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ABSTRACT

A Study on Female Characters in James Joyce’s
Dubliners

Kang Ga yun

Adviser : Prof. Jung-Hwa Lee, Ph. D.
Major in English Language Education
Graduate School of Education, Chosun

University

The purpose of this thesis is to study female characters in James
Joyce’s Dubliners. Unlike some critics who have criticized Joyce as a
misogynist, [ suggest that Joyce should be regarded as an author who
had a deep interest in gender issues. I first examine Eveline in
“Eveline” and Maria in “Clay” as women who are victimized by a
patriarchal society. And then, the study analyzes Mrs. Mooney in “The
Boarding House” and Mrs Kearney in “A Mother” in order to discuss
their thwarted attempt to improve their daughters' lives. Finally, I posit
that Joyce acknowledges women as a source of change through Lily,
Ivors, and Gretta in “The Dead.” By examining these female characters
in Dubliners, the study highlights Joyce's implicit criticism of the harsh
reality in which women were situated in early-twentieth—century
Dublin.
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How could I like the idea of home? My home was simply a middle class
affair ruined by spendthrift habits.... My mother was slowly killed, I
think, by my father’ s ill-treatment, by years of trouble, and by my
cynical frankness of conduct. When I looked on her face as she lay in her
coffin... I understood that I was looking on the face of a victim and I
cursed the system which had made her a victim. We were seventeen in

family. (Henke 37 zj21-€)
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As she mused the pitiful vision of her mother’ s life laid its spell on
the very quick of her being - that life of common place sacrifices
closing in final craziness.

She trembled as she heard again her mother’ s voice saying constantly
with follish insistence: —Derevaun Seraun! Derevaun Seraun! She stood up
in a sudden impulse of terror. Escape! She must escape! Frank would save
her. He would give her life, perhaps love, too. But she wanted to live.

(33)
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table amid laughing and joking and she put her

hand out in the air as she was told to do. She moved her hand about here

and there in the air and

descended on one of the saucers. She felt a soft

wet substance with her fingers and was surprised that nobody spoke or

took off her bandage.

There was a pause for a few seconds; and then a

great deal of scuffling and whispering. Somebody said something about the

garden, and at last Mrs Donnelly said something very cross to one of the

next—door girls and told her to throw it out at once:

Maria understood that it

again: and this time she
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[ dreamt that I dwelt in marble halls

With vassals and serfs at my side

And of all who assembled within those walls

That I was the hope and the pride.

I had riches too great to count, could boast

Of a high ancestral name,

But I also dreamt, which pleased me most,

That you loved me still the same. (102)
o wa Zol vEhd tiEld A, a9, AE el Be AAke nlEolel: A

_14_

Collection @ chosun



=

How wolgo WAk, TUE AAle Aol A% AfAow wHsA ¢
oA Elel A7t Helbes wFA o Ae HojEn), vhEoh

ole] olulxe} AARAA A48 wlEhe o)Al ofael Akl AAfoluA S

e welETh mlElob} 1 ouAE AAT 71¢ ¥ dAE ARE Fiw

wAUQ wlejels AR oy’ = maAFGosH e ofmumAel A

3 sae Zada Ao

vhelobs 2229 XSk WMHE €R B o3 HAo Aot AE
ofe] FRRAA AslA FAA S ARRI FEHOE Hopht YA A

8o BAYE 42 tastn ok, Tela e Bele] e FauHoR

wev e A ARE AN $POE WolEels FAHe B

vleobs Aoz Welten AWRAT o)X PEom AL 9% UL
WolEel o Bz vlgakn, o Bale] ve Bl @ 4 Ak,

vleolsl AERe AHoE Ao FurhE Bl A% APA He 4

B oaEe] FEAQ AR FAY FHoR S Fold 4 £He oW

T oolge AFolehe ol ANEY el WakE & & Aok

s % AES Be FA40] AolHe] Qo

FH 87 G wel AN F LS BAL 98 Aolrh JHES

SR O F B guehx ghe 3 welFUA oled 3 44 2]

AE 7HAk 3 A ECdA L = Aol

ot
[-'O
i
2
IS

Ho
o
>,
rlr
a
44
oX
A=)
N

_15_

Collection @ chosun



. FHAEd B3 44

i

—

A WA Goll A olopr|gh =53 migjol= AYETE vE A8 FEE
Ao e SAAJN A4S AL AR AEolgks Ae 7HA Xe A B

S AT S A AP ECIUT. oJAlE Folxvt ad v o4 K3 F ool
Ed3t mheloprt HAY 2ES star oMy EA ] S Abe oSl diE o
o7l st k. e wiE TaksmFy o FuY §-Ql(rs Mooney)d  Tolmu
o] AY F-Ql(Mrs Kearney)e|th. o] F o5 gt Jrte ‘BG5S o83 &
g2l o5 FHstda == £&,7 B 71ET (7], TolmuyEe, 38
AJNE) Tl & 5 e AAH FAAQ Frhso] diF-EelAun. 1y A

