, the author takes the deconstructivism
theory of Jacques Derrida as the method of reconstitution, in combination
with the author's concepts and ideas, reconstitutes the patterns of symbolic
Chinese traditional patterns. At last, the author applies them into the work
created by him to compose paintings with the style that combines both
Chinese traditions and modernism feature.

The ultimate purpose of the study is to apply the reconstituted Chinese
traditional patterns into the modern paintings, rather than simply
reconstitute the symbolic Chinese traditional patterns into other patterns.
Therefore, the study explores the working process of the author, analyzes
the new methods integrated by the author and the picture's constitution
effect with the application of these methods on the basis of the methodology
of pattern reconstitution. The work, while using patterns to communicate

with audiences, presents different artistic effects and enriches new
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presentation methods.

The author's work starts from the oriental aesthetic world shown by
multiple-media, integrates the application of PVC plates and mirrors with
hand painting and printing technologies to realize the aesthetic collision
of "modern style" and "traditional style". The work shifts the personal
emotions to the picture through symbols and patterns, and combines the
common symbols with semi-virtual spaces to finish the composition of
patterns and pictures and indirectly communicate and dialogue with
audiences. The study analyzes the work of the author, and finds out that the
organic constitution of "complexity" and "simplicity" between patterns and
between patterns and pictures can bring the sense of rhythm to the picture
while enriching the picture. In terms of color presentation, the colors with
high saturation and high brightness and that with low saturation and low
brightness are combined and used, and present different picture effects
according to their proportions in the picture, thus creating modern artistic
works with the tyle of oriental aesthetics. Through the application and
combination of colors and "colorless" with different proportions, the sense
of respiration and interest of the picture is added.

This study discusses the concept, evolution process and presentation forms
of Chinese traditional patterns with symbolic characteristics. |t discusses
the methodology of reconstitution of patterns through the study of the basic
theory of reconstruction, analyzes the artistic characteristics and
structure of the work created by the author, and studies the constitution
method of modern patterns adopted in the work. |t demonstrates the potential
value, sustainable prospects and contemporary significance of the future
development of the traditional Chinese patterns in the field of modern
painting pattern creation through the analysis of the actual cases of the
reconstitution of symbolic Chinese traditional patterns appeared in the
author's work. This work can make the unique presentation method proposed by
the author more diversified and be applied in other areas. The exploration

of the reconstitution of symbolic Chinese traditional patterns conforms to
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the development law of the times and makes modern patterns reflect the
profound connotation of oriental aesthetics, which has special and

far-reaching significance.
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(=3 36), <Break Time>, £9d, 162.0x130.3cm, Acrylic on Canvas, 2021.
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(=3 38), <Break Time>, &9, 162.0x130.3cm, Acrylic on Canvas, 2021.
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(=% 40), <Unknown Hero>, =&, 194.0x259.0cm, Acrylic on Canvas, 2022.
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(=3 42), <oy]>, 29, 21.0x29.7cm, Acrylic on

(=3 41), <Touch cautiously>,

Canvas, 2022.

43)E tlz &%, O

_El..

H

(

S FSPNbg

I.

KO0

<

Ck.

fll

A

ild

0l

Ju

off SRt

clJl
B E 20A FIX

M

AULCH.

=22 XMl

2h-2k2f!

=y-52

Xt
=

QA =

tCt.

ol

0l
AIK

Rr
il d

)
)
a

110y
ol

~

o0
1]

E
9]

o0

o0

un

A

il
g

1

ol

4
=

DIES!
<White Tiger> (=T 44

o
7T

-
1o

I

o

H

=

-

<N
i

bH

Ct.

.
10

ol
gl

H

= A

OI0IXI

o

il

ot
E

-

00
ol
or
L
J
10
4

D= A AHHO

|.D

=AMt

SO AN

oF

H

xr
wh

F

OI0IXIE

9

=)

gH

s
=

Iz
&I- =

A A=

off

?
o

J

P

[

=N

IH

XMelotdd,

_77_

Collection @ chosun



o

JU

o
A

=

W
o0
™
o

O

3

<0
dr

e

wo

OF ACH

I7s)
Pl

=
2gE =

=201 2

HR SXE29 2010

10l

18

StCHH

of =2 =M

E}
S

o

ol o

\.m.
(/ (ol ryp
r@r\ \\\m

o
L
\;} 5

1T

1a

»

. )

&

(=3 44), <White Tiger>, £2]d, 72.7x91.0cm,

(= 43), <FHAK]>, =9, 53.0x45.5¢cm,

Acrylic on Canvas, 2021.

Acrylic on Canvas, 2019.
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(=3 48), <2020>, =9, 53.0x45.5cm x2, Acrylic on Canvas, 2021.
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=0l

-3>, 294, 162.0x130.3cm, Acrylic on Canvas, 2021.
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