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ABSTRACT

Significance of the Constant Mind(1&-)

in The Mencius

Kim Eun Son
Advisor : Prof. Lee Cheol Seung, Ph. D.
Translation of SinoKorean Classics

Graduate School of Chosun University

In this paper, it explored the significance of the Constant Mind in the
Mencius. Through this, it examined the significance of the constant
mind in various areas such as individual and society. It frequently
happened to harm people due to the lack of morality in the society
at that time. Mencius pursued the self-reliant human image of
restoring one's own morality through self-discipline even in this
situation. Mencius said, “truly without the constant mind, there is
nothing you can't do like debauchery, flattery, wickedness,
extravagance’ . This means that the constant mind has to do with the
morality that makes people have a touch of humanity.

Mencius emphasized the constant mind to keep morality constant and
permanent. He regarded the inner morality as human nature. He
thought that everyone is born with the good nature. He pursued a
soclety of realizing good nature through this. Mencius emphasized
the imperturbable mind which cannot be swayed, no matter the

temptation, to keep morality constant. He thought that a vast-flowing
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spirit and wise sayings would be necessary to achieve the
imperturbable mind.

Mencius explained a vast-flowing spirit as closely related to human
morality. He emphasized the action that one does not forget and
practices constantly in order to develop a vast-flowing spirit. He
insisted on wise sayings as another strength of the imperturbable
mind along with a vast-flowing spirit. Mencius emphasized the
maintenance of inner morality through wise sayings. According to
Mencius, as a vast-flowing spirit and wise saying interact, the
imperturbable mind is achieved. Mencius emphasized constant moral
practice through this.

The constant mind in the Mencius implies its significance in terms of
self-discipline and edification. The constant mind in the TMenciusy is
significant in making the society peaceful and stable, as the mind

affects others when cultivating one's own character.

Keywords: Mencius(#& ), constant(fg), constant mind(f&.), morality(;&@

Vi
7

M), human nature(Z4), the imperturbable mind(fFEjiy), self-reflection
(B2 R4), self-discipline({&%&), edification(zk{l)
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