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ABSTRACT

Shamanism in Nora Okja Keller's Comfort Woman

Gyeong A Im
Advisor: Prof. Jung—-Hwa Lee, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This study analyzes the role of shamanism in Nora Okja Keller's
Comfort Woman, focusing on three central characters’ relationships.
Comfort Woman depicts two comfort women, Soonhyo and Induk, both
of whom were called Akiko at a Japanese “comfort station.” Induk’s soul
guides and helps Soonhyo who, as a shaman, remembers Induk’s
unmourned death. After discussing the interdependent relationship
between Soonhyo and Induk, this thesis examines the significance of
shamanism in Soonhyo's changing relationship with her daughter,
Beccah. The thesis concludes by emphasizing that shamanism in
Comfort Woman connects Soonhyo and Induk and reconciles Soonhyo
and Beccah. Through shamanism, the novel effectively reminds the
reader that there is an unfinished story of the dead that the living

should listen to.
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I'm trying to remember exactly when [ died. It must have been in

stages, beginning with my birth as the fourth girl and last child in

Kim family, and ending in recreation camps north of the Yalu. (17)
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As the doctor bound my legs and arms, gagged me, then reached for
the stick he would, he talked. He spoke of evolutionary differences

between the races, biological quirks that made the women of one race

so pure and the women of another so promiscuous.

almost like animals, he said. (22)
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I forced myself to look, to linger over the details of her body. I found
her beautiful, for she had come back to me. I grabbed her hand, and
my fingers slipped into bloated flesh. I kissed it and offered her my

own hands, my eyes, my skin. She offered me salvation. (96)
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We caught her, someone said-and when I heard that woman’s voice in
the roomful of men, I knew Induk was there. Slipping into the body of
a doctor, she stood beside me, shadowed by mask, gown and a halo
of light. And though I could not see her face, though it had been some
time since she last came to me, I knew it was her, just as I've always

known. Even the first time. (35)
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That first time, she found me sprawled next to an unnamed stream

above the Yalu, the place where I had discarded my empty body,

and

invited herself in. [...] She shuffled closer, hands cupping her breasts,

which turned into an offering of freshly unearthed ginseng. (36)
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I walked and slept, walked and slept, and throughout the journey kept
my eyes fixed on Induk beckoning before me. At times, her form
would blur until in doubled, then quadrupled, and she would become
Induk and my mother, and in turn my mother’'s mother and an old
woman dressed in the formal top’o of the olden days, I realized I was

walking with my ancestors. (53)
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At the mission house, I was embarrassed by the disrespect be-tween
the men and the women. Lives overlapping, men and women ate and
worked together. They looked into each other’s faces as they spoke,
laughing with mouths open. Even while worshiping, they sat side by
side, unseparated by a curtain or sheet, on the same bench, thighs and

shoulders almost touching. (68)
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During his speech, each time I saw him slap the pulpit for emphasis, I
heard the sounds of women’s naked buttocks being slapped as they

were paraded in front of a new arrival of troops. (70)
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she could hear the Manoa River and would dream of riding it to the

for weeding and pruning the wedelia and nut grass whenever they
ocean. (124)
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[ have habit I picked up from those small-kid days, one that I can’t
seem to shake even now. Before eating my meals, | set aside a small
mound of rice-or whatever I'm eating—as a sacrifice for the spirits or
for God, in case either exists. Even eating out with friends, [ push the
food around on my plate, severing a small portion, and think the

prayer I have prayed ever since I can remember. (3)
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both because she might never come back and because-like a
wan—dering yongson ghost finding its way back to its birthplace—-she
might. After roaming the streets, she could have led everyone back to

me, the one who would have to explain my mother’s insanity. (5)
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After her birth, I rubbed that same earth across my nipples and
touched it to my daughter’s lips, so that, with ger first suck, with her
first taste of the dirt and the salt and the milk that is me, she would

know that I am, and will always be, her home. (113)
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Before Toots Tutivena could finger me in the crowd [ had joined,
merely curious, when they started chanting, “shame-u-shame-u, sad-u
sa-u,” I slipped away. At the moment I was called farther I ran from
my mother, the smaller I seemed to shrink, until I was smaller and
flimsier than the cheap moxa balls my mother burned to ward off the

sal of malevolent beings. (89)
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In the box I hold for my daughter, I keep the treasures of my present
life: my daughter’s one-hundred-day dress, which we will also use for
her first birthday; a lock of her reddish—-brown hair; the dried stump
of her umbilical cord. And a thin black cassette tape that will,
eventually, preserve a few of the pieces, the secrets, of our lives. I
start with our names, my true name and hers: Soon Hyo and Bek-hap.
[ speak for the time when I leave my daughter, so that when [ die,
she will hear my name and know that when she cries she will never

be alone. (183)
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[ performed the actions of my mother, caring for the spirits of the
house, in order to feel my mother once again. [ wanted to be able to
feel her next to me, to sense her spirit-for if there really are such
things, I knew she would come to me, feeling my need for her, in

death as the rarely did in life. (169)

w7kl 2o ol 2AE del @70 A3 YA FuA
ko) Apalel AARE FolrhAl Ak wze] dviel &

St 9 AEE 2o gl "ol ay9 s B oldistal wolksole He

n

rlr
)

