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ABSTRACT

Research into Republic of Korea Army’s Special Operations

as the Changing Security Environment

Kim, Kwang Hyun

Advisor: Prof. Kim, Beob Heon, Ph.D.
Department of Military Science,
Graduate School of Chosun University

Analysis of recent warfare reveals that nations worldwide have developed
special operation forces as a means of highly efficient combat units capable of
being operated for national interest, and nations have recognized their usage in
critical operations to win wars on the modern battlefield. Thus, in both current
and future warfare, special operations remain a critical area of operations.

This research attempts to discuss special operations in the element of
security environments based on the following problem statements. Firstly, what
are the factors that influence special operations in the element of security
environment, including the change in warfare and the increase of
unconventional threats such as terrorism? Second, what are the success lessons
from US Army units that led successful special operations in the post 9/11
era? Third, what is the way ahead for the ROK Army’s special operations?
These questions laid the foundation for this research.

The purpose of this research, as follows from the above context, is to
identify the causal relationship between the element of security environment to
special operations from the case studies of US Army special operations. These
will inform the direction for development proposed for ROK Army special
operations. Additionally, this research will propose a theoretical development for
ROK Army special operations as follows from the element of security
environments, and suggest a direction for enhancing future forces.

To resolve this problem, the author has identified three elements of

_Vi_
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battlefield environment, threat identification, and response volition, and with this
as the basis, analyzed examples from US Army special operations to find out
the elements’ influence to National security elements, further verifying their
causal relationships and extrapolating lessons.

The author then applied those lessons to ROK Army’s special operations,
and identified problems to ROK Army’s special operations and proposed
respective solutions.

This research finds the following three characteristics from US Army special
operations: First, in terms of the battlefield environment, they operate the
battlefield in an integrated manner, utilize and develop high-tech weapons, and
establish an integrated operational environment via a network-centric
operational environment. Second, in terms of threat identification, they
conducted various special operations during the Cold War era to respond to
various conventional and unconventional threats, conducted systematic and
professional operations after the end of the Cold War era, and conducted
high-tech special operations after 9/11 terrorist attack. Third, acknowledge in
terms of response volition, they respond in multiple domains of warfare,
including integrated special operations and shaping operations for decisive
action, as well as establishing a cyber operational environment.

By applying these lessons on ROK Army special operations analysis, the
subsequent analysis found the following problems: First, in terms of the
battlefield environment, they operate a bifurcated command system between
armistice and wartime, utilize antique Wweapons, and has no integrated
operational environment due to their lack of a network-centric operational
environment. Second, in terms of threat identification, perceived the North
Korea's threat as regime change, while the organization was expanded in
responding to North Korean threats, the operations were limited to infantry
tactics. Special operations were limited and did not address potential threats,
and did not develop responses to transnational and nonmilitary threats. Third,
even on response volition, the author assess only limited integrated special
operations were conducted. Shaping operations were limited in focus to North
Korean threats, cyber operations were limited to defensive capacities, and

special operations covered only ground operational domains.

- vii -
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The author has proposed three directions of development for ROK Army’s
special operations to tackle these problems, one for each independent variable of
the element of security environment. Firstly for the battlefield environment, the
author proposes a network—centric integrated operational environment with:
optimized organization based on cooperation, high-tech weapons systems, and
hyper-connected networked operation systems.

Secondly, on threat identification, the author has proposed specific special
operation measures to respond to North Korean asymmetrical threats, potential
threats in Northeast Asia, and the increase of transnational/nonmilitary threats.
Thirdly, on response volition, the author proposes a multi-domain precision
integrated operation with hyper-integrated combined modernized operations and
a cyber domain’s multi-dimension operation.

The author believes that the results of this research have the following
academic implications: First, the research proved a causal relationship between
the independent variables of the element of security environments - battlefield
environment, threat identification, and response volition - and the dependent
variable of special operations. Second, the research found that while the US
Army special operations have developed a high-tech special operation scheme
that actively responded to the above three factors, ROK Army special
operations’ were focused only to North Korean threats, limiting their growth.

The author proposed the following policy recommendations: First, in terms of
battlefield awareness, ROK Army special operations should establish a joint
special operations command, develop and utilize high-tech weapons for special
operation use, and catalyze an early establishment of a network—based
command and control system. Second, in terms of threat identification, ROK
Army should outgrow a mindset focused only on North Korean threats, and
develop a specific concept and plans for North Korean threats, as well as
responses for rapidly changing North Korean situations. They need to develop
specific plans and maintain all-time training for potential threats such as
territorial disputes around Dokdo and jurisdictional conflicts over Ieodo island.
They need to revise a trans—governmental organization and strengthen
international cooperation for a joint response to transnational and nonmilitary

threats. Third, in terms of response volition, the ROK Army needs to aim for

- viii -
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early integration of future weapons systems for a combined precision integrated
operation; modernization operation in the hyper integrated combined level to
support decisive action; create coordination bodies between the ROK Joint Chief
of Staff (JCS), Special Warfare Command, and relevant agencies such as the
National Intelligence Service, Army Intelligence Command, and the Ministry of
Economy and Finance as well as nurture an active exchange of relevant
personnel; and the establishment a ROK JCS-led integrated cyber operations
environment for a multi-dimensional operation in the cyber domain.

Lastly, this research hopes to establish a theoretical foundation for the
development of ROK Army special operation to adapt to the element of
security environments, and to provide mid-/long-term direction for ROK

Army’s preparation of future warfare.

Keywords: special operations, element of security environment, battlefield

environment, threat identification, response volition
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