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ABSTRACT

The Mediating Effects of Parent—Child Interaction on the

Relationship between Playfulness and Peer Competence

in Children

Baek Ji—seong
Advisor : Prof. Seo Hyun Ed.D
Major in Early Childhood Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to analyze the relationship between
children’s playfulness and peer competence, focusing on the parent-child
interaction of children’s playfulness and environmental characteristics among
the various variables affecting the development of children’s peer
competence, and to empirically analyze the mediating effects of parent—child

interaction in the effects of children’s playfulness on peer competence.

1) What was the perception of playfulness, parent—child interaction, and
peer competence of young children?

2) What were the effects of playfulness and parent-child interaction on
peer competence?

3) What was the mediating effect of parent-child interaction on the

relationship between playfulness and peer competence?
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To solve the research problem, 254 children and parents who are
attending kindergartens in Gwangju and Jeonnam were selected as subjects
and the survey was conducted. The collected questionnaires were
processed in the following way using the SPSS program.

First, frequency analysis was conducted to examine the demographic
characteristics of the children and their parents.

Second, Cronbach’s coefficient was calculated to investigate the reliability
of the research tool.

Third, independent sample t-test and F-test were conducted to examine
the difference in perceptions of children’s playfulness, parent-child
interaction, and peer competence according to demographic characteristics
of children and parents.

Fourth, pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficient was calculated
to examine the relationship among infant playfulness, parent—child
interaction, and peer competence.

Fifth, multiple regression analysis was conducted to investigate the
influence of children’s playfulness and parent—-child interaction on peer
competence. In order to analyze the mediating effect of parent—child
interaction on the relationship between children’s playfulness and peer
competence, the mediating effect verification procedure proposed by Baron
and Kenny(1986) was used. The results of the study analyzed through data
collection are as follows.

First, the children’s playfulness showed the highest average in the order
of expression of pleasure, physical spontaneity, sense of humor, social
spontaneity, and cognitive spontaneity, and the age group recognized high
in the order of 4 years old, 3 years old, and 5 years old.,Peer competence

was high in the order of initiative, prosociality, and sociability, and there
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was no difference in perception according to the gender and age of the
infant. As a result of analyzing the difference in perception of parent—child
interaction according to the age of parents, the average was high in the
order of 30 years old, 40 years old or older, and 30 ~ 39 years old
parents.

Second, there was a significant positive correlation between playfulness
and peer competence, and social spontaneity and cognitive spontaneity of
playfulness had a positive effect on peer competence, and physical
spontaneity of playfulness, expression of pleasure, and sense of humor did
not have a positive effect on peer competence. And positive discipline
behavior and affection behavior of parent—child interaction had a positive
effect on peer competence, so it can be predicted that the higher the
parents have positive discipline behavior and affection behavior to the
infant at home, the higher the level of peer competence of the infant.

Third, the parent—child interaction in the relationship between playfulness
and peer competence has a significant effect as a partial mediating variable,
suggesting that parents should respect their children’s opinions and express
their emotional affection actively when they discipline their children, so that
when positive interactions between parents and children are made, the
prosocial behavior of the children increases.

Based on the results of the study, this study concluded that the
parent—child interaction variables of the playfulness of the individual
characteristics and the environmental characteristics can act as a major
predictor and protection factor in strengthening the core competence of the
peerness of the infant. Above all, this study was able to identify the
individual characteristics of the children and various factors of the home

environment that affect the peer competence of the children, and through
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this, it was meaningful in that it presented a plan to cultivate the peer
competence of the children and verified the mediating effect of the
parent—child interaction, which received relatively less attention in the
study on the playfulness and peer competence of the children.,In addition, it
is meaningful that the conclusion that play activities can play an important
role in strengthening the peer competence of young children from the
viewpoint that they form and maintain peer relationships while expressing
pleasure in various indoor and outdoor play activities centered on

spontaneity in kindergartens is drawn.
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