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Abstract

Mother-Daughter Relationships in Amy Tan’s
The Joy Luck Club

Im, Ji Hyeon

Advisor : Prof. Jung-Hwa Lee Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education
Graduate School of Education, Chosun
University

This study examines mother—daughter relationships in Amy Tan's
The Joy Luck Club(1989), focusing on the emergence of
changeable and dynamic Chinese American female i1dentities.
Jing-mei comes to understand her mother's dream for her by
realizing the changeable nature of the jade necklace and joining
Joy Luck Club both of which are the mother's legacies ranging
across two cultures. Wayverly suggests that her "two—faced"
identity disrupts cultural stereotypes of Chinese Americans,
discovering that her "tricky" identity has been handed down from
her mother. On the other hand, Rose comes to realize the
importance of speaking out with the help of her mother. Finally,
Lena embraces her mother's "tiger spirit" that defies patriarchal
gender stereotypes. In The Joy Luck Club, the mothers facilitate
the daughters' inventions of dynamic identity by remembering the
painful past, sharing their stories, and entrusting the daughters

with the task to create their own identities.
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In America I will have a daughter just like me. But over there
nobody will say her worth i1s measured by the loudness of her
husband’s belch. Over there nobody will look down on her,

because I will make her speak only perfect American English. And

Collection @ chosun



=

[©)

=

AL

=
=

st e A $AR

give her this swan—a
[e}

o]

EX AL
A dolue] 18 g o

=L}

-

1

S

o

because [ will

o} o}

]_
wze] delq W

LIS

=

=

LES
13

o7
SEX

T
T

A

R
AR -

o)

over there she will always be too full to swallow any sorrow! She
know my meaning,

creature that become more than what was hoped for. (17)
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The elements were from my mother's own version of organic
chemistry. Each person is made of five elements, she told me.

Too much fire and you had a bad temper. That was like my father,
whom my mother always criticized for his cigarette habit and who
always shouted back that she should keep her thoughts to herself.
Too much water and you flowed in too many directions, like
myself, for having started half a degree in biology, then half a
degree 1n art, and then finishing neither when I went off to work

for a small ad agency as a secretary, later becoming a copywriter.
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For a long time, I wanted to give you this necklace. See, I wore
this on my skin, so when you put it on your skin, then you know
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my meaning. This is your life's importance. (208)
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Even without makeup, I could never pass for true Chinese. I stand
five—foot—-six, and my head pokes above the crowd so that I am
eye level only with other tourists. My mother once told me my
height came from my grandfather, who was a northerner, and may

have even had some Mongol blood. (272)
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best circumstances, the best character. I didn’t want you to regret
ol A, el 9

I wanted everything for you to be better. I wanted you to have the
anything. (265)
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Why are you attracted only to Chinese nonsense? You must
understand my real circumstances, how [ arrived, how [ married,

how I lost my Chinese face, why you are the way you are. (259)
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And then I realized 1t was first time [ could see the power of the
wind. I couldn't see the wind itself, but I could see it carried the
water that filled the rivers and shaped the countryside. It caused
men to yelp and dance.

I wiped my eyes and looked in the mirror. I was surprised at what
[ saw. I had on a beautiful red dress, but what I saw was even

more valuable. I was strong. I was pure. I had genuine thoughts
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inside that no one could see, that no one could ever take away

from me. [ was like the wind. (58)
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She 1s frowning at herself in the mirror. She sees me looking at
her.

“The same cheeks,” she says. She points to mine and then pokes
her cheeks. She sucks them outside in to look like a starved
person. She puts her face next to mine, side by side, and we look
at each other in the mirror.

“You can see your character in your face,” I say to my daughter
without thinking. “You can see your future.”

“What do you mean?” she says.

And now I have to fight back my feeling. These two faces, I think,
so much the same! The same happiness, the same sadness, the
same good fortune, the same faults.

I am seeing myself and my mother, back in China, when I was a
young girl. (256)
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“Dont be silly. Our nose isn’t so bad,” she says. “It makes us look
devious.” She looks pleased.

“What is this word, ‘devious,” I ask.

“It means we're looking one way, while following another.

We're for one side and also the other. We mean what we say, but
our intentions are different.”

“People can see this in our face?”

My daughter laughs. “Well, not everything that we're thinking.
They just know we're two-faced.”

“This is good?”

