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ABSTRACT

Elementary School Teachers' Perception,
Knowledge and Ability to Implement Special
Education for Children from Multicultural Families

Kim, Jin Ah

Advisor @ Prof. Jung, Eun Hee Ph.D
Major in Special Education
Graduate School of Education,

Chosun University

In this study, the level of perception, knowledge and ability to
implement special education for children from multicultural families of
elementary school teachers in Gwangsan—-gu, Gwangju were examined. In
addition, the correlation between perception, knowledge, and ability to
implement special education according to teachers' background variables
was investigated and analyzed. Based on this, the study aimed to prepare
basic data to promote the internal reliability of special education for
children from multicultural families of elementary school teachers in a
multicultural society.

To verify the research questions above, a survey was conducted on 243
elementary school teachers who teach special education students and
general children in Gwangsan—-gu, Gwangju. The #test and F-test were
conducted to investigate the perception of the demographic differences
between general teachers and special education teachers. The Scheffe-test

was performed as a post—test for multiple comparisons between groups.
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The results and conclusions obtained are as follows.

First, there was no significant difference in perception and knowledge
level of elementary school teachers' special education for children from
multicultural families according to teacher type, gender, and teaching
career. The higher the education experience of multicultural students, the
training experience of multicultural education, and the interest iIn
multicultural special education, the higher the perception and knowledge of
multicultural special education. It is said that teachers, who are children
from multicultural families, have a great influence on their ability to apply
in the field, depending on the level of experience in learning through
education about students subject to special education and conducting
multicultural education in the field. Therefore, it is required to develop
practical educational training programs or learning materials for students
from multicultural families and need special education services.

Second, the level of ability to implement special education for children
from multicultural families of elementary school teachers also depended on
the education experience of children from multicultural families, the training
experience of multicultural education, and the interest of multicultural
special education rather than the teacher's personal background. Therefore,
it is necessary to correct the perception of special education teachers and
general teachers regarding special education for children from multicultural
families in the field and pay attention to special education in children from
multicultural families at the same time. In addition, fair diagnostic tools and
selection criteria should be developed for students who are children from
multicultural families and who are subject to special education.

Third, there was a significant correlation between the perception:

knowledge and ability to implement special education for children from

_Vi_
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multicultural families of elementary school teachers. Most elementary school
teachers scored high in perception and knowledge about special education
for children from multicultural families. In particular, teachers who are
children from multicultural families and have experience teaching children
subject to special education obtained high scores in perception, knowledge,
and ability to implement special education. In other words, the experience
of teachers who are children from multicultural families and of teaching
special education subjects leads to the ability to implement multicultural
special education. Therefore, it 1s necessary to establish a teaching
strategy according to the multicultural background or the characteristics of
the students, and the teaching strategies that consider the characteristics of
multicultural special education students, learning ability, and social skills
should be modified and supplemented.

In this study, the problem of special education for children from
multicultural families of elementary school teachers were not pointed out,
and the improvement plans for each case were not addressed. In follow—up
studies, it is expected that research on problems and improvement plans
will be conducted based on the actual conditions of application, which are

the last research question of the study.
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