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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Difference Principle in Rawls

Oh gab chun
Advisor : Prof. Sul Hunyoung, Ph.D.
Major in Moral and Ethics Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In A Theory of Justice Rawls fundamentally criticizes the problems of
social and economic inequality inherent in liberal society. A key part of
Rawls theory is that he consideres accidental conditions important in the
problem of distributive justice. He thinks luck is the source of inequality at
the start of life. That's why Rawls insists on “Neutralizing Luck,” which
means that it is fair to minimize accidental conditions. He also said that the
differentials principle should be introduced to neutralize luck.

However, Rawls argument strongly emphasizes deterministic position and
sociality, so it i1s often criticized for negative consequences that weaken
human free will and responsibility and reduce efficiency. In this regard, this
paper attempts to prove its legitimacy as to why the Difference Principle
and Neutralizing Luck, which have not been sufficiently studied, should be
achieved. To do this, based on the book, Harris's Free Will, I would like to
reveal that any causal relationship in any accidental situation has a greater
effect on our lives than effort or will.

This article will use Rawls Theory of Justice and Harris's Free Will as main

research text. We will refer to a number of other related papers to clarify
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the characteristics of Rawls Difference Principle and to explain in what
aspects Nozick criticized them. And finally, we want to prove the validity of
Rawls Difference Principle.

Libertarians like Nozick assumed that their talents and competencies
should be rewarded. Of course, there is a reason to emphasize the
individual's talents and abilities, to show that the product of an individual's
effort is his own. A soclety based on this perspective 1s called a
meritocratic society, and emphasis is placed on the authority and
qualifications to recognize what one has achieved through the talent,
competence, will and effort of a particular subject.

However, what qualities we are born with, whose family we are born in,
and what circumstances we are in are involuntary areas that human choice
cannot do. This involuntary domain has a huge impact on the voluntary
domain. Our will is also formed under the influence of involuntary domains.
That is why our will cannot be said to be free. Under this premise, Rawls

Difference Principle and Neutralizing Luck are valid.
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