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ABSTRACT

The Changes in English Learning Motivation of Korean High School
Students

Ji Hye Park
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of the study was to investigate what changes happen to English
learning motivations of high school students from March to April. This also
analyzed the difference in the English learning motivations of high school
students in terms of the high and low groups of English ability. For this study,
107 students for first year in high school were participated. Intrinsic, extrinsic
motivation (external regulation, introjected regulation, identified regulation) and
amotivation were measured according to questionnaire about English learning
motivations. The collected data were analyzed through descriptive statistics and
independent sample #-test.

The study results were as follows: Frist, the students’ intrinsic motivation was
decreased but amotivation, external regulation and introjected regulation were
increased. Identified regulation was no change. It seems that students are studying
English in external motivation rather than intrinsic motivation. And more and
more the lack of intrinsic and external motivation is increasing. However, the
changes in learning motivations were not statistically significant. Because learning

motivations was measured in a short period of time, it is difficult to assume that
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students’ motivations were changed. Second, in the high groups of English ability,
intrinsic motivation and introjected regulation were declined but external
regulation, identified regulation and amotivation were risen. Unlike other learning
motivations in higher groups, amotivation was statistically meaningful(+=-2.930,
p=2004). It shows that the change in higher groups’ learning motivation has
become gradually lacking in intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. In the low groups,
intrinsic motivation, introjected regulation and identified regulation went up but
external regulation and amotivation went down. There were no statistical
significant in low groups’ learning motivations. This study was used the
questionnaire to measure learning motivations. Therefore, if internalized learning
motivations of students were measured accurately was not clear.

The results of this study suggest several teaching implications. Teachers should
pay attention to students’ English learning condition and make a change the
teaching methods for students. They can help to improve students’ learning

motivations positively.
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Noels, Pelletier, Clement$} Vallerand(2000)¢] dojsts 73 3EA
Z T (Language Learning Orientations Scale)

Amotivation

Honestly, I don't know; I have the impression that I am wasting my
time in studying English.

[ don’t know why I study English.

External regulation

I study English in order to get a good job later on.

I study English in order to earn more money later on.

I study English for the benefits that I might gain by being accepted in

the English-speaking community.

Introjected regulation

I study English to prove to myself that I am a good citizen because I
speak English.

I study English because I would feel guilty if I don’t know English.

I study English because I would feel ashamed if I couldn’t speak to my

English-speaking friends.

Identified regulation

I study English because [ think it is important for my personal
development.

I study English because I choose to be the kind of person who can
speak more than one language

I study English because I choose to be the kind of person who can

speak English.

Intrinsic motivation: Knowledge
I study English for the satisfied feeling I get in finding out new things.
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I study English for the pleasure that I experience in knowledge more
about English literature.
I study English because [ enjoy the feeling of learning about

English—-speaking people and their way of life.

Intrinsic motivation: Accomplishment

[ study English for the enjoyment [ experience when | understand a
difficult idea in English

[ study English for the satisfaction I feel when I am doing difficult
exercises in English.

[ study English for the good feeling I get when I do better than I
thought in English class.

Intrinsic motivation: Stimulation

I study English for the ‘high’ that I get while speaking English.

I study English for the pleasure I get from learning English spoken by
English—speaking people.

[ study for the ‘high’ I feel when I hear someone speaking a foreign

language.
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