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ABSTRACT

An analysis of Korean Middle school students’ recognition and
production of English reduced vowels

Na Yun-Seo

Advisor: Prof. Kang Hi jo, Ph.D.

Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This thesis investigates Korean middle school students’ recognition and
production of English reduced vowel, /s/. Since the Korean language lacks
the mid-central vowel, Korean learners of Enlighs are known to have
difficulties in recognizing and producing the vowel. This study aims to
show whether and how the grade and the length of study affect the
recognition and production of /s/. In addition, this examines the effect of
spelling in the learning of /a/.

For this purpose, 10 middle school students in Gwangju participated in
two experiments. One was to pronounce English words containing schwa.
The other is to dictate the words recorded by a native speaker of English.
The results showed that the students’ grade did not affect the recognition
and the production of /o/, but that the length of study did. In addition,
students turned out to have difficulties when the vowel was written with

spelling /a/ and /u/, specifically in both the recognition and the
production.
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a 532.1 637.7 448.9 655.6 553.4
e 469.4 627 424.3 558.4 479.7
i 371.8 546.6 340 447 445.8
o} 529.7 512.3 457 448.7 470.1
u 466 647.1 411.5 632.6 587.9
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a 1658.6 1619.1 1782.1 1590.9 1530.6
e 1619.9 1793.1 1899.3 1638.8 1640.2
1 1289.3 1607 2198.3 1539.9 1757.7
0 1346.7 1443.2 1307.7 1321.7 1394
u 1892 1501.1 1602 1459.3 1423.6
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a 25% 34% 30%
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u 29% 49% 29%

_Z’I_

Collection @ chosun



WA, 15hd9] schwa 25 Aol oisto] dmE, HAAF a9 F¢ 25%, 24t u

o] A% 29mAIER B2 FYYES Holil Uty ZA aoflA 28hdat 3stdY] FY
52 29 A aY deole 3dmAlES 30HAER Zt7b 1ehdof Blste] w2 7
HES LR o SHARF AAF uo] Ff 29hd 49%, 3shd 29%= 1shdo] A
HES 24 =52 & ¢ AU B AR o] F%, 18k 42%, 28 43%%)
Y 3shd 17%=2 1, 2shdsch W2 AEE0] =0 "o ojo] w2} 35hdo] Y
52 AAlE] AT B FRp eE AlQlstie 1 28| Hlgtq 2AY HS2 = &
dtt. ol shdol M2} schwa E59 Aol & O]RoX|AL Qohil WS ]= ol
A L

69 0|92 mid-short, 6'd ©]4} 10 0|72 mid-long, 108 o] longe &2 &

2319t 8 <m9>2 ZF AAPE R schwa’l 2 He HQES o] 57|70

<B9> s57]7Ho| & schwa W3 Q1A vl

Spelling ) .
Target Short Mid-Short Mid-Long Long
a 10% 30% 50% 38%
e 36% 43% 71% 54%
i 21% 52% 57% 50%
o} 8% 44% 67% 33%
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