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ABSTRACT

Gender and Race in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea

Kim Min-a
Adviser : Prof. Jung-Hwa Lee, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The aim of this thesis is to analyze racial tension and gender conflict
in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea focusing on main female characters,
Antoinette, Annette, and Christophine. I examine the complex identity
of Antoinette, a Creole woman who 1is situated between white
Europeans and Afro-Caribbeans in the West Indies. And then I analyze
Annette's ambivalent position in the dynamics of race and gender by
examining how she is both a perpetrator and a victim. Through
Antoinette, Annette, and Christophine, Rhys suggests that patriarchy
and imperialism are inter—connected forces to exacerbate lives of

women in the West Indies.

Collection @ chosun



9M7] G AdELS e gimARl HAEY Ao HEsH FEAd &
A7 HEE 0 Wity g5 A Few AN BES AelFa, &F Ao

, A% BEFoIATh JHEAAR] AL YellA AR ES Ale] RAaE e A
2 A Aolgkr). AE B EZE|(Charlotte Bronté)= TAIQl dloly (Jane Eyre)E
o Gl Al =Fsh Aolol dnl o ES o FS olopr|gtt. HEH =
FAE L RIS Fankd o o] AREle} Hdo] g9t el Hlojd A
< Az mebA TARD ooly o F1E AldlUJane)> A4l AMRE ©FEE]

R FAH e Hobrhs oo ek

a Agsta FAH o4 Ao AFL Wt oo MABertha)
e o4 %ol 54T T2 L(Creole) A WA Blol AT A
o =Yg 2w Ade] B A=t @Itk ARFAT Y] FHH o
go FTshe nEdd oA wat eld A4 nad Aeg At 4
]2 (Jean Rhys)= TAIQ] oo}y oA wsele QlEo] oA 284 Ae ]

sk EFt A Lol el FrR @ du

:LL%—E 19661 =1t¥ T%‘i}} AY2 7V vltty (Wide Sargasso Sea)deb= Zt

e 2 oo s HolEr A9l ooy 9 ‘ﬂ”"}% Fgarg A=
7ha vty oA FF dFolulE(Antoinette) 2 AR AT, AES w2
TAGE MJAE Aot IS wdez GFolES] o”l /\]X“ja ER-de
olopZ|E& AL Ut i GFollES] ooy E Fall LU vt o) AHdd =5
A2A HJ=AE AT T gis TREAA R AR o]l Gt E
7F &3 A Ass A e e 2elal ads G Wl AN 3
7]

2 ARH Ao Ax 9F BES nyEh
]}

B3 0 xfole] A7 Q1% ZEL wEolW ARFE FAUL AW AL of

Collection @ chosun



o 71 A

[e)

A EA= A

=

=

7}

W SEekt.

o] o ™ Ul o MmO E N ORT o Nr
N won R ge WK o éwrﬂmmﬂ =
r3 ) o ) _
- - M T o S )
= Jom T Mo W oo o o k- of E T o
R T L T S N S -
ojp ny e 5> O N R ~ X0 m
< = ) U o T o o R -
> o ML T AT R W
Ao HOR T o How b oF
o) ~ Ny E o = = OE il E OE ZT
i I o o) o woE o o gy iy
o = Mo T W TS NI R oK _WT. T
= 2o X e R I TR N
w mmm_uoﬂm.w_mﬂ X T ogE o 4@
R I < I M~ g =r £ ~
Y B~ o =t ~s " 1Mr oy g o Mﬁ & e -
‘l—l < )
N o HI;M W < ﬁi To lv_Al .o% M.ow E.# oy o = m.o
T O MEFITYa migNT Ex
fan ° 1 = = <X N
b oErziiiiosorms
° ﬂﬁ%?%%o o TN 0F
o R I Bl S T R o O M
. — 0 O
o it o o ™ A M%%%MA 2 o
N M = j o X T g 5 _nt oy o A
BT S mE P T RwaA D F TR ST
X = o) , ® M K o Ko 7 2 - ~N
o+ T 2T QN TRy
—_ ‘_t 5 i oy Mﬂ Y N B ot ﬂE oy X
° T g T o EC S Q gr o gp o X
-~ S ) o7 A il o) o E _w‘_ =1
my — X K| N o o) .om W - W oEr X
A oo =~ A P
e (e S e P
ri = m_u.o T X . :.: zT e :i or 1:1_ .Q _Eﬁ Of .ﬂl = o
<X N % T T dl i} 2._1 mwo = m_ m éo 2 W
O#Eﬂlﬂﬁﬂ%Mﬂﬂu&élmM%E ,:%A
= 5 < s e B H_Al w HA.I = .W o < =
LC S o|) oo ol ok e W o W os W B
W ooy o oo Mp I o ESNCHCACIIS =

T 7HREAISE A= h 7R A

g7t FE NG Sl

102

==
-

-

-

of A w7 oHE Ak
ul o

|

| 1A AL A

S

=

sk e = A

GO EE AR oA Eojd
A= P2 ZA~E(Rochester)e} Z&sto 24 ¢

st ool &5 X

o BE5e

S

Collection @ chosun



A

Fl[‘

Foll|Ev} 7b) 44T £3, 4AYE BN

oo

(Christophine)& &3 =9 Ao 7ZaHTh JFoly EE Yo

FFH oA At W 2EE FUE AAE Aol

=
"
sem B A% GmeMIEL A4s s A% pe a9
Q.

