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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Organic Expression of Natural Images

—Focusing on Researcher's Artworks —

Koo, Man-chae

Advisor : Prof. Kim Yu-sab, Ph.D.
Depar tment of Fine arts

Graduate School of Chosun University

Nature has existed with humans since ancient times, and has been understood
as the source of all life and art. This is because nature itself has meaning only
in its purity and autonomy, and it gives sensibility and enlightenment to humans
in the form of creation and extinction.

The researchers are producing paintings based on this nature. In particular, we
aim to represent abstract or semi—-abstract natural images in a two—dimensional
planar space. Most of all, there are many organic images that seem to resemble
the biological forms that we commonly see in nature in the works of researchers
who contemplate and express about nature. However, the image is not a
reproduction of the biological form of nature, but a self-image created by the
inner necessity of the researcher.

Organic means that each part of a living organism constitutes a whole is
closely related to each other. Organic natural forms have consistently been
represented in art as organic images since the murals of the Paleolithic Age. By
the 19th century, organic images were revealed by recreating many natural forms
with free curves, while from the late 19th century, organic and geometric images
were revealed in complete abstractionism or abstract expressionist paintings that
had no reproduction object or were not reproduced through strong colors and

simple forms of expressionism.

- viii —
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Organic forms and structures, which are the source of abstract painting, have
a living "life" characteristic of an organism and a changing "sustainability" while
steadily preserving its value, triggering "self-reliance" in which the artist exerts
creativity on his own without external influences. These characteristics include
life and sustainability, and the interrelated organic order. These organic features
are closely related to the work of researchers.

According to Worringer, humans feel a certain desire to escape from time due
to their lack of existence and coincidence. This claim by Boringer was
understood as a demand for abstract and geometric art of modern people, and
after gradually going through the abstraction process in Europe, abstract art
emerged in the early 20th century. Kandinsky was the first artist to explore the
world of pure abstraction, influenced by Boringer's aesthetics, and also the
theorist of abstract painting, which published two books, "On the Spirit of Art" in
1912 and "On the Moon" in 1926. According to Kandinsky, art is not an 'external
thing' but an expression of 'mental things' such as the mind and the idea, such
as human emotions. This is why he and many contemporary artists turned their
attention from external to internal for fear of shrinking human existence and
identity amid the widespread material civilization. Kandinsky justified the abstract
expression by saying that the image with "internal inevitability" is art.

Kandinsky said that inner necessity is the mental power of the object in art,
and this power makes you feel emotional similarity to the object. Just as any
melody in music makes us feel joy and sorrow, there is a similarity in our inner
world like music. In other words, various sculptural elements such as shapes,
lines, and colors are harmonized like music, creating rich emotions by
coordinating with the inside.

In the United States, art theorists who greatly contributed to the conversion of
abstractionist paintings from Europe into abstract expressionist paintings include
Alfred Barr, Clement Greenberg, Harold Reenberg, and Leo Steinberg. In
particular, Greenberg argued that the intrinsic value of painting, such as form,
color, and flatness, was the basis for determining the value of painting,
especially by emphasizing the "unique speciality of painting art" and supporting

_iX_
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abstract expressionism of New York painters as the enemy of modernist art.

Researchers sympathize with abstractionism or abstract expressionism as a
"meaningful form" advocated by Bell and followed by Greenberg and Rosenberg.
And they are constantly striving for meaningful forms. Above all, the
color-exposed form is a meaningful form as an internal necessity defined by
Kandinsky. To create this meaningful form, researchers are looking for
meaningful forms while directly observing and contemplating nature.

Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944) was one of the most important artists of the
20th century, along with Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso and Marcel Duchamp, who
pioneered modern painting in the 20th century. Above all, he is a great artist
who has established a perfect abstraction from all subjects. In particular, it is an
abstract painting that expresses the rhythm of music with dots, lines, faces, and
colors on the canvas, and expresses the inside in organic and geometric forms.
Kandinsky thought that above all, nature has an abstract and creative spirit
hidden, and that the spirit inherent in nature appeals to the human soul through
matter.

Kandinsky's organic image was largely divided into two periods and proceeded
in different forms. The first is the early abstract painting of the 1910s, and the
second is the geometric and organic abstract painting of the 1930s, which was
influenced by surrealist artists Arf and Miro. The first organic image is a rather
chaotic image that transforms natural form, while the second organic image is a
neat image reminiscent of a circular biological form due to the influence of
surrealism.

