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ABSTRACT

A Content Analysis of Human Rights Education in

Social Studies of the Basic Curriculum

by Kim Jiah
Advisor : Prof. Jeongyoun Kim
Major in Special Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study is to analyse contents on social studies of the
basic curriculum by monitoring the systemicity of human rights contents and
to suggest where human rights education for physically challenged students
will go on. how well human rights contents reveal was observed and
investigated in social studies basic curriculum, textbooks, and self-study books
based on human rights education contents system introduced by Koo Jung
A(2012) to reach this purpose above.

According to the purpose of the study, several research questions were
established as follows.

First, How was human rights contents of social studies basic curriculum in
2011 revised special education curriculum?

Second, How was human rights contents of social studies basic curriculum
textbooks and self-study books in 2011 revised special education curriculum
in 2011 revised special education curriculum?

Third, How was the characteristics and subjects the materials seen
through human rights contents of social studies basic curriculum textbooks
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and self-study books in 2011 revised special education curriculum in 2011
revised special education curriculum?

Materials used for this study are social studies basic curriculum and
textbooks from elementary first and second grades social studies textbooks @b
O, elementary third and fourth grades social studies textbooks @b @), middle
school social studies textbooks @ & @, high school social studies textbooks
@ @ @ and a total volume of 25 self-study books in 2011 revised special
education curriculum.

School level-based human rights education contents system used in 2007
and 2009 revised education curriculum and textbooks analysis (Koo Jung A,
2012) was quoted and used as analysis tools of this study.

The major study results from the analysis are as follows.

The followings are the results related to the first research question.
Human rights related contents are referred much in social studies basic
curriculum, but the major contents by section are not fairly distributed and
the sequence are not ensured in the curriculum. There are some major
characteristics found from the following structure of contents as analysed.
First, A variety of topics correlated with human rights have a positive effect
on constructing contents of the curriculum from elementary to middle and
highschool regular curriculum. Second, the contents and topics are human
rights education becomes more various as moving into the higher grade.
Third, the elementary and highschool curriculum concentrate on values,
attitudes, and basic concepts regarding the respect of human rights in terms
of contents category. On the other hand, It is more directly shown in terms
of contents demonstration in high school curriculum by mainly referring to
laws and system rather than values, attitudes, and basic concepts regarding
the respect of human rights. Fourth, laws and system part are not referred
in elementary and middle school and sufficient in high school. Fifth, rational
human rights resolutions are not mentioned in elementary, middle, and high
school basic curriculum.

The followings are the results related to the second research question.
human rights contents presented by textbooks and self-study books based on
social studies in basic curriculum are not dealt with by domains in balanced
way throughout the whole grades.

_iv_
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The characteristics of the results of elementary school contents analysis
are as follows.

First, through analyzed results with contents category and subcategory of
human rights education human rights related contents are widely distributed
in the part of ‘I-1. recognition on rights to the self and sensitivity” and

‘I-2. recognition on rights to the other and sensitivity’ in elementary
school first grade, second grade, third grade, and fourth grade. There are no
part of ‘I-1. Recognition on Rights to the Self and Sensitivity” and ‘I-2.
Recognition on Rights to the Other and Sensitivity’ in elementary school
fifth and sixth grade. But human rights contents are widely dealt with in

‘I-3. Human rights” Values and attitudes’ from first grade to sixth grade.
Second, human rights elements are largely included in the part of °II.
Basic Concept about Human Rights’ in the first grade and second grade
and human rights components are greatly distributed in the part of

‘Individual Human Rights® and ‘Social Fundamental Rights’ in the third
and fourth grade, not in the fifth to sixth grade. human rights constituents
are contained little in ‘11 -3. Chronological Human Rights’ in the first to
second grade and third to fourth grade in elementary school, never in the
third grade to fourth grade. Fourth, There is no reference of human rights
contents in the category of ‘IV. Rational Resolution and Involvement of
Human Rights Problems’ from the first grade to sixth grade.

The characteristics of the results of middle and high school contents
analysis are as follows.

3

First, the contents’ scope of ‘1. Values and Attitudes of Human Rights
Respect’” in the middle school textbooks diminished much. There is a clear
difference in the learner’ s level of development, but

little human rights elements in the part of ‘IlI. Laws and System on Human
Rights and °IV. Rational Resolution and Involvement of Human Rights’
like elementary school. human rights elements are widely included in “II.
Basic Concepts about Human Rights’ , but never in the part of *II-3.
Foreign and Domestic Human Rights organizations and System.’ Unlike the
elementary school curriculum focusing on resolutions and involvement of
human rights, There are benefits of middle and high school students studying

human rights on the spiral curriculum, but the amount of learning is not too
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much. Third, There is little reference in high school curriculum rather than
middle school curriculum about the part of °
Rights’ intensively dealt with in elementary school curriculum. In addition,
human rights concepts are generally handled in “II. Basic Concepts on
Human Rights’ , but no reference in ° II-3. Chronological Human Rights.’

Fourth, human rights components are largely distributed in ‘IlI. Laws and

[ . Basic Concepts on Human

System on Human Rights’ and *IV. Rational resolution and involvement on
Human Rights Issues’ in the high school curriculum, but was just come up
in elementary and middle school curriculum. This part turns out to be
suitable and understandable from the perspective of covering the phase of
the learners’ development.

The followings are the results related to the third research question. the
subjects in materials presented with the contents of human rights education
in social studies textbooks of the basic curriculum are almost ‘students and
teenagers’ and ‘every human-beings’ expressed as the main character.
Distribution traits related with the main character in social studies
curriculum contents are as follows. Just as one of the traits implied by
human rights is to concentrate on the basic and universal rights, the
statements that the main character is every human-beings account for about
70%. Second, the statements that ‘students and teenagers’ is main
character or ‘every human-beings’ take up about 27% and not that much.
Human rights contents associated with  ‘students and middle school
students’ in the textbooks are highly covered in low grades of the
elementary school. Moreover, this tendency seen in the low grades gradually
shows up by the low rate as going up into the upper school.  Third
physically challenged students or the subjects of special education are not
described as the underprivileged person in social studies textbooks of special
education basic curriculum. Therefore, the phrase as the underprivileged
person are never expressed in the elementary and middle school textbooks.
About 3 % of expressions like ‘the underprivileged’ appear in the high
school textbooks. It” s because human rights is referred in ‘IV. rational
resolutions and Involvement’ , ‘IV-1. Human rights analysis and the
Solutions” AND ‘IV-2. Involvement and Practice for Solving Human Rights
Problems’ in the textbook, inevitably including human rights.

_Vi_
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The followings are derived by being discussed based on the contents
analysis results.

First, Curriculum research should be implemented for human rights
education contents are systematically constructed and equally distributed to
develop the particulars in the basic education curriculum. Second, considering
the level of development of physically and mentally challenged students in
human rights-related education in the basic curriculum, students study
universal concepts, his or her ability to judge whether the cases of human
rights infringement occurring in everyday life through the practical human
rights education are right or not should be cultivated. Third, mentally and
physically challenged students from elementary school curriculum should be
instructed concerning human rights contents and guided to experience the
importance of their life.
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