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ABSTRACT

Investigating Strategies For Middle School Students to Learn

Vocabularies

A Jin Lee
Advisor: Hee Jung Jung, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Vocabulary can be the most fundamental and most important role
in starting a language. This is because basic communication is
possible only by the use of vocabulary. With the social trend of the
global age, English education is now essential, and the age at which
students begin to learn English is becoming lower. Especially,
interest in middle school students' English education is increasing,
and studies on how to learn vocabulary and effects of middle school
students are constantly being done. However, it is doubtful whether
the vocabulary taught unilaterally by schools or academies has a
positive effect on students' acquisition of vocabulary. I think that
students need strategies that they can learn vocabulary on their own
with an interest in learning.

This study was conducted on 112 students in the second grade of
C middle school in region of Korea. Through the questionnaires,
quantitative research was conducted to identify the vocabulary
learning strategies used by students. Also qualitative research was
done using interview techniques.

The research questions to achieve the objectives of the study are
as follows; First, what is the vocabulary learning strategy that
middle school second graders mainly use? Second, are there
differences in vocabulary learning strategies used by the English

Collection @ chosun



language proficiency, middle and lower levels?

The results of the study are as follows. First, as a result of
analyzing the vocabulary learning strategy that students used,
students showed that they mainly used strategy when they found
meaning of words, but overall, the figure was not high. Second, for
the second question, there was a significant difference in the use of
decision strategy between the students in the upper group and
students in lower one. However, there was little difference in the
average use of students by English level among different strategies

In conclusion, through this study, does not seem to use a strategy
specifically to remember words except to find meaning. In addition,
the difference of strategies use among the three groups was not
large. This suggests students lack awareness of the use of
vocabulary learning strategies and need detailed and specific

guidance on their use.

Vi
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. Meaning in Content
Meaning ) )
Meaning Relation

Metaphor and idiom
Word Use Collocation
Style and Register

Word Part of Speech
Word Information Prefixes and Suffixes

Spelling and Pronunciation

Nouns
Word Grammar Verb Complementation, Phrasal

Adjective and Adverb Position
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