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ABSTRACT

EFL Middle School Students’ Perceptions about
English Newspapers in Education: Reading and

Writing Skills and Learning Motivation

Juhui Park
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to examine perceptions of EFL middle
school students about English newspapers in education, focusing on
reading and writing skills and learning motivation. Ten middle
school students at a private institute participated in the study. The
class using English newspapers was conducted for 30 minutes three
times a week from April 4 to April 15. Before the experimental class,
the students were asked to fill out pre—questionnaire about their
perceptions of reading and writing and learning motivation in English.
In for the experimental class, the students read newspaper articles
and performed related activities such as guessing titles, searching
topic sentences, summarizing the articles and debating. And they also
wrote some reflections after reading the articles. After the
experiment, they were asked to fill out a post—questionnaire. The

content and number of pre— and post— questionnaire items were the
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same. The participants’ perceptions were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics and conducting paired sample t-tests. The
results of the study were summarized as follows: The difference
between pre—post in perceptions about writing skills was significantly
different. That is, the scores on the post-questionnaire were
significantly higher than pre-questionnaire. However, the post scores
on the perceptions in reading skills and learning motivation were
higher than pre—questionnaire, but the difference was not significant.
In the interview, the student showed that they felt their English
abilities were improved and were willing to study more with English

newspapers.
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How Should Dogs wear pants?

(1) However, many other people disagreed.
“Dogs have four legs, so their pants should go on each leg,” one person wrote.
The debate started when someone posted a picture on Facebook. The picture

rapidly spread to other websites and social networking sites.

(2)People around the world have recently been trying hard to answer a funny

question. What is the correct way for a dog to wear pants?

(3) Most people responded by saying that dogs should wear pants on just their
back legs. They claimed that this is correct because it is the same way that

people wear pants.

(4)Interestingly, at least one company has tried to settle the debate in the real
world. It is making and selling pants that cover all of a dog's legs. The pants

keep dogs from getting cold and dirty when they play outside.

(5)The picture showed two dogs wearing pants in different ways. One of them
wore pant s that covered all four of its legs. The other dog had on pants that

covered only its two hind legs. The picture asked people to decide which method

is correct.

Vocabulary

settle claim respond
method hind leg spread
rapidly debate correct
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