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ABSTRACT

The Realities and Perception of
Home Economics Education by Full Implementation in
Middle School Free Learning Semester
: Focused on the Area of Chungnam

Hwang Hye-Young
Advisor : Prof. Jung Ok-Im
Major in Technology and Home—-economics Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

This research aims at investigating the management of home-economics
education for free learning semester, 2016, and offering the data for the
management of home-economics education for free learning semester by
examining the actual operation of home-economics education for free
learning semester in Chungnam Province with the system of free learning
semester carried out in a full scale and by analyzing students’ and
teachers’ understanding of home-economics educational activities.

Accordingly, in this research, 186 schools’ operation plan for free
learning semester downloaded from the website of Chungnam Education
Office were analyzed targeting the middle schools located in Chungnam
following the full-scale implementation of free learning semester, 2016. In
addition, for the investigation into students’ recognition of the operation of
technology and home-economics education for free learning semester,
nonprobability sampling was conducted on 3 schools among the 186 middle
schools in Chungnam, a survey was carried out on 516 students, and 434
sets of responds were statistically processed and analyzed except for 82

sets which had insincere answers or had been omitted. For the
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investigation into teachers’ understanding of the operation of technology
and home-economics education for free learning semester, nonprobability
sampling was performed targeting home-economics teachers in Chungnam,
so 45 teachers with the experience of free learning semester responded to
the survey, and their answers were statistically processed and analyzed. As
for the analysis method, SPSS for windows 23.0 version was used, and
descriptive statistic analysis(frequency, percentage, mean), cross analysis(x
?), and independent sample t-test were carried out.

As the study results, first, it should be noted that the lesson hours of
‘curriculum’ must be maintained, and the measures to actively set up and
manage the programs of ‘theme selection activities.’

Second, even though the subordinate chapter of ‘career exploration and
life planning’ is the one appropriate for free learning semester and
applicable for career search, it has not been selected for the full-scale
implementation of free learning semester, so its application plan needs to
be made actively.

Third, the learning contents of the area of family life took up many parts
of free learning semester activities(career exploration activities)’, which
seems to be the efforts to deal with the contents of human development
and career in home-economics education curriculum. In particular, free
learning semester in Chungnam needs continuous development more in
order to come up with activities for career experience distinct and unique
only to the free learning semester system of Chungnam.

Fourth, some answered that it was not helpful for their career selection
or career activities were not interesting, so students’ tendency and
interests must be reflected to home-economics education for free learning
semester henceforth, and the career education has to be offered which can
help students develop life competency in their life, and the classes with
characteristics unique to home-economics education should help students
choose their career.

Fifth, it is necessary to offer home-economics teachers programs related
to free learning semester and a good quality of training through which they
will be able to accept students’ interests. In addition, home-economics

teachers have deep understanding of the areas students are interested in
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for their career exploration, and make efforts for home-economics classes
with which both students and teachers can be satisfied for free learning
semester.

Moreover, as home—-economics education as a practical subject is
appropriate for the intention of free learning semester, the teachers became
more aware of the importance of home-economics education, and the
students also thought it was an enjoyable, memorable and meaningful
home-economics education without burden of examination, if what to be
corrected and supplemented is actively examined and positively operated by
teachers, students, schools and local communities in harmony in the future,
home-economics education for free learning semester will be successfully
managed.

Lastly, the most important key to the operation of home—economics
education for free Ilearning semester can be expectably said to be
‘teachers’ competency’, so teachers must make ceaseless efforts for the
improvement of their expertise, and it needs to be run through everyone’s

harmonious cooperation.
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