GFotHES oMUl ot E(Annette)™ ZFAA Ag&olghe o= I
A A& Aol e ALE A gt Zhdel A Hojur] s 17 Ak o
T @A #olE(Mason)#e] AEL oMETE 7MY AT AZshe do=
(Pierre)E SAl =Tl 4ho] on)E o™ O}L]E—‘E 3501]74] TE XES
A2 gFde A "k o] F EYe AES THF A3l A o} do] A=
A Aes o3 glo] =g
e T AfEZAR vtk 7F 7RE SeshAl dgske mAAQL A
L Aol s Rz g SARMEESC] As A QIS A AES
AAE] FA B F 2N TR ALSS} Al T)E o5 el oW AdE %
st=A AuE Aot} o]ojA = Fols GFotilES Edh2uR FAd
s gRET. 1 oF Aol T Atel b Akl ot ES] sk} wo] =3
Zdes AvEn ofF FAT FoHESY A4E *ﬁ%% &3l A& o] A=
At A J1F Aes AR ok 2829 wpA Y Aol A= ofdE, A
g rEY, ol Ee] Ads F3 XﬂiLTJQ]r THEGAZE QIE A WA= og‘ok
= A st g

Collection @ chosun



of| <} 3} s =
f5ds +dstd WMlEe] oA AR s 15 AAHS G ot
59 wEgor FFHAG Avol7te] tiedEe ke ZHWAY &
= A HAT G5 B ANA mdFEoA 159 AAF E4S B
B OOFEGAIRE HAS AR o] Fo A A gkt oo whel AR o] AujAAH
Wl o FEL A = Hal s S50 EAE e AAd o2
# Bojtk

FEOMES ARIA Wil wofFo] wR A ARIA| A Boju A & o

SAY G oL o]ES mehFA] gth PRohES] PT:el ojmitt
YR ES] FHES 2 HEom Wolselx] %S  ohleh Hojdh o}

o AL FFotlES] =l ofLFo et AW 3 WAEo] sl o

P
N
L
o
Au)
=2
X
e e

d
=)
)
o
R
4z
N
)
it
o
°
N
)
>,
k]
=
2
[e]
2
o
b
N
)
k]
o%
o
fu
to
>
A
2
ko
o
R
N
)
i)

It isn't nonsense, they lived in England and he was angry if she wrote
to us. He hated the West Indies. When he died not long ago she came
home, before that what could she do? She wasn't rich. (14)
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I never looked at any strange negro. They hated us. They called us
white cockroaches. Let sleeping dogs lie. One day a little girl followed
me singing, 'Go away white cockroach, go away, go away.' 1 walked
fast, but she walked faster. 'White cockroach, go away, go away.

Nobody want you. Go away.' (9)
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'T did do it," I said when I could speak but she shook her head. I hadn't

done it good and besides pennies didn't buy much. Why did I look at

her like that?

'Keep them then, you cheating nigger,' I said, for I was tired, and the

water I had swallowed made me feel sick. 'I can get more if I want to.'

That's not what she hear, she said. She hear all we poor like beggar.

We ate salt fish - no money for fresh fish. That old house so leaky,

you ran with calabash to catch water when it rain. Plenty white people

in Jamaica. Real white people, they got gold money. They didn't look at

us, nobody see them come near us. Old time white people nothing but

white nigger now, and black nigger better than white nigger. (10)
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As 1 ran, I thought, I will live with Tia and I will be like her. Not to
leave Coulibri. Not to go. Not. When I was close [ saw the jagged stone
in her hand but I did not see her throw it. I did not feel it either, only
something wet, running down my face. I looked at her and I saw her

face crumple up as she began to cry. We stared at each other, blood on

_11_

Collection @ chosun



my face, tears on hers. It was as if I saw myself. Like In a

looking-glass. (24)
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‘Godfrey stayed too,' I said. 'And Sass.'

'They stayed,' she said angrily, 'because they wanted somewhere to
sleep and something to eat. That boy Sass! When his mother pranced
off and left him here - a great deal she cared - why he was a little
skeleton. Now he's growing into a big strong boy and away he goes. We
shan't see him again. Godfrey is a rascal. These new ones aren't too
kind to old people and he knows it. That's why he stays. Doesn't do a
thing but eats enough for a couple of horses. Pretends he's deaf. He

isn't deaf - he doesn't want to hear. What a devil he is!" (8)
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Christophine, who had been in the pantry listening, came at once and
was told to find a clean dress for me. "Throw away that thing. Burn it.'
Then they quarrelled.

