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ABSTRACT

Examining the Learning Activities and Interaction Types in
Elementary English Speaking Classes: Focusing on Native
English Teachers’ Lessons

Jina Yang
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study looks at the types of learning activities preferred by
native English teachers for English speaking classes, criteria that are
considered important in choosing learning activities, and how they
interact with students. Four native English teachers participated; two
public and two private English teachers were able to suggest various
opinions. Semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted to
collect and analyze qualitative data, which allowed native English
teachers to analyze English speaking guidance and interaction
patterns.

The study activities preferred by native English-speaking teachers
were classified into four activities of Littlewood (1981), which resulted
in more use of learning activities that belong to social interaction than
those belonging to other disciplines. They said that these learning
activities are effective in practicing speaking English and students
prefer those activities the most. This also leads to a second study, in
which native English-speaking teachers consider most of the first
options when choosing a learning activity, mostly students' interests.
This can be related to fun and activity-oriented social interaction
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activities.

Types of interactions with native English-speaking teachers and
students are divided into IR,IRE and IRF. In addition, error correction for
teachers was classified by reference to the corrected feedback from
Lysper and Ranta (1997). First, an analysis of how teachers react to
students' ignition showed that all native English teachers use IRF
methods. The reason why this approach is preferred is that learners
can speak with more confidence by asking additional questions about
learners' speech, showing that teachers are interested in their stories.

Next, a survey of how native English teachers prefer to correct
when they make mistakes, found that native English teachers used the
recasts the most, followed by repeat and elicitation. Both teachers, who
use recasts method, suggested that it is better for students to correct
errors naturally than to lose confidence due to criticism from their
own speech. Teachers using the elicitation method led students to
think for themselves and draw answers. Teachers using the repeating
method preferred students to recognize their mistakes and correct
them again.
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(1) T: What did Tom say? (I)
S: I'm afraid, I can't (R)

(2) T: What is he doing? (I)
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S: Sleeping. (R)
T: Sleeping, right. Very good. (E)
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3) T: Can you tell me what we learned from the book? (I)

We learned about animals under the sea (R)

Great, we also called animals living in the sea is... (F)
Sea animals. (R)

Can you tell me a few sea animals that you learned? (F)
Dolphin, Octopus, Jelly fish (R)

Very nice. (E)
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(4) T: What does she like to do? (I)
S: She likes to play baseball. (R)
T: That's right! Awesome! (E)
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. Class, what did we learn yesterday? (I)
: We learned about food. (R)

T

S

T: Great, what kind of food was it? (F)
S: fruits (R)

T: What is your favorite fruit? (F)

S: Grapes! (R)

T: Perfect! (E)
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(7) T: How is he?

S: He are very busy.
T: He are very busy?
S: He is very busy!
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(8) T: What will you do during the summer vacation?

S: I will going bike riding.
T: 1 will...bike riding? Or I will..?
S: 1 will go riding a bike.
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Interview Questions
This study is to investigate how native English speakers teach speaking
and interact with students in class. This study is anonymous. Please

answer each question honestly

1. Tell me at least 3 or more learning activities that you use in

your English speaking class.

2. What are the advantages of the learning activities that you

are currently using?
3. What do you consider the most important things when you do
these learning activities? ( The student's interest, difficulty,
learning effects etc)

4. What activities do you do to make students speak?

5. What do you do to increase student participation in class

when communicating with students?

6. Tell me how you give feedback to students when they use

incorrect English
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ex) T: What is he doing now
S: He is studying
T: He is studying, not study.
ex) T: So Nick, were you spinning?
S: No, I don't play skate
T: oh, you didn't go skating.

7. How do you usually respond to students' answers? (ex:

compliment, error correction, respond, additional questions)

8. How do you check if students understand well? (ex: ask again,

repeat, ask relevant questions)
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