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ABSTRACT

A Study on English Learning Anxiety: Differences Between
Middle and High School Students

Min Sol Kim
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to examine the factors and differences of English
learning anxiety among Korean middle school students and high school students. It
also aims at examining the relationship between anxiety factors and English
achievement. For this purpose, 62 students and 49 students from middle and high
schools in Gwangju were participated in survey that is about communication
anxiety, test anxiety, and fear of negative evaluation suggested by Horwitz et
al.(1986). The results of this study are as follows:

First, the factors of English learning anxiety in middle and high school students
were classified into communication anxiety, test anxiety and fear of negative
evaluation. As a result, communication anxiety was low in middle school students
and high school students, and the difference between middle and high school
students was not large. It also showed that they have highest anxiety when they
are with native speaker. Test anxiety was also not high, and both middle school
students and high school students showed little difference in test anxiety. High
school students felt more anxiety than middle school students in the process of

preparing for the English test. Fear of negative evaluation also showed low level

Vi
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of anxiety and there was not much difference between middle school students and
high school students. The anxiety through comparison with others was the highest,
and high school students felt more anxiety than middle school students for

unexpected questions.

Second, the study shows the relationship between English learning anxiety and
English achievement of middle and high school students analyzed by correlation
analysis. There was a negative correlation between English learning anxiety factors
and middle school students’ English achievement. The correlation between test
anxiety and midterm, final exam scores showed significant results respectively. The
relationship between the fear of negative evaluation and midterm exam score was
also statistically significant. High school students also showed negative correlation
between English learning anxiety factors and English achievement. The statistically
significant result was found only in the relationship between fear of negative

evaluation and midterm exam score.
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