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ABSTRACT

Comparative study of /v/ and /b/ pronunciation by
Korean adult learners of English : Focusing on

proficiency level

Lee Joo yeon
Advisor : Prof. Hijo Kang Ph. D.
Major in English language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In 2000s, English has become one of the common language in the
world to use internet. So most of the students in Korea start studying
English very early age with many ways. But there are still a lot of
arguments about what the proper age is for English learning. Though
there is no consensus about the proper age, many researchers agree
that L2 learners can have fluent pronunciation when they are exposed
to L2 in their early lives.

This study aims to analyze the pronunciation of /b/ and /v/ sound that
are pronounced by different age groups who are their 20’s and 30’s.
Participants in one group (20’s) started to learn English before school
and they have high proficiency of English. The other group had
participants who started English at elementary school or middle school.
They have low proficiency of English. The two groups read the
sentences including target words containing /b/ or /v/ and the recorded

sounds were analyzed auditorily and acoustically.
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The results showed that the higher proficiency group pronounced /v/
more accurately both auditorily and acoustically. In addition, the group
pronounced the words correctly no matter where /v/ and /b/ were
located in the words. In contrast, the lower group pronounced /v/
incorrectly and the rate of correctness was the lowest when /v/ was in
the middle of words. This suggests that the lower group was affected
by the phonetics and phonology of Korean, which is their mother
tongue. The results overall supports that there is certain period like
CPH(Critical Period Hypothesis). But this should be restricted to the

pronunciation of L2.
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ol AR EEs Tl = g JdukelA ¢, 2016). E7 o] P (2011)

4 SHEE A5 Zhssittal A, o] @t o

Aole] F33 [Fluency)ol& ofg] 744 Wl Hejd 4 glA|vl
=

AEE Yl = Ao= i3t Aoy, el EFo ol PEe] HE A
= S0 #udd 4= Qi (Tracey M. Derwing, 2005). =, 113 o] 1%
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gur weh SE9 2247 oA Aol
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4.3 A& e FH 23

4.3.1 a5 Fol ¥4 AFo WE HF 23

=W 0 Target (X-squared = 4.8042, df = 1, p-value = 0.02839)
Incorrect Correct

/b/ 7} E013t o 4 124

/v/ 7F 5013t Tof 12 95

[ 8] & w7 o] 1A thatel /b/ & v/ WolE [H Ex wa g

=]
il
v
o
oY
A
—r
N

4
A &5 wol B ASelA Hed ujgo] Eghon,
dolg SutEA Wskgk v o] Jv/ 7 o3t dolo HlE| =
o Ao eyt o] EAHor BAs AR pgke 0.02839% 97|
3+ 2}0](p<0.05)E eI

perceptual correctness by target (young)

b v
Z [ ]

% 5. A Fol 2w Al wE ZH 2
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=84 0 Target (X-squared = 0.032001, df = 1, p-value = 0.858)
Incorrect Correct
/b/ 7F &zt ol 17 111
/v 7F E03F whof 16 91

[E 9le 2F 9ol 1§ tstel &3 EAAS 19

ok /b/et v/ 7F E0I3F ol &

i)
B
g:l_{
o

3 Lhebd

F AR BeE vEe] ¥ A0 e
stk Z17he) AshE BASYoR RAY s SFAY EAAA b/ % v/
b ol WolE AUE Wess g folrd ol tehtbn 2E
(p>0.05).

acoustic correctness by target (young)

b v
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4.3.3 27 9ol 259 Asd wE IH 2%

=4 0 Target (X-squared = 141.13, df = 1, p-value < 2.2e-16)
Incorrect Correct
/bl 7} E0I3F ol 14 114
NI 7V o3 wol 95 11

£ 10. 27 o] 159 A%l W FH Axn

[32 10]= &5 9o 25l ate] /b/ ¢ /v/ 7F 5zt &l
WL A3E yerdith b/ u v/ ool AEgle] deo] BF Az
o] ¥ Aom yewo, /b/ 7F S0kt @S s 2 nlEo] /v/
dofol] He] w2 Aom UeEEt. ol SASHA S

2.2e-162 vt 2}o](p<0.05)= eI

perceptual correctness by target (old)

b

a9 7. 27 9o a§e Agel e FH A3
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(X-squared = 102.33, df = 1, p-value < 2.2e-16)
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4.4 /b/ & /v/ & @] W Ao WE B

