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ABSTRACT

A study of the acquisition of the English articles by

Korean high school students.

Saet byul Choi
Advisor: Hijo Kang, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In this study, I examine the errors of the English articles
frequently made by Korean high school students and the process in
which the proper uses of English articles are learned. On the basis
of the analysis, I emphasize the necessity of article education and
of creating an effective article learning method. In the previous
study, the usage of the English articles was investigated and
compared to the Korean language, which does not have an article
system. In addition, we examined the article errors and article
acquisition patterns commonly made by speakers whose native
language lacked an article in their mother tongue. For the purpose
of this study I had 14 high school students in Gwangju participated
in the experiment in which it was investigated whether the
participants' English grades, English interest, and English learning
period had an effect on the acquisition of articles, and whether

there was a difference in acquisition for each article type.
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Moreover, in this study, the usage of articles was classified into 3
for the indefinite articles and into 4 for the definite articles to find
out which area of the article usage was more difficult for the
participants. The statistical data was analyzed by a logistic
regression in a mixed effect model, using R. The acquisition of
articles was positively related to grades. Not only the grades but
also the learning period and interest in English had significant
effects on the acquisition of English articles. However, the
difference in the proficiency of the types of article did not show a
significant interaction with English grades, English interest, and
English learning period. The only exception was for English
learners with a short learning period of less than 3 years. Their
correction rate in the indefinite article was slightly higher than that
of the definite article. This is due to the fact that learn the
indefinite article first in the premature and intermediate states of
their language learning. The type of wusage that students
understood well was to describe a class of things or people, which
is also accounted for by the fact that it is the most basic and first
usage. This study suggests that it 1S necessary to devise a
teaching—learning method for articles that matches the interests

and English levels of high school students.
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|23 W7
2.1 o A AA £4

ogojo] #AE= A AMdefinite article) 'the', A WAM(indefinite
article)?! ‘a’ ¢} an’, F3#AH(zero article) Al 7FA]

[}
FAdAs teA] A o ARE Rt o w A EA @ As 7tEA

B A= =
o] @ Al(singular countable noun)@tel] 2221t} SHH & A] = WAL
7t AgoR AFeE ‘a'E AbgEtL mgoRm AFE Aol

<o = ], SRR

= ZRbEARe B A B A 22 4 B (Quirk, Greenbaum,

Leech & Starvik, 1985). F3 A= dubd o g FAHALO|AY &3 &
[e3]

@ W A8,

ol
= =
gol wARAIAL BATAL ATAL ZAze] ARH $HS AR ofy

= = AH 9lo] wAst ALY AHA A L& T
AL AgoR SRsHE Aol FAWAL a@ng BolEth (DelA
a young man, a little fox®} #o] Ao TH3}E= g AP o

SARAE AT,
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(1) a. There is a young man.

b One day, I found a little fox.

2) I A e Fis ved o
A9, Ta, S 53 o] Al EE A}%ﬂ & el SAdel mE
BRE Agets 49 v WA ool RATAbE g dumew
Hole A AREHE A9 gtk (2)9 gAb, 7EudI FZo] oW
2w fivd ) RAAAE ZoEh
(2) a. She is a doctor.
b. I am a Christian.
3) sl dAE & B
% QA4S st dE 95E ousAu shle o Eo
Argstazr & ow FAAANS AREYEH. Q) o]l dAE =AY
Juisl Wb A @ wEE wat Ao od A % AA
545 ovshs 4% FAWAR 2,
(3) a. A thermometer is used for measuring temperature.
b. A cheetah is the fastest animal.
4) 719 Oneo 2 ARE-
B5gel b BAL Sl sl g oulE 4zl ‘one’ &
Walske] ALgAT. (WAY vt @ ), 23wl @ ) g e
TEe 8L 45 ones WAl alan)s AHEE & U

(4) a. I have a banana

b. He gave me a bar of chocolate.
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2.1.2 Z#A} the

olm| kel FH AFHE WALEA A= AG HAF el AHAA
‘the’s ARE3Sith. (5)9F S 4% <o a boy, a girl. a jacket©]
WAl E o] Q7] Hell HIAF theE o] AMEL FHI} obd o] el

AR oMse A% 2 % 9

(5) a. I took an apple. The apple was not fresh.
b. I bought a jacket yesterday. Do you want to see the jacket?