Christophine said I had no clean dress. 'She got two dresses, wash and
wear. You want clean dress to drop from heaven? Some people crazy in

truth.' (11)
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Still you don't believe me? Then ask that devil of a man Richard Mason
three questions and make him answer you. Is your wife's mother shut
away, a raging lunatic and worse besides? Dead or alive I do not know.
Was your wife's brother an idiot form birth, though God mercifully take
him early on?

Is your wife herself going the same way as her mother and all knowing

it? (61)
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‘No you don't go before I tell you the last thing. You want me to shut
me mouth about what I know. She start with Sandi. They fool you well
about that girl. She look you straight in the eye and talk sweet talk -
and it's lies she tell you. Lies. Her mother was so. They say she worse
than her mother, and she hardly more than a child. Must be you deaf
you don't hear people laughing when you marry her.” [-:-] 'Give my love
to your wife — my sister,' he called after me venomously. 'You are not
the first to kiss her pretty face. Pretty face, soft skin, pretty colour -

not yellow like me. But my sister just the same ..." (80)
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Do you know what you've done to me? It's not the girl, not the girl. But
I loved this place and you have made it into a place I hate. I used to
think that if everything else went out of my life I would still have this,
and now you have spoilt it. It's just somewhere else where I have been
unhappy, and all the other things are nothing to what has happened
here. I hate it now like I hate you and before I die I will show you how

much [ hate you. (94-5)
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They drive her to it. When she lose her son she lose herself for a
while and they shut her away. They tell her she is mad, they act like
she is mad. Question, question. But no kind word, no friends, and her

husban' he go off, he leave her. They won't let me see her. I try, but
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take her whenever he want and his woman talk. That man, and others.
=

she give up, she care for nothing. That man who is in charge of her he
Then they have her. Ah there is no God. (101)

no. They won't let Antoinette see her. In the end — mad I don't know -

hEE =9

W A7) A}

o

&

=
=

7
NERENUETE

A &]l o ET}

Hl o]
B

ol 4

)

)

3
=
o

hSS

)
i

o
N
#

o)
oy

!

oF
o

0

)

o7

)

o A

—

A ARAFAE M= Am=o] Awuo] 7oA <

-
R

A

B
=
£l

T

717(84) 2}

o

A

97t SR AL AT A AASE AR A9 ARHD A171°(83)

W
~

1l

0
ol

_lryl

—_—

0
=

R

¢
g

el
™

1l

=0

47

o ol A A=

T

51

°©

E

A
ot AARgA AFN HRE 25 BE W

==
T

~
;OO

ol
)

<]

&

s}

W

oh

ki3

7]

2
el
<

]

Apalel gt o
QEo|tt, AAEWL Abgto] ofd B

_31_

Collection @ chosun



=)

b

+

e

flo

leEoZ:

gk x] %
e of A ﬁ%lz °1§
A= =
A e Hi A=
ofell 3t 11
EdE 7

A

R

KeR
T

Qe )

i
ns
fo

>

K

ro
AN ot Moo

N
o

e <
& mr &

o

LR

x

28 2ERe] o) Umz
“ofAGole A, AEAE

Q

ar,

5 HQAT. 1 o)
A A 7habs)okx].

A A} A4 edxe”

She spat over her shoulder.
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'All women, all colours, nothing but fools.

Three children I have. One living in this world, each one a different

father, but no husband, I thank my God. I keep my money. I don't give

it to no worthless man." (69)
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'Christophine,' I said, 'yvou lived in Jamaica for years, and you know Mr
Fraser, the Spanish Town magistrate, well. I wrote to him about you.
Would you like to hear what he answered?' She stared at me. I read the
end of Fraser's letter aloud: ' I have written very discreetly to Hill, the
white inspector of police in your town. If she lives near you and gets
up to any of her nonsense let him know at once. He'll send a couple of

policemen up to your place and she won't get off lightly this time . . .

(103)
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When I first came I thought it would be for a day, two days, a week
perhaps. I thought that when I saw him and spoke to him I would be
wise as serpents, harmless as doves. ' give you all I have freely,' I
would say, 'and I will not trouble you again if you will let me go.' But

he never came. (116)
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And the man who hated me was calling too, Bertha! Bertha! The wind
caught my hair and it streamed out like wings. It might bear me up, [
thought, if I jumped to those hard stones. But when I looked over the
edge [ saw the pool at Coulibri. Tia was there. She beckoned to me and
when [ hesitated, she laughed. I heard her say, You frightened? And I
heard the man's voice, Bertha! Bertha! All this I saw and heard in a
fraction of a second. And the sky so red. Someone screamed and I
thought, Why did I scream? I called 'Tia!' and jumped and woke.
(123-24)
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I waited a long time after I heard her snore, then I got up, took the
keys and unlocked the door. I was outside holing my candle. Now at
last I know why I was brought here and what I have to do. There must
have been a draught for the flame flickered and I thought it was out.
But I shielded it with my hand and it burned up again to light me along
the dark passage. (124)
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