441 BF 9ol 28 b/ S v/ ) 9Ad ge 43 A

=9 W< Position (X-squared = 0.14616, df = 2, p-value = 0.9295)
correct Incorrect
I(Initial) 72 6
M(Medial) 87 6
F(Final) 60 4

t}
o] A7 o] F (D), olT(M) 1E]ar oI U
7

vl go] itk sAN EAHon BAg A

perceptual correctness by position (young)

F | ]
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44.2 3F G0 IF b/ /v/ 9 AR e &%

24 2%

=7 W4 ¢ Position  (X-squared = 0.22959, df = 2, p-value = 0.8915)
Correct Incorrect
I[(Initial) 68 10
M(Medial) 80 10
F(Final) 54 13
F 13, s gl 27 /b/ & v/ A e 53 £4 A
[E 131 BgolA wolsl 9Ash 28 BRdke] SRadon BAwY
& u AGZ Bew wolo W& e Aol Ht 4 LgAAE
o] o] A7} ofF, ofF AL oY u BT AR ¥ who]e] Hl&o]
=3t A R E4F Ay dojo] fx|o] wmE Fodk Akol= HolA
ok}

acoustic correctness by position (young)

F |
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3 10, a3 o] 1F2] /b/eF v/ IRl ik

_29_

Collection @ chosun



4.4.3 23 9o2F /b/} /v/ X WE HH A=

=9 W4 Position (X-squared = 0.05703, df = 2, p-value = 0.9719)
Correct Incorrect
I[(Initial) 37 41
M(Medial) 42 50
F(Final) 30 34
E 14, 29 ol 2579 b/ v/ AACd e AH A3
[3 1412 &&olA @7k fiAets XS &7t A3 E48%S o A
ez g dole] HES el difolrh, 25 o] dFolA= Tl 9
A7F o5, ol 2Ea o A uf B AvE TEE dole] HiEo] 2 A
o2 HolA gkttt aEla BAKHoR B3 Azl dojo] 9o wE {9
Hgk Apol= HolA =tk EASbete] AuRdE §Ad wE zte]7t ¢l
= po= e

perceptual correctness by position (old)

= | ]

a9 11 25 o] o] b/ek v IRl wE ] A
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4.4.4 253 9o 2F /b/ & N/ YA wE 3 £4 AF

=9 W4 Position (X-squared = 4.2635, df = 2, p—value = 0.1186)
Correct Incorrect
I(Initial) 31 47
M(Medial) 30 62
F(Final) 15 49

E 15 2F 9ol 2§ b/ o /el Ao e 5% B4 A

acoustic correctness by position (old)

E i M

T8 12, F51 g0l el M/ok v SRl mhE 53 2 A
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4.5 Logistic regression & ©o]-&3F 484 3|4

- Logistic regressions ©]-&3ato] HlaL A3 BT o] Ho]E oA
= AgAEe] Arit Aael westd Bol: wa Selsl weaEAE
welFe dolgz & 4 Atk

Estimate Std error 7 value Pr(lz])

Group Y 2.4329 0.9176 2.651 0.00802
Target V -6.7964 1.5808 -4.299 1.71e-05
Position 1 1.7436 1.0829 1.610 0.10738
Position M 2.2689 1.0725 2.116 0.03439
Group Y : Target V 5.2824 1.162 4.530 5.91e-06
Group Y ! Position I - 2.0454 1.2085 -1.693 0.0904
Group Y : Position M -1.5534 1.2314 -1.261 0.20713
Target V @ Position I 0.4520 1.5606 0.290 0.77207
Target V @ Position M -0.6844 1.5916 -0.430 0.66719

¥ 16. Logistic regression < ©]&3F EA4 4]

[3 16] °lA&= Estimategte] & ¥57F &5 Fox dofd s 319
Aso] MEE A HSS Ao, T &5 #el S 23S FAE
Al dokar M E S Aok weEbA Ee] A
Z9 9ol aAFO)e diste] ag o] IF(Y)e] Estimate(ZFAFA])  Fkol
2.43297F U2 Zom Hol ag Fo] IAF(VelA F Abgol AestA e
Hctar S 5= ek Pr[zD)gke]l 0.00802% EAH o= #93H(p<0.05)
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T 712 /b/ek /v 7F ol e] mpx|ute] gk
A 7F Agell k& well= Prate] 0.107362.=2 /b/ & v/ 7 Aol AAY
2ol fAs S W AdAEcAs ¥ HolA F=vhar HolXRh /b/e}
/78 ol e] offrol]l AA|EIAS wel FIbol HASHAS We] Estimate #h=

g 7I£o s vusglon,

s
N

Z4zh wlasl B 174363 2.2689% /b/ ok /v/ 7k ofFel $1AT B9t &
o] o] Ftoll 1S W Hlste] o Wol vt AT 4 Atk o] Ho]
B Préfo] 0.0349% EAISH o 2%: {23k 2ol (p<0.05)e} e A .

