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ABSTRACT

The Method of Moral Education in Ethics

of Caring : Based on Empathy and Literary Imagination

of M. Nussbaum

Choi Su—-gyeong
Advisor : Prof. Heon-yeong Seol Ph.D.
Major in Ethics Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

In this study, I examine ethics of caring —a new area of ethics— studied
by Gilligan and Noddings, who recognized the limitations of ethics of
justice. Furthermore, I discuss the concept and importance of ethics of
caring.

Also, I review Nussbaum's literary imagination, which is a methodology
of practicing ethics of caring. Literary imagination enhances the capacity of
empathy, that helps to practice ethics of caring.

Due to material civilization, people in modern society experience are
being isolated and excluded. In the education field, people feel the
limitation of ethics of justice, being to discuss on alternative. The
alternative is the ethics of caring. Caring is not moral inclination of female
specific, but an attitude that moral humans should possess. Those who

propose it are Gilligan and Noddings. Noddings is the one who extends it
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to the education field. The specific methodologies are modeling, dialogue,
practice, confirmation. Modeling is to show how to form caring relationships
with students. Dialogue is to communicate with one another concentrating.
Practice is experience to care others. Confirmation is to recognize the
Other's strengths.

However 1 propose a fundamental work prior to applying the above
mentioned four principles. That is to nurture the capacity of empathy.
Because modeling, dialogue, practice and confirmation can work after
possessing the capacity of sympathy. Then, how can nurture the capacity of
empathy?

In this regard, I focus on Nussbaum'’s literary imagination.

In this study, I contend that nurturing literary imagination is essential as
the way of practicing caring. Educating literary imagination enables students
to have an attitude to practice caring others. The attitude itself is empathy.
Because empathy is the first step to take practicing caring others,

educating literary imagination is important.
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