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ABSTRACT

Specialized High School Students' Motivation,
Attitude, and English Achievement Based on Their

Career Preferences

Ji eun Jang
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to identify motivation and attitudes
of English learning based on their career preferences: college track
vs. job track. In addition, this study was also examined the
relationship between motivation, attitudes and English achievement.

The subjects of this study consisted of 118 second grade and 78
third grade students at specialized high school in Gwangju. The
questionnaire was composed of 27 items dealing with instrinsic and
extrinsic motivation and attitudes toward English learning, English
class and English teacher. Students' English achievement scores
was collected by the final exam of the first semester in 2015. The
collected data were analyzed by the statistical methods such as
descriptive statistics, t—test and correlation.

The results of this study were as follows:

First, students were extrinsically and intrinsically motivated

although their motivation toward English learning was relatively low

_Vi_
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on the whole. Students of college track showed higher than
students of job track in motivation. But the difference was
nonsignificant. The attitudes toward English teacher and English
class of specialized high school students were comparatively
negative but the attitude toward their English learning was the
most positive. Students in college track showed relatively higher
than students in job track in attitudes. But that was statistically
nonsignificant.

Second, the students' motivation and attitude toward English
learning were significantly correlated with English achievement in a
positive direction in this study.

Teaching implications based on the study results were suggested.
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