S [e)
wg Ae

=
=
2y Wl Alg wE AsslA a9 AL

p

(6) a. Class. Open the page 150.
b. Mom is in the kitchen.

3) sl A =
AR EE 49T el A
the world $)o17Lh 7, @y, thAFat 2 hef, wFBAL LA

o
GHALE ARSI

rlr
=
do
ol
>

(A9
~~

the sun, the sky, the sea, the earth,

(7) a. We must heal the world.

b. He crossed the pacific two weeks ago.

4) A4

M Skelld ABAL thes ¥Wol &AMGHEDE FARH (Ba)eh o]
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AR 2ol= 45 ATAF theE ol &9 AFE-3h),

(8) a. The first president of the Korea was Seung-man Lee.

b. It was the last time to see him in 2019.

5) Hdw FEdlAM ] A
HE&T FEAE skl ABAE ARESHY HdES dERYL (9)9)

(9) a. The greatest king in Chosun Dynasty is King Sejong.

b. He was the most popular boy in his school.

p

6) 4 % AHATY FAE W A
A g AAATE SHg wE PAbe e o
thest @71 21tk (1A thatdsh 2ol WAE £4aFE ot
o

A} Rl hetet A4 o APAFOE JRAE A

c

(10) a. Do you like the girl that always wears Ugg boots?
b. The baby on the cart is crying.

7 54 Aol ¥ £

=4 Aojolu} WS Ush: Ageli AWA the® AMEETH
QDAY BAYEe Fd Tt ogm A% Wit F99 54
qejoli} AAE AT W AR} AFeET

(11) a. We should go to the west.
b. Helsinki is the capital city of Finland.
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= 3
= MY, Fase o}L %7]5;— AFsiet gu & w o] o]

2.2 =0 FAL AAS} GO BA AA v

AL ARGl QoiH ol mToIE AFgERE SAES EojuuA B
37 AL8)H @70 wet BALE AASUA S5 ALGAT o]k
g A AATE @ AEA e @A 245 oda: )
FA7E A Ao weldh shust A, Sael: Jofst 9l @4
54 g shibe] WA W of|l A B BA

delE Her] WEolth Jolt= AwHQl YAE A
BARALe] B wAL ARALS W WAL FaAle BE Bl Fe
(#AF B FezA ek s oo At FeAbE A
olm BAAL NS b7 shbe] FRE ZTHEIAY, 2000 A,

(12) a. 7oAl A
b. A= A EE S

=

o =
c. 24L& Tnm

_

(12)% 29, Fobd, Ak, 24 BF A4 @ wojolth. o] A
Folis $ATASE 2 wAb AT Qo) BAL Aol uhE Aol S
Fash o714 e ZFol ek ol td Ao §5el BFL
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PSS AA AAAL ‘o)) T ' uby ARgetE dAAto] vERRT

P&, 2006; Zdorenko®} Paradis, 2008). & A, doj&= 7}

A ouE vl F8SHA o7]7] wEol WA AR

543 gtA ARESRA|IRE ghmofo = WAL 2t

nj el g A ojulof] s A on] FHS sFF st DoAdS

=715 BAME S-S TR A FHEdd. S BeEARIbE 26
3

A 2 HFekeE 2SS Bog(Fa T, 2001).

3?.2 4
o
e
IRV 8
N o
2 a

o o N

L 3 L
o
ol
>
1o

(13) a. ol ®ol St
b. &= 7t

c. 1% SHEE Ao

(1ol vebd B2 3, A3, HES HFHAtelnh, JojdA= + o
27} = 835k719 EH4 FElE cups, gloves, glasses® HF=A] LERUOF
A, @l WA 17l BeA olng A AR ek v
Feje} do] 2220tk 23]y FHEo] Wol ok, FHES A, 1= A
S8 greks e Asoldld Ael Age A o e walold, o
Ao GFolo A obel Ba yAle AAeE Hee o P ALE

sHAl etk g=o] (130)9 o] oo glasses® TdEO] 9]

AAE B BAZ A AS B 5 Atk ST AT AE
Aom wsuat ARsrlel wolh e g @Fo] sAEe WS
Felz Bzl Aok AMAZE B} 2 544 S A

