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ABSTRACT

Examining on Parents’ Perceptions about English Private
Education for Their Children: Middle School Students vs. High
School Students

Eun Ji Han
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The present study targets 72 participants, who are parents of middle and high
school students regarding their perceptions of English private education through
surveys and interviews. Additionally, this study analyzed and compared the
differences in the perceptions between parents of middle and high school students
and those between mothers and fathers.

Parents of middle and high school students felt that their English ability could
be competitive by the international community, and that they would be treated well
if they were good. Also, they considered the purpose of studying the English
language was to communicate with foreigners, speaking skills were the most
important to be considered. Most parents acknowledged that the best age for
children to start their English education was in elementary level, yet through
interviews it was discovered that students of parents started English education at
much earlier age. The type of education preferred by parents was academies, since
it can support the English education of school. In contrast, the main reason why
some parents were not sending their kids to private education was that their
children refused to. There were few parents that were not satisfied with the costs

of sending their children to private education but most were satisfied with the

viii
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outcome of improving their children’ grades, and agreed that the environment at
these private education was far superior than that provided at schools. On the other
hand, the parents found it much more difficult to engage in private education as
their children’s learning content increased, also they believed that a qualified
instructor would need to have abundant knowledge in their field as well as
diversity in teaching methods.

For parents with high school students who are about to enter college preferred
school grades to speaking skills. So, they invested in tutoring, leading to a huge
burden in costs when compared to middle school parents. Most of the high school
students, since some students received private lessons, they attended English classes
as small group. The person who decides whether or not to participate in private
education thought that middle school parents were students, but high school
students were cooperative and could find the difference. Parents of middle school
students believed that an English language educator must not only be qualified in
the language but also have the interest and care towards children, but for high
school parents, having to prioritize grades over anything else, believed that apart
from qualifications, the sense of responsibility was equally important.

Fathers were aware of the importance of English grades yet the final word in
making decisions regarding the private education was entirely the mothers. Also, at
home it was discovered the importance of English was emphasized in greater
strength by fathers, but teaching methods were more familiar to the mothers, and

mothers were found to be more action oriented regarding private education.

Collection @ chosun
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