A =775 Aol Al E4F @A H vk caek Hvke MR s He
s Tl Al B Aol ds da
HAYPL Zlola, 2 Fa 5 w77k oldsty] AlAsEA vk Ra AAY 95
= A HA7I EE5E Vst @ ol shusiy wae] A
wEtshs e AlSE dAlshe Zleln Wizt 9dviel w&e A& oo ®
A

al
tE AFOR 11 e Mol Relttm 4T & gtk

_22_

Collection @ chosun



AL Fee B AGLE DEAAW U] AN FAEA glo] welx

U AbEQl RS EH AP £ wEa 92w "ok ooky] oA g

A g4 oob e A%l uehi ofus sl4e] ojg@Aw Al A4l
FHEA T gAEE Aol e Aol AAe EAZ AFAE Aol o)

=
3
rr

o] v Ao siAET. 2HA Y} =avt TEHoE 71
Z

GEE oldste Wk wH was WAkl Aole] dwobEuil FAAH Gee
shEA, HZkE wRS APANAT, BN ZAG olel e HAs et Fu
oA1e) At A WskE A ATk AWM FEE olssta BEe] ABH
A olSe] A Apde] HBYPE WololA Hrh oRe ApUZoleh

ek GAkE =a AL Tt ofF Aol d&& SfvlstriE gk ofd W

gl A, “d FofoF &f” TR fFAd HZHE ohuet 249 sxEs T

_23_

Collection @ chosun



SR ATT o] Aol YR Ao ool 98] AR Ao} =
ok At FEA FriUe FAe HEHE sho] 1 FPE W] ol Ad
QA AR AN AR oEE oldrk ok AbY Fad TR ol

g Ao S Sl Aol tE A JAS @A AiEe] dAsa

A

-/

_24_

Collection @ chosun



A4 B4

T, T & b A ANFY/NETFe] g g2 Ao Fe]
by 4. Tedo]diths 47.2 (2001): 471-86.

TAZL T TFLIIE, o A Aot g . T ddiEstd T, 21 (2007):
381-406.

Au. (7]oe] g Aee] FEFIM, L. TEEN MFAAAT, 121
(2008): 215-36.

e, T s, S TETIAGHE o uehd 2AAH B9 ofvl, . HAbe
A= Ao ddigal, 2005.

2w, A, L A% QL7 1992, 11-12,

A, (A7 e AR - wE a5 9F &4 el et Eehenbd 49
QA BE -, ubee R, Rake)sold) st 2015,

Mg CERHR oAbl Eaa AQ: el we] Ao 4R, e

g

A8%, TARAel e AUE B AT, AES ALEL (LK
S Beqel rHel W, g FAHoR, . AASSlER. @t
2004.

BAQ. Teh A AP} 7] Aol 24 AT TETSR, 9 TEAL
ER A FA . AARSES =R s, 2000,

oA @ATA vFAY2AT sl B AA: g, 9 TEE9
a0, Tgod 821, 19.2 (2006): 69-97.

oA [ IHTAHES o e AUZH T AAF M) T, . R
gtd++s 31 (2008): 191-210.

oJWE. [ IHTRGHE, o e GAY sloje] ‘AA'RA ] F2I], . AArerse]

=, AedErisdgstal, 2013.

0

_25_

Collection @ chosun



ofgrm]. T IFEReHy o =8 okd  AWwaE, . ==y, 35.2
(2003): 241-29.

o] 2. TAFNIE A7 AF] RYHA & A7 . A i, T4
al, 2005.

©]43]. "Nora Okja Keller® Comfort Womand| WeRd AAS Z3 AAA A+

A 35 A, L AAE =R Sl i shal, 2008.

P en=, of T Sk o] AdE ‘Fe AY i, . s

sh=3s 50.1 (2003): 101-29.

P gk F-o] AAabel @Ay L AEr RISAL 1997.

e A5l Adste FEl-wmdt SA Aol T ehyel AR
o] Tem olF& AWt & FAHSE-, . HAgEedATs 3
(2005): 329-58.

Ha A, AR AR, G/, BRI - e 2 A TRt
i & AR, TdEegdTs 7 (2002): 7-25.
A, wmeh Fab Ty L a2 &3 AE e 1997
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o
o
Hl

N
ofol
o

>
o
ok

Kim, Jodi. “Haunting History: Violence, Trauma, and the Politics of Memory
in Nora Okja Keller's Comfort Woman.” Hitting Critical Mass: A
Journal of Asian American Cultural Criticism 6.1 (1999): 61-78.
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