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Abstract

An Analysis on the contents Related Disabilities
in the Highschool Literature Textbooks

- focused on the 2009 revised education curriculum

Korea's integrated education started from 1970s and in the early 1980s and
as it is expanding, the number of special classes that support integrated
education are increasing as well. According to a statistical data from the
Ministry of Education's Annual Report of 2015, from 1 class in 1971 the
number of spacial classes increased in number to 355 in 1980, 3,181 in
1990, 3,802 in 2000, 7,792 in 2010 and 9,868 in 2015. There are many
studies being presented that integrated education brings positive outcome
not only to disabled students but also to non-disabled students. Disabled
students receive education with their classmates who go through
conventional development through integrated education and learn appropriate
behaviors of that age from their classmates. This enhances their
recognition, communication skills, and development of their sociality and
allows non-disabled students to enhance wrong perceptions on disabled
students. Non-disabled students can also accept the diversities of each
individual and their differences, thus having the opportunity to grow into a
mature citizen. (Odom & McEvoy, 1990; Brown & Bergen, 2002).

For a successful integrated education to take place, there are many various
programs being proceeded to change perceptions of disabled students in the
educational field, but the most effective education among these are lessons
through textbooks during a regular curricular lesson. The reason is that all
students can receive a systematic and linked education for persons with
disabilities. Especially in literature curriculum, there are many academic
curriculum designed to change perceptions of the disabled, and through this
students can accept the diversities in others and have positive mutual

relationships with them so that they can grow into a mature citizen.
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This research analyzes disability-related materials in a revised high school
literature textbooks in 2009 to aim for the practice of education for
persons with disabilties in order to enhance the attitude towards accepting
disabled people.

Research subject are extracted terminologies from classical literature,
narrative literature, theater literature in the revised high school literature
curriculum of 2009, to recognize the degree of perception towards the
disabled. Also, the types of disabilities were categorized to see what types
of disabilities were being dealt with the most. Also, the revised textbooks
of 2009 and the 7th high school curricular literature textbooks were
compared to analyze the changes in disability-related materials and
attitudes towards accepting diability.

As a result, there were 59 literary works with disability-related
termionology in the revised high school literature text books of 2009,
which was conspicuously higher than 14 works in the 7th curriculum

literature textbooks.

To categorize the commonly seen disabled people in the works, the most
common disability was physical disability (approximately 52%), next was
visual handicap (approximately21%), next was behavioral and emotional
disorders (approximately 15%), hearing disorders(approximately6%), and
communicational disorders (approximately 4%). In the 7th high school
literature textbooks curriculum, the most common disability was physical
disability (approximately 37%), the second common disability was visual
hadicap (approximately 17%), next was communicational disorders
(approximately15%), health  disorders (10%), intellectual disability
(approximately 7%), in 6th place was hearing disorders, emotional and
behavioral disorders, learning disorders, and the least common disability
was autistic disorders (0%).

After analyzing the reasons of disabilities to innate disabilities and
acquired disabilities in the 7th high school literature textbooks curriculum,
the case of innate disabilities were 18 works, with the ratio of
approximately 58.06%, and there were 13 works depicting those with
acquired disabilities, with the ratio of approximately 41.94%. In the revised
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high school literature textbooks of 2009, innate disabilities were
approximately 55%, and acquired disabilities were approximately 45%,
almost similar to the 7th high school literature textbooks curriculum. Next,
the perception towards the disabled was analyzed. in the revised high
school literature text books of 2009, disabled people were mostly seen as
subjects to "sympathy and charity", which was the same for the 7th high
school literature textbooks curriculum. However, the fact that in