“This is good if you get what you want.” (266)
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Yet part of me also thinks the whole 1dea makes perfect sense.
The three of us, leaving our differences behind, stepping on the
plane together, sitting side by side, lifting off, moving west to
reach the East. (184)
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This 1s how a daughter honors her mother. It is shou so deep it is

iIn your bones. The pain of the nothing. The pain you must forget.
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Because sometimes that is the only way to remember what is in
your bones. You must peel off your skin, and that of your mother,
and her mother before her. Until there 1s nothing. No scar, no
skin, no flesh. (48)

trlol= ARl ofwyrt gy E dur] fste] dxle ==
FAE 2 Fol oyl gs E44s 2 Ao 2 =442 ‘mieta
el Aolal Az A == w Ho|7kx] EAThal Eekiv
teo]7b o] RS BollAl BEk= o4y oAl Al BEs Fdl o]
A7) wiEelth B8 dxlEvE AHskeol, o9k 22 “etrole] &
& EUaAe 119Ag7(264)= & Holer. "Wl S]] ojor|E &
3 dHow s ddE RUAAE HolFa Atk oA &I A
o7 F=rell 3= AYE Al ofH el el Fols ok sh=A RE
thar S o QkelolrE vl ojwu= dl w ol U= (40)EAL A

©

bl ojrizl Yuol 248 w oy
Sk Aol oAt SR 1

r}
Aol wjel SlelA Mg AHAY el

Mo o
o =

Mo

2
=&y o

£ oy

> o 3T
i

1~

N4
2

_\1%\]
Hﬁ,_l_,

e

o

=z

o

o

>
dlo ¢
Mo 1o M

o Hr
ol
tlo
1
X

(0]
%
X
(o
o,
|
2

L 2

w N

AC)
il
=
N
>
Y
ol
O
3%
_—\1 o
2
=)
o
D)
r>,
1o
£
=2
ol

i
|
¥2
rr
i
F>
il
e el
L
o
N
N
D)
o
>
s
2

= u
Mo & [ ot T R

)
N
i
e
Y
>

flo 1
=

N

jin?

32,

~N

%

o

i

ol

g
R
il
s
= o
=

o Mg A
o

g8 8
T
fu
N7
o
X,
%

i)
il

ml N &
K
H

o %9

)
o
rir
D)
r>,
o
w MR
9
ol 1o

2

X

~
Elm
-
Ly e
TN

Y
= o,
£ M
— =

(o
it
N
2
>
rl
N
By
i
1o
=
oy
0, -
= o>
> =
TN
o
e
Ac)
ot
d
N i
=2
2
¥o

M =
)
r
1o b

2
o,
il

S,
tlo
ro,
1>
ol
B
i
o
=
Y
o,

Rt = ZRE R AR A 2 o=yt
? U7E e Eelar HA oAby wie]

A
WAyl Al Blofxtar, A A3k -1

Collection @ chosun



R g ge Bt @ WA, @& 9/ by yelem sAu, ¢
W R ge P 7k g Aotk

And even though I taught my daughter the opposite, still she came
out the same way! Maybe it is because she was born to me and
she was born a girl. And I was born to my mother and I was born
a girl. All of us are like stairs, one step after another, going up

and down, but all going the same way. (215)
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“A girl is like a young tree,” she said. “You must stand tall and
listen to your mother standing next to you. That is the only way

to grow strong and straight. But if you bend to listen to other
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you will grow crooked and weak. You will fall to the

people,

ground with the first strong wind. And then you will be like a

weed, growing wild in any direction, running along the ground until

someone pulls you out and throws you away.” (191)
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That night I dreamt I was wandering through the garden. The
trees and bushes were covered with mist. And then I spotted Old
Mr. Chou and my mother off in the distance, their busy movements
swirling the fog around them. They were bending over one of the
planter boxes.

“There she is!” cried my mother. Old Mr. Chou smiled at me and
waved. I walked up to my mother and saw that she was hovering
over something, as if she were tending a baby.

“See,” she said, beaming. “I have just planted them this morning,
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some for you, some for me.”
And below the heimongmong, all along the ground, were weeds

already spilling out over the edges, running wild in every direction.
(196)
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“For woman is yin," she cried sadly, "the darkness within, where
untempered passions lie. And man is yang, bright truth lighting our
minds.” (81)
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At first I thought it was because I was raised with all this Chinese
humility,” Rose said. “Or that maybe it was because when you're
Chinese you're supposed to accept everything, flow with the Tao

and not make waves. But my therapist said, Why do you blame

your culture, your ethnicity? [. .. 17 (156)
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She can see all this. And it annoys me that all she sees are the
bad parts. But then I look around and everything she’s said is true.
And this convinces me she can see what else is going on, between
Harold and me. She knows what’s going to happen to us. (151)
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So this 1s what I will do. I will gather together my past and look. I
will see a thing that has already happened. The pain that cut my
spirit loose. I will hold that pain in my hand until it becomes hard
and shiny, more clear. And then my fierceness can come back, my
golden side, my black side. I will use this sharp pain to penetrate
my daughter’s tough skin and cut her tiger spirit loose. She will
fight me, because this is the nature of two tigers. But I will win
and give her my spirit, because this i1s the way a mother loves her
daughter. (252)
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