T ooudgd & A §l7] wEolth dAbe Agsi Ay 4 gs)
Al 2oldete oud oz o2 FH A A vt EAo] Aoz

A, oA AR A g4 el BaEe Fue 43 WA

A Apaalr)w @,

d
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(14) a. F Algro] A& Het)
b. ©A7le] =

SRS
o, w4

Byl o] 2459 ouE olsfst o & ofgwol §l
4(1995)9 ATelAe dal Skl A= wAL} o] Apol

oL rUO

3t BRe # s=xA] @i, AFo % o] AL ‘ﬂj*xﬂt 2 Za%
A geva AFAT. dolE SFsks b ol dARE Wids] Hithar
2 gtE 9 EFL SF5A5L 7MHd 2 s Ao g]u]:é_ L
e ol 5 do ¥ F5o dolA = Lie] La2dd 1S AA
o] W oy s =2 Aow oadd). ol o] WA £50]
AAATE Qi Lle] 9es @o]l wigi: AL ojugd, md

Nisbett(2003)¢] A7l A gt=ro] spRp5o] AbE} Adg wigtE o =
HH o7 ugtR 7| R AAH o vgtRE <14 AAS A dta

i), ol @ ATol HAAEY A AAL SPH pAoE vhetn
S salok she o] BAL w5l QoA Bl Aol adle] @ 9

®

2.3 9o BALY omlH dB

Aol mpEo] dole oJole} gl ouE et BAE A
suigte 2 2A7F gtk AT ol BA e oulrl FFE %
2|
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(15) Eating an apple per day was tied to a 28% lower risk of
developing type 2 diabetes. Moreover, the fruit supports weight

loss.

(15)EHS B F WA the fruites @3] LS oudts Zo] of
Utk 9 ExolA 9 the fruit7} 7127 A EwaF oo AF9 'an
apple's ¥l dfuvpd AboE tolo]Eo] g abA ok Aol A
lo] Tho]o]Ed] g apAolgt W ofy”] ujitolt). o] EA A}
oA Fag oulE yEerd 5 AN o] 3k ¥hALe] 2Aglo
3 EeA AA AHHA e Aow KA
3(1995)2 ol TALE a/an/the® B A ‘?%7]01] % ]
7F BAbel WigE e =7A Foke] FdellA AAlE] 5 EHA]
thar ekgint. ol WAL B FhAL A Al ZpA] gk 7‘32’5& A2 o]
st7] witoletar Eavh HEgk BA]E(1993)9] Atel] mEW YA
Qs tE wHEE FEnt LS Adadthal §@E wAF 68%, A

| geoha &3 WA 30%%lth. 1 7)ol shsAk HEt
o dagk Arolx] o1 2kl M= FaskA A A

o] grh. ol @ A AL @A FHAEe WA F5

o

9

K
S ooy

o, FX?_(" 1P FU
do
fu
e

g
o
2
(.-,
o e
L
u o
rlr
£l
>~
>,

2
= oo
morr oo N e

=

13 Huebner's classifications 7}g o] A&
sh=tl, Huebner®] RE2 A[A|% H3lolA ou|E4 7|sow &%
th. WA S "WAE EA XAl Aol 9=7) specific referent [+/-

SR] &+ o]7} o]H] o}= X]2]21A] herer knowledge [+/- HKI]Z ¥

_10_
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t}. [+ specific referent], [+hearer knowledgel?] o] AH& zZtx
U= WA A5 A thert AR HE HlEo] 7Y HWoHW, the:
ALg-3fore 9o A7k [-specific reference], [+hearer knowledge]¥
7 WAL theE: A SR AMEshe HlEo] 4 Fue 78 24+
Ul 2kt (Huebner, 1985).

