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ABSTRACT

The Relationship Between Vocabulary Learning Strategies and
Reading Skills for Adult English Learners

Jisoo Kim
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In this study, 66 adult English learners with TOEIC reading
scores, an authorized English test, were surveyed. Fined the
lexical learning strategies which adult learners usually use and
search the differences in the use of English lexical learning
strategies by two groups of majors and non-majors, and how they
have a relationship with lexical learning strategies and reading
skills. To this, To this end, quantitative research methods were
used, and the questionnaire was modified and supplemented to suit
the purpose of this study by referring to the questionnaire used by
Ko Chang-ho (2008) and Schmitt (1997), consisting of a total of 42
questions. The results are as follows.

In the lexical semantic decision—-making strategy, most of adult
English learners are found using the smart device dictionary when
English vocabulary that adult English learners do not know is found

in the most the lowest response was to use punctuation to figure
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this out. In social strategy, more than half of the learners said
they did not learn or practice with their friends to remember the
new English vocabulary. Memory strategy, use the most common
methods of remembering words related to the spelling or
pronunciation of other words that know the meaning of new
English vocabulary, if the words meaning related to movement, it
was found that the method of memorizing vocabulary is relatively
not used while translating it into action. In cognitive strategy, many
learners chose to memorize new English vocabulary by repeatedly
pronouncing it in their heads and thinking about its meaning.
However, lowest record that use other media in English when
learning vocabulary. In the top-level strategy, when they study
vocabulary, most adult English learners set their own plans and
goals. Also, they evaluate vocabulary learning to take own test.

In the study of English lexical learning strategies by majors and
non-majors, the strategies commonly used by the two groups was
indicated the orderly by semantic decision—-making strategy,
cognitive strategy, memory strategy, metacognitive and social
strategy. Despite the small number of groups of majors, the
average use of strategy was high. It can be seen that the majors
learn the target vocabulary using various strategy rather than the
non-major. In the use of a strategy, only these three methods
were significant: semantic decision—making, social and cognitive.
Majors seems to have used more learning tactics than non-major
because they knows how to learn and train English. Additionally,
they know how to overcome it through experience of learning
failure. On the other hand, memory and metacognitive strategy
were also found to be used more by the majors, but not
statistically significant differences.

It was analyzed that the relationship between adult English

_Vi_
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learners' reading ability and the use of lexical learning strategies
was not statistically significant. Reading ability and social strategy,
cognitive strategy, and metacognitive strategy were interpreted as
having negative correlation. This means that learners with higher
reading skills do not use the three strategies as mentioned. The
correlation among strategies was shown to be statistically
significant at alpha .0l1. The study provided teaching implications

and suggestions based on the findings.
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