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ABSTRACT

Relationship Between English Vocabulary Knowledge and English
Collocation Usage of Korean Middle School Students

Seul Gi Lee
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Vocabulary is essential for English learning and it is a key component in
providing basics for effective learning of listening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills. Knowledge acquisition of collocation is an important part of vocabulary
learning, and communication can be facilitated by using chunk. So many
researchers are focusing on the importance of acquisition of collocation knowledge.

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between English
vocabulary knowledge and English collocation usage of Korean middle school
students. For this study, 43 middle school students in grade 3 participated in the
study. To collect data, three different measures were used: background survey,
vocabulary test, collocation test. The background survey was consisted of six items
related to learning English (sex, experience, interest, importance, method, difficulty).
Participants answered 50 items in vocabulary test and 20 items in collocation test.
Both tests were constructed with reference to the textbooks to accommodate the
level of the participant. Collected data were analyzed by descriptive statics and
correlation. Error analysis method was used in order to find errors in using

collocation.
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The results of the study were as follows:

First, the relationship between English vocabulary knowledge and English
collocation usage of Korean middle school students was statistically significant
(=.669). It showed that students who had high scores on the vocabulary test
tended to get high scores on the collocation test, too.

Second, the most frequent errors the participants made were literal translation
from Korean to English. In other words, students’ error might be affected by their
mother tongue. Through the analysis of errors, it is confirmed that the interference
of the mother tongue makes it difficult for learners to use English collocation
appropriately.

The students’ collocation scores were lower than vocabulary scores. This result
indicates that there is a gap between students’ vocabulary and collocation
knowledge and need of explicit instruction about collocation. Collocation instruction
can enhance learners’ English competence and help them to develop their
communicative skills in English. Thus, learners should aware of the importance of
learning both vocabulary and collocation. Based on the study results, suggestions

about how to teach collocation effectively are provided.
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2. Before I meet my girlfriend, I (take/ wear) perfume. 25.6% LT/0G
3. It is really difficult to (do/ give) a lecture in front
30.2% LT
of a lot of people.
12. Would you (hear/do) me a favor? 44 2% LT
LT=literal translation
OG=overgeneralization
X 8
‘YRAH+HAY o F F3 24 £
23k AEE 2773
1. If I have (deep/ strong) coffee, I cannot concentrate
20.9% LT
on a test.
5. My son bought (sour/rotten) milk in the market. 22.9% LT
8. I have (low/poor) eyesight 41.9% LT/OG
LT=literal translation
OG=overgeneralization
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1 forced 26 loose

2 genius 27 correct

3 distance 28 huge

4 choose 29 specific

5 variety 30 intend

6 worship 31 abroad

7 mistake 32 semester

8 powerful 33 bill

9 steal 34 composition

10 express 35 due

11 personality 36 education

12 mainly 37 fire

13 sudden 38 ambition

14 divide 39 visual

15 charge 40 carry

16 blow 41 float

17 reminder 42 consumer

18 significance 43 estimate

19 advanced 44 foundation

20 optimistic 45 inspire

21 alike 46 drop

22 decide 47 fact

23 carefully 48 fly

24 little 49 friendly

25 object 50 specific
43




1=}
5 3

Ao} A4 7R

b ERAA b 4B wolE 3=A2.(-5)

L v= X3 Ad S vhAd, Aol J5d o gl

If T have (deep/strong) coffee, I cannot concentrate on a test.

rr

2. ol AFE Wkl b Aol e $4E W

Before I meet my girlfriend, I (take/wear) perfume.

3. AHE SellA FYE ste A2 A olEE deolth

It is really difficult to (do/give) a lecture in front of a lot of people.

4, bz ool Akl BiE w92 gk

[ used to be a (much/heavy) smoker.

il

5.1 oFE AN FF +4E Ak

My son bought (sour/rotten) milk in the market.

6. &3t W wiell, -2l 2Te 7 3T

We couldn’t go on a picnic because of (much/heavy) rain.

7. Aol Fhw ok ok Fhl.

You should (make/do) a reservation if you go to the restaurant.

8. Lh= Algo] e},

I have (low/poor) eyesight.
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9. & AR AT eloF gt

You must (pay/do) attention to the teacher.

10. ©] =g Hlof 9loja?
I[s this seat(filled/taken?)

11. U= AAES & AY?

Would you (say/tell) a lie?

12. W] 75 Sol= 4 9loj8?

Would you (hear/do) me a favor?

13. U+ o F4. =480,

It is so dark in here. (look/watch) your step.

14. Y= #Heg & g

(I cut my hair./I had my hair cut.)

15. =9 A tEE At
China has a (huge/large) population.

16. 749 Sl 1T 7|37t B5 3ol
During a class, you will have lots of chances to (give/make) a

presentation.

17. 20 & ¥y s 5 JY? v @74 =427

Can you borrow your car? I will (give/return) it by next month,
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18. M3} oA,

Please (receive/answer) the phone.

19. Y= €o] yar FEo] A5Yr}

[ (feel/have) a fever and headache.

20. STAYE2 olFHE HEaloF ot

Eé_
Students should (have/wear) a name tags.
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