=

Aa) o2 5 glo] 34

o
oft
ofy

o

L

(=
N,
2
Lo
N
>
1‘
O
fru
>
rlr
Y
)
fru
i,
9
[11
ol
A
&2
-
olr
)
r (
N
L
o
Lo
td
)%
rﬁ
o
f

Bele “Byo] gghHon & o4 (66)=, %A olop/IFt oYE
o w8l Be thAa et offAl B 747l olgo HA
U Bole ARE Fobh dwvte] WA FRUe dofurk. 1 45

= +FstaA M-S olFo] Uktth, 2yl obE<l A FY(Jack Mooney) €}

Collection @ chosun



D =2 FY(Polly Mooney)7} =], & Fy&= FHE z 23 Wy 7]

= A7IE AARE Tol v 2 &koy, addE ofnuyrt )ls I

CEI Gt 4L dotedd RF uhE ohgrh. ®UL ofd] WEm moE

gol t@ o717t BV AdalE FU e offle 4w o|Ad. e
oHETl 23 oAy A4H, 4L o8 & 2 &t wAs 99

Ak vl A gke] o T Helo] 7o)
A7 17] A2E GEE Felo] Brje] o)y o

=

Polly knew that she was being watched, but still her mother’ s persistent
silence could not be misunderstood. There had been no open complicity
between mother and daughter, no open understanding but, though people in
the house began to talk of the affair, still Mrs Mooney did not
intervene. Polly began to grow a little strange in her manner and the

young man was evidently perturbed.
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and in this case she had made up her mind. (58)
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It is all very well for the man: he can go his ways as if nothing had
happened, having had his moment of pleasure, but the girl has to bear the
brunt. Some mothers would be content to patch up such an affair for a sum
of money; she had known cases of it. But she would not do so. For only
one reparation could make up for the loss of her daughter’ s honour:

marriage.(56-60)
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Miss Healy stood in front of him, talking and laughing. He was old enough
to suspect one reason for her politeness but young enough in spirit to
turn the moment to account. The warmth, fragrance and colour of her body
appealed to his senses. He was pleasantly conscious that the bosom which
he saw rise and fall slowly beneath him rose and fell at that moment for
him, that laughter and fragrance and wilful glances were his

tribute.(143)

o Y-itel et Bele) BF | dhets ol duhe s UM E B
wol 571 9% @Bolt. Pl PHSOIA oW HER dslor 4TS & &
947 ob= olgolth, uhglE ‘@l ABE HHE ope] AvkA @A,

A2 vlebs FAES AL AAFIA FEE R oA (TofmUE, 4)

ﬂo
ot
S
i
(o]

ghan 2t FHES odEel 2E5S U 4 wehrlel Ay Fle] A
oA & HaE WdA F48 sk s AEe] A =dske oA
A BE HER B Zelt
AU FRAE “A7E FAel It Pojm e oY Ao i dF= WA
— 24 —

Collection @ chosun



XS HAT 146)ekar BzpetHA ofztelrle] A EANA 29 igs wed
T AZEE, e s 18 sk AR aelshda] wel weElE 2] a) A
SefA Ee HasE aTgt

A B EHEUL, A
A A N RANA B EE

A=}
T
“o W BeE aTeE Admae. Teld A7k T

“ofo}, a2l Wl A REE W HiA BUS W A
go e B4 BRAEL.”

I’ m surprised at you, Mrs Kearney, said Mr. Holohan. I never thought you
would treat us this way.

And what way did you treat me? asked Mrs Kearney.

Her face was inundated with an angry colour and she looked as if she
would attack someone with her hands.

I’ m asking for my rights, she said.

You might have some sense of decency, said Mr Holohan.

Might I, indeed? . . . And when I ask when my daughter is going to be

paid I can’ t get a civil answer.(147)
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-Tell me, Lily, he said in a friendly tone, do you still go to school?

-0 no sir she answered. I’ m done schooling this year and more.(177)
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-0, then, said Gabriel gaily, I suppose we’ 11 be going to your wedding
one of these fine days with your young man, eh?

The girl glanced back at him over her shoulder and said with great
bitterbess:

-The men that is now is only all palaver and what they can get out of
you.

Gabriel coloured as if he felt he had made a mistake and, without looking
at her, kicked off his goloshes and flicked actively with his muffler at

his patent—leather shoes.(178)
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—Who is G.C.? answered Miss Ivors, turning her eyes upon him.

Gabriel coloured and was about to knit his brows, as if he did not
understand, when she said bluntly:

—0, innocent Amy! I have found out that you write for The Daily Express.
Now, aren’ t you ashamed of yourself?

—Why should I be ashamed of my self? asked Gabriel, blinking his eyes
and trying to smile.

—Well, I" m ashamed of you, said Miss Ivors frankly.

To say you' d write for a rag like that. I didn’ t think you were a West
Briton. (188)
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A shameful consciousness of his own person assailed him. He saw himself
as a ludicrous figure, acting as a penny boy for his aunts, a nervous
well-meaning sentimentalist, orating to vulgarians and idealizing his own
clownish lusts, the pitiable fatuous fellow he had caught a glimpse of in

the mirror.
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