2.4 EFL g&5AE9 9o A} FE

Ionin, Ko2} Wexler(2004)2] A7tolA L1 #A} A A7} §l+= EFLE

FAHE S 54 (specificity)oll whe} A dArel GAAL Aol A thA
o072 poltty o} wa @A A A EFLIEAS0] ABALS}
FAIAE b Mg FE Hdval HET BRSSO o] Tt
d Tad AL WA A AJAE et Blolth o] & #elat]
fAelA kA S" BAE SdAEAE Gotdlop . = BAF F52
SF WS A9E ZS 8% Master(1997)€ HIESH B2 ATl
A Erojo] BALZE EAskeA ] weEt o] #AF Shgdl 2 dEFe Fu
© Ae Bd. T=o], 4o, YAjote] T AL AAVE gle Aol At

AT 2Qle], Balo], TP ofs) o] maofo] #A} Q)
gl WAF £50] QolA BA el @ Anvhs Aotk E@

G 209 3he] MRS Hete] o5 WA AL v

Fol e g |t
steledl 2 Ak Rsojdl wAAIAZE §l= EFL SeAtee FaikE
7V WA S50 Y. I e o® WAL theE: F533AT AL AA
7F Bojell Sl ShsAbe S A¥AL theE 7MY WA 55k ZoR
YEHTE o] Eoldl #ALZE gl7] wiEell AL oj<sste] Llo]
oE F5st=t oA S & Ao=E B o]F Foto] Exold
HA7E gl ghero] sixbE =3 F-A dAM(indefinite article)E 7HE =
A 55 Aolgta —7}%3]] E 9 ATk Snape(2018)2 E=rofo] AL
AAZE i L2 StEAES ol e 358 1 ¢ ofdes AA 4

_11_
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i, A BAGA (16)7 e oRE Wk

(16) EFols] BAAA Q& GEAEY OF

oM,
ol
o

[e:

l
_0|L
32
o

a. BALE AFgtelo} shz WAREAA B ALGEA ekt

b, TS AHEEA

AL,

c. RAPAE AL S A9 ATA} the AFEHTY.

&3l thist} thats, FA4¥AL a7k obd FAF ones

100% —
o
< 75% =l
°
50%
25% _'L
Japanese Spanish
[Clcontexts definite | indefinite definite | indefinite
| Ospecific 82% 29% 92% 1%
Enon-specific 48% 4% 98% 2%
(Snape et al, 2006: 135)
<1¥2-1>

Definite®} Indefinite &34 A&BALS] 2 %A}

_12_

Collection @ chosun



100%

S
- 15%
50%
25%
0% =
Japanese Spanish
Ocontexts definite |indefimite | definite |indefinite
Ospecific 13% 70% 6% 96%
Enon-specific | 46% 94% 0% 96%

(Snape et al, 2006: 135)
<AY2-2>
Definite®} Indefinite E3NA F-RABALS 29 FA+

Reid #(2006) elA= A 5500 glo] Lio] #A7} EAsh=A
o whe} G50 QEbN =X Aumy] skl YWl 14w} Asfelo] 3

2 99 e ddew AdS AAsdn. 2'<2-1,2>9F o] U]l ShF
2= [-definite, +specific] SHEANA HABA} theE ALgstE AS =
4= Qal [+ definite, —-specific] &4 Y o, FAHHAA} a/anS @o] A5}
= S Hdn = AHAF theot FA WAL ] FEEE AREo] A
A=A Bol yepgth ofo] wha] 2#|Qlo] stk AlM = o] %
Aol Holx] 29kth Mizuno(1986)% YEJEL B Jof A4
AdS & o AAE0] #AE 2 S Aol s As g7l B+
At RIS Boabgeste Aol vl B T AR S
sk A st FREES aelsof shr] wiEel #ANE ARESHA] &
Aol dvkal ok B3 oldA, FEA (201002 =l FAREAY] AT
Sl 18hdy) 33hd oShA 30 s WA ® AR AR T ol

Collection @ chosun



i

3|

&F9150% %= &

2+2150%

3

{ 2.9kt

A}
=

=4

3

o] ¥

AL (a, the,

1
s

_do

stz

A

il

)

|
o

—_
)A

e
uze]

Jerde

o
-

314 (1994)

9
g

AR
=
—_
)A
=
;OO
AR

)
fife)

o

54y
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3. d74A # 23

3.1 4+ g&

o T e LA = P s N :
oo @ T T B AR W W T o BT T
%?Mlé%ﬂn%%ﬂommoE%MW_E%%
SO TR =S . S S S ARC N B
%ioimmrno%@%fr1%,ﬂ 3 o
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(17) a. I bought a jacket and a skirt. The jacket was cheap, but
the skirt was expensive.

b. We studied a new song yesterday. Let’s sing the song.

(18) a. Who is the best player on your team?
b. No, it is at the end of this street.

