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ABSTRACT

A Study on the experience in raising and
educating children with disabilities in

multicultural families

Kim, Keoung-Yeol

Advisor : Prof. Lee Seung Kwon, Ph.D.
Department of Culture Studies,
Graduate School of Chosun University

This study looks into the lives of mothers of children with
disabilities raised in a multicultural family with the help of
professional educators, who can teach children with disabilities in
schools through a qualitative case study method.

Through this, I think it is possible to find implications for the
direction and application of effective and practical policies, social
welfare and educational support that mothers of multicultural families
want. It is hoped, that the results of this study be used as core data
to help connect multicultural families with educational institutions and
to prepare programs that can support the development of children

with disabilities who grow up in multicultural families. The problems
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of this study are as follows: What is the meaning and essence of a
mother raising a child with a disability in a multicultural family?
What is the meaning and nature of the educational experience of
teachers teaching children with disabilities from multicultural
families? To select the research topic that can meet the purpose of
this study, the use of purposive sampling with the recommendation of
a multicultural support centre and the specialized education support
centre of the Education Support Office. Participants in the research
are female married immigrants raising children with disabilities in
multicultural families and special education teachers who educate
children with disabilities in multicultural families at the school site.
First, the participants in the study of female marriage immigrants
were limited to 5 people who were mothers of multicultural families
with children with disabilities in elementary school age and who had
the ability to communicate in Korean. Second, the number of
participants in the teacher study was limited to 5 persons who had
experience of educating children with disabilities from multicultural
families for at least 1 year in the elementary education field. The
purpose of the study and the research process were explained to 5
participants in the study of female marriage immigrants and 5
participants in the teacher study, and the final study participants
were selected with consent to participate in the study.

The results of the study were extracted through case-to-case
analysis of the nurturing experience of the female marriage
immigrant study participants and the education experience of special
teacher study participants. As a result of analyzing the experiences of
female marriage immigrants, it was analyzed into two upper
categories, four middle categories, and 17 lower categories. The

upper categories were analyzed as'the life of a mother raising a child
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with a disability’ and'a dream of a mother raising a child with a
disability'. The sub-elements of 'the life of a mother raising a child
with a disability’ are ‘'discomfort to society’ and 'discomfort to
school'. The sub-elements of'a mother's dream of raising children
with disabilities' are ‘'expectations for society' and 'expectations for
school'. The sub-elements of 'discomfort toward society' are 'guilt
about childbirth of disabled children','looks toward multicultural
people','looks toward the disabled', and sub-elements of 'discomfort
toward school' are 'absence of language education'. ,'Lack of support
system', and 'distrust in Korean education'. The sub-elements of
‘expectation placed on society' are'child care service','support group
support', 'support for multicultural children outside of
school','bilingual service','universal environment', and 'expectation

placed on school'. The sub-elements of ‘'Korean language

education', 'teacher's multicultural special education
competency','education by level','establishment of support
system','alternative evaluation system development', and

'reinforcement of vocational education'. Mothers raising children with
disabilities experienced “discomfort” instead of “happiness and
satisfaction” through local communities and schools. Their
uncomfortable experiences were presented by categorizing them. In
addition, the expected contents of society and school were presented

by categorizing them.
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