Arshile Gorky (1904-1948) was an Armenian immigrant from Turkey who
pioneered American abstract expressionism. Gorky developed his style by
absorbing the post—impressionist, three—dimensional, and surrealist painters of
Europe. In particular, he evaluated Cezanne as the best painter, analyzed nature
in the way she expressed it, and transformed it into a pictorial structure. In
1939, Gorky met and interacted with Chilean surrealist painter Roberto Mata, who
was influenced by him to build his own style of painting.

The composition of the screen shown in Sousal Gorky's work <Practice for the
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Brain> depicts lines drawn between the drawing of black lines and the organic
side of black and the collection of unorthodox sculptural images represented by
primary colors.

The researcher's organic abstractions were heavily influenced by the organic
abstractions shown by Kandinsky in Europe in the 1910s and 1920s and by
Gorky of the United States in the 1930s and 1940s. And in content, it relies
heavily on the idea of life and the organic invincibility of nature. However, the
researcher induced changes in the autonomous order of the surface and various
refraction of the space by presenting different textures in the necessary
positions on homogeneous screens, a trait of modernism, and elicited natural
affinity in a calm sense. By using objects such as hanji and stone dust to give
the screen a variety of changes, and by adding different meanings and feelings
that cannot be expressed on the existing screen, we pursued a shift in sensory
thinking to the repeated order.

The characteristics shown in the researchers' organic abstractions include
organic forms and spaces, biological images, non-representational forms and
spaces, overlapping spaces, musical rhythms, atypical properties, autonomous
lines, accidental effects, planal spatial composition, and unnatural colors.

Through this study, the researchers analyzed the process of organic
abstraction of natural images and attempted a theoretical and morphological
check of the researchers' paintings. This allowed researchers to identify several
important facts. First of all, it was understood that the meaning of nature means
that in the East, but in the West, the East and West paintings, which express
nature as sanctions, were essentially different. In the East, there was a tradition
that humans pursued painting emphasized as the center of nature, while in the
West, humans sought harmony by adapting to the order of nature's natural
order.

Researchers are pursuing abstractions of organic images among these
conflicting abstract painting developments of Kandinsky and Gorky. Above all,
organic abstraction is based on the organic and organic order of nature, which
is directly related to the paintings of researchers. Therefore, the researcher's

- Xii —
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study of the expression of organic abstraction in this study focused on the
works of its pioneers Kandinsky and Gorki, and found that Kandinsky's early
abstract paintings and later abstract paintings had a lot to do with the
researcher's paintings.

However, the researcher's work did not follow Kandinsky's content and
attitude. Above all, Kandinsky and Gorki's organic abstractions revolved around
memories of their culture rather than entirely targeting nature. This is very
different from the researchers' consistent observation and drawing of nature,
representing the thoughts and feelings with organic abstractions. Naturally,
researchers' organic abstractions are not intentionally imitated, but are caused by
latent memories of their works and by the researchers' sensory expressions.

Through this study, the researchers understood that images are implemented
with continuous observation and experience accumulation, internal reflection, and
infinite imagination of nature, and thus provided theoretical and geometric basis
for the organic abstract expression of natural images that the researcher has
pursued. We will continue our sincere research on how the expression of
sculpture images is autonomously implemented from the mental elements of
natural observation and reflection in the creative expression of the nature of life,
circulation, and autonomy, the nature of painting. To this end, the researchers
want to design the theory of sculpture with the study of new aesthetics and
build their own unique painting world.

- Xiii -
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Matta, 1911~2002) S W=HoIHA X4AlQ SISMHE R=061I] AIXSHHCEHT
st O= 192840 ettt ASMHE Ol0IHI A(Stuart Davis, 1892~1964)-= 10|
% (John Graham, 1886~1961)1t= ‘AIEACH B2 0t=2 XS AUSEMN SN S

o Y& Ds=Hs CUEMN 2 MH&E(Paul Cézanne, 1
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39~1906)-EZ IItA

(Pablo Picasso, 1881~1973)-¢t 0|Z(Joan Mir6, 1893~1983)-x2z% BHct3a
(Georges Braque, 1882~1963)2 22 S8 ROUHUS Its2 &HE2 24otn, &
== DI=0l et OIEHQ =25 ot S2UHE dotAT