S WA dlolE e 2 9o LEO)0] b/ e walel v/ eg
F 9ol I v Astolrk, ool
of ZEE b/ o Hstel fv/ Bl ©F Wk
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ol “Qol B¢ wH Alslo] mpE W wla's] FAR B FH AFUh

dha gl FolE A7 UFAA AR

&l

L Fste] gae o By
R
(2) o
2. 3te] ol oA AU

3. Askel 24 AGe o€l AU

3. Astel o} shx A A7l AP
(1) st A folr)

(2) 253w 18hd~28h4

(3) 3

=
(4) F3tin o) F

4. A8k atFol dols dvh At AU
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5. Ast= QFol FHE ol=2A AU
(1) 3

(2) =3}

(3) 1% 2=¥HH

(4) 71€

6. sk ol =7kl A Aol UAFYI?
(1) ot
(2) et (v =71 AF717E )

5. &1 Gl BA Aol vk A7k o€ A HAY7?

(1) A (AE 57 A5 )
2) ot w AR Sal FAA e A
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+ O WE A wolg Foste] golnAe.

- The boat sank beneath the waves.

- We should obey the traffic regulation

- I would like to invite you to our offices.

- He was very successful in his middle fortie

- My neighbor and I are going for coffee.

- A van was parked at the side of the road

- I couldn't catch a cab for_five minutes

— Should I call you when I get to the office lobby?
- The hotel looks out over the harbour.

- He cut at the tree with the bat.

- The vase lay in pieces on the floor

- His voice had an almost amazing effect

- Each language has a different vowel system.

- They found her lying in the tub.

- I'd love to come, only I have to work

- We need to have the car serviced.

- Only people over 18 are eligible to vote

— This ball is made of rubber

- I draped a cover over the old sofa.

- The car was already on the move.

- [ am about to leave in 20 minute

- BTS new album hit the world.

- The body was cold to the touch.

- ] saw the crying face of the bride under the velil.
- Shake the bottle well before use.

- The dog was chewing on a bone.

- She listens but she never joins in.

- My private life is none of your business

- The river banks are a haven for wildlife

- Took my dog in for a checkup and the vet found a tumor
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- The woman is wearing a flowery robe.

[ need to improve my French

I'd prefer you not to make a habit of it

The baby cannot fall out of her crib.
- A new cultural hub has opened in Seoul.

In the evening we went to see a movie
- I hand out the yellow ribbon in the grocery store
- No student is to leave the room.

In this picture, the cub was only two weeks old.

When I looked at the table, I was surprised.

Low birth is a serious problem in Korea

What make of car does he drive?

Elvis became the symbol of rock 'n' roll.
She buttered four thick slices of bread
The table folds up when not in use.

The frog plopped back into the water.

- Rescuers worked in relays to save the trapped
— The village is further up the valley

- He swiped at the ball and missed.

— Spring is the best season to enjoy fresh herbs
- Do you live near here?

- We just read the back of a label on box

- Seven minus three is four

- Everyone has different sleeping habits.

- I don't like to borrow from friends.

- How clever of you to work it out!

- There were twelve of us in all for dinner

- Would you please vacuum the room?

- We believe in the power of prayer

- You might break a rib or two.

- He was wearing a windproof vest
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- My hobby is playing a basketball.
— The bank provides safe custody for valuables.

- The roses are past their best now.

-  This knob controls the
volume.

- It’s not always easy to put on a brave front for the family.
- The legs and felt heavey.

- She rode the bus to school every day.

- A grape vine is that grapes grow on

- She felt nervous and insecure.

- Her husband is a doctor.

- I can’'t remember her phone number

- She saw a glint of silver in the grass

- She is entering the cabin.

- Please rub the car down.

- The veins carry blood to the heart.

— Children do not learn at an even pace.

- Just take hold of the tube and squeeze.

— The bulb should just screw into the socket

- We keep dishes and the cups in the cupboard.

Collection @ chosun
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