(19) a. Tom gave me the pen on the table.
b. Such organizations tend to meet once a week in one of

the hotel that the town leads.

(87 ol A%, ARFE el AuAlel AeL B BYow %
BEAE AFFACHDE Tol W W A Te| $4E e

ro] AALE B £ FI F 3EFdo FAIT

ot
ﬁ

(20) a. Look outside. The sky is getting very dark.
b. Do you mean you went to northern France, not to the

south?

AIALY] AMEES BT @2 F HwdeE AEFsiglt. tgele=
FAIANE SHEE TAES &Y. @QDiEE9 a hat, a jacket¥}

PE 574 Wdel obd AIAA S

(21) a. Tom never wears a hat.

b. I bought a jacket.
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(22) a. Many people in a town belong to a club or two.

b. I want a cup of coffee
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(23) a. Her husband is an art teacher.

b. Stella is an interesting person.
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3.3.1 AFNZAH

<3# 3-2>
A3 BALeLY] AEE 4 A
g 5t

Estimate Std. error z value Pr>lzl)
A 5.06944 0.993 5.105 3.31E-07
eI a=p! -0.95262 0.19062 -4.997 5.81E-07

TARE 7 A AL -0.07575 0.94024 -0.081 0.936

A &BALEF 0.06376 0.17574 0.363 0.717
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<#3-6>
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Estimate Std. Error z value PrC|zl)
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(24) a. Mike is a student.
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(25) Her husband is an art teacher.
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1. I want to ask you ____ question. Is there __ bank near here?"
"No, it is at ____ end of this street."

2. Tom never wears ____ hat.

3. There's __ woman at the bus stop.

4. Look outside. __ sky is getting very dark.

5. did you go last vacation? [ went to Hawaii with my
sister.

6. 1 in Korea in 1992. Y& 2000 =0l Sk=ro] A Ejofyk

7. We enjoyed our trip. ____ hotel was very nice.

8. John and Lisa have two children, __ boy and ___ girl. __ boy
1s five years old, and ___ girl is three. John works in __
grocery store. Lisa doesn't have ___ job.

9. Mike is __ student. When he graduated school, he wants to
become ____ doctor. He lives in ____ small apartment near

college where he is studying. __ apartment is not big.

10. Tom gave me ____ pen on the table.

11. Who is ___ best player on your team?

12. There was ___ interesting program on TV last night.

13. 1 want ___ cup of coffee and ___ piece of cake.

14.. _ _you_ ever __(be) to New York? w& 7F24 d4?

Yes, I __ (go) there on vacation two years ago.

you have a good time? Yes, it ___ great!

15. He always (go) to work by car. But, yesterday he

to work by bus.
16. Who was first President of United States?
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17. She is teacher. Her husband is art teacher.

18. way should we go?
19. long does it take to get from Gwang-ju to Seoul by car?
20. kind of job do you want?

21. Do you mean you went to northern France, not to

south?
22. 1 got up and ___ __ shower. Y= dojypr AR E g},
23. ____ you were ____ child, you ____ tall. "7} Jg& W v
717F ZdTk.
24. We don't have enough money (buy) ___ new car.
25. Butter ___ (make) from milk.
26. 1 bought __ jacket and ___ skirt. _  Jacket was cheap, but

skirt was expensive.

27. My room (clean) yesterday.
28. This house (build) 100 years ago,
29. Rachel has been in Brazil Monday.
30. I __ never a horse. (ride)
31. You look tired. You need __ vacation
32. Stella is __ interesting person. You should meet her.
33. A: Let's watch ____movie together.
B: OK, that’s great idea.
34. “Where’s Sue?” “She’s in ____ yard.”

O 235 Qo] g5t RS HojdoAg.

Many people in (__) town belong to (__) club or two. One of
(___) clubs is likely to be (___) social organization, such as
(__) Rotary. Working people are likely to belong, also to either
(__) Kiwanis Club or (___) Lions. Such organizations tend to
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meet once a week in one of (___) hotel that (__)

town leads.

They have ( ) lunch, hear ( )  good program, and continue

their fundraising program for ( ) worthy organization, such as

(__) local hospital.

Wl ZH Eo]Zd g9 TolE IEAN Q.

A : We studied a new song yesterday. Let’s sing

@ song @ songs ® the song @ the songs ® a song
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