D2I1Jt Ol==tWE Ol & 32 3ot A 28, I=0lds S0
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FAN A, CEZROIE, 2 SEHAME RCAZY S0l S0t 0I= &Hs F=H=Z
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F-MIEe gAaloz>[E f4]l= M= AUz MEe Az, <dAee &
S>(1908)M Y HE &l XS thE3sioll, MEME AsS 2to 32t e Xt

149) Mattison, “Harold Rosenberg, Arshile Gorky: The Man, The Time, The Idea”, Whitefish, MT
. Literary Licensing, LLC, 2012, p.144.
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SIAI| WH20ICt."158)

19308 HEE 19404 =Bt 2= EZ2=(André Breton, 1896~1966), =4
Ots(André Masson, 1896~1987), &9 Ol2(Joan Mird Ferra, 1893~1983), 0|E
€ D|(Yves Tanguy, 1900~1955), &HIE 2 Z2|(Salvador Dali, 1904~1989), 2+A 0f

EAE(Max Ernst, 1891~1976) SO =HAFO IS0l LIXIS Etet= IloH

152) ZAkel, TZEAZFO Xs)|go &sdel dR, , eELsuss=a, 17, 2018, p.98.
153) Harold Rosenberg, ‘The American Actioin Painters’, “Art News, December”, 1952, p.55.
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1934401 Hat&HH=s & M vldI2 FE== oMot Chest 2/0IE ==otil 2t
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et RASS HOIUHN 3tEH0 H3Exz Tt
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JEoz WAGIULE AIHS2 01 MAS 2AGHH=E S0l &l LA 23H0A2
d=2, 88, 84 S8 Fld= MEE st 246tRLH Ol 2E=2 Sgs &
2 MsS JtE tl=210t g AIE2D G2 JIUSES /7Eotes X2 SES AtAGt
HAM 2350 2ES Edlles 2001 &322 =S 20t EJCH
DEJ= 1934F £ I (Willem de Kooning, 1904~1997)S SiLt M2 XA
ot otH SOAM X3 2L 226l WFotHA ME2 HES AIAGHRIL & FE
o

Ct = d=ol &= 22 ol FouY Ms= I8 U SA 0 =S Ot
AD 2= £2 A0 ZAJACH D 3 DoHHA D0 st JU2S S WL 159
il

0Ot & O (Agnes Magruder, 1921~2013)2F HE56+0H =ot0l OF2 D23[(Maro Gorky,
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t >

2AHIDE D23I]19 1936E T HE <EIIAIQE ME>S[T 65]0A LHZFo SAl
M SIS SHEIC S&2=z Qlst Aol o|aiE LAGIRULCH 0] HElZ QIaiM X
A 9|

Of FHRAUE & | elI§2 &S(action)
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AZZ2 HEold ] ot R0 AIEdte &8 A& s HEZ0ICH 2Xe 0IE, S2l& e Y
ol YHM 018e 2E ZAIDF HHE A=0UA BollXl= AFD2 JIZ0ICH D 8AHSh SASH3HUCE
155) John Elderfield, “De Kooning: A Retrospective” New York: The Museum of Modern Art,

2011, p.53.
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“Rethinking Arshile Gorky”, Pennsylvania : Penn State University Press,

Kim S. Theriault,

159)

2009, pp.108~109

December 1952,

News,

Art

“The American Actioin Painters,”

Harold Rosenberg,

160)
pp.72~73.
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[& 71] 123
OICH> 1944

Ct. SHECHOl= =52 HE HO0tM Scist 229 FAOIM, 2+ 22 U=t
o B2, DdelA MM ZZUHHRAIN MSAU SEMCHE Sl 2t
95l Y8 AMAZILH Z2HHSRAE HSAQ EFEOIA 20 SHol &
T EZH0 UM= AXe EMS B0HEL Ol WSIHZ2AM A0t EE &2
0 SHolHA gHst DES a2 SsAIlse 123 e 22 A
JlH= 19443 &8 <Os2 W 842 XX 220ICH> [ 71]001 CHEHA
Mol D=old P10 FES AMAE J|YHH o/=otd HHES Hell A 1O
NZSIALH 8 20l 89 Rz 228ez MEE oIt s
It HEE 20l A2 FHote W2 22 d2 REHell MHAS HEHE
e Moz & SHE U2 A4S tE2=2 ot AHE= XotCH"16010 HY
SIAI(BEF)E 2t2 1DEIJIE AMEGIRE E=282 19454 53U w=2
AXlst =2l dbl ZHelulA 1 E3I|(Arshie Gorky)> & Al

s AXZ2(The Eye-Spring), Olgt MI=29 o
772~1837)JF "2l9l ECtF SN LHIHE 2526 =22 QI8 0 E, #et)
MOl BHJ A0l St SAICHS HAI0l 22 Al

£H :
SEIBAl Q2t0] =2 CIA0IL SHYUS o2 LTHA BB EHAIBINH 204
=2

—_

[

161) Clement Greenberg, “Review of Exhibition of Paul Gauguin and Arshile Gorky,”
pp.79~80.

578 JH0ll

IA AFS ZE2l0ll(Charles Fourier,

162) Andre Breton, “Arshile Gorky,” in Surrealism and Painting, ed. Simon Watson Taylor and

Mark Polizzotti, New York: MFA Publications: Reprint edition, 2002, 199.
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dibgl ZeielilAd €& OA Xtedlel D27 JHIE = 3Xtel 22 AE dedd=
19453 1N=2J|9 H B JHeld <0tg 123> 9 B20AM D230t =& =F29
s LASS dME F D220t OE sl #2ts SFELEE AFNs 2
KgH =AF2 AN2S2 =00 ItotAU. 12910 =J| a9 A&, X
F2|o IJth, =EAFS 02 2 0l stHS XSS IHalgtel AEEHZE
ASHAIZD] H20ICH Ol D8lHdeE nEJ12 st AAHO ot Chu 22 2
= g4 123Dt d= FEie =a3stzo BetE E/REs SUIUL

“XILHo(1944) Oleidt AS0AM HOY 2EH2 M2 BeE 20=UACH 0l
19 slets YHM=FCE d=otHAM SN M=o 25 HEEE et 20|
SZOIACE - K= LHAYA HD dFH, SAML| M) FH4HO WSS
(biomorphic)'2l 2!l SEHE HSISI/ACH D2l 01 s 222 |KSHQ(liquid) =4
2t S36tl) 30IcHH E0l= 33X EEis2 2HAII2 =D FHUA 20ls S
0| CH.”163)

1 28, 1U2JIE HIRot 2t 0IZ, 012 I, d=dl 0t S =&k

e
e
1o
-

2 ME HHotAl 1 = 052 012 Ol=e ZEEA Ol OFEIHRZ
MEBe2|2(Frangcois—René de Chateaubriand, 1768~1848)164)0f 22|18 1 UCH
O X0l CHoll A oA =2 ot RACEH. 165
19454 FEL| Ol=2 Hdl MAINA DIHEIYE D212 19458 & HE <RSI

|_ Xl

T 72]= JI231020t 18434@ & Z2 H=2

o LII> [ A SZ= 20t M
st AZO0ILE JldzAN=zEs 2 MAMOUIA ItEee=z 0l2= =&otAl 28 Atale
ZEMEs UL F0Z3 QotdlA= IlN2H D2 Rel, Z|0k= Hel DUl
Z OHHIAIZA OIOFIIRHCE. GHAIZE JlMIZANEE cdlJIUE SuHE ZX0 0lI2H &
- QlS= M2, e 2= SolA 8d NA=2It Uss 2| 2Ele WES
ot O DESs X MORMOLD TAEECH Ol 2= =822 4 N27(9 Z&M

163) Clement Greenberg, “Review of an Exhibition of Arshile Gorky—1945 in The Collected
Essays and Criticism, Volume 2: Arrogant Purpose, 1945-1949,ed. John O'Brian”, Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1988, p.13.

64) AMNEBE2IY(Francois—René de Chateaubriand, 1768~1848)2 Z & A9 AMJIOIX QWIIZ
IA IO &etst M 1791 SOM2Iot2 L eICioel X S0A AHA JHelAel 25
SAS AFR 252 B Ao EM 20IE AL, 2EIHA E2 ARUAH =BEY SEE
Y2 TS e D52 ADIotH 22tel =8, 512 SOl CHoll AtMaIH I nE2 IR0

165) OIAIXE, TAFES 3 D20AM UEIHLE AIESE|I22 S0tHI2IDH0 et €8: X S5
A E0 CHotOd roI2utst, , S 2Uegw 2sHR, 2009, pp.123~125.
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169) Clement Greenberg, “Review of an Exhibition of Arshile Gorky”, 1948, p.220.

170) Clement Greenberg, 22 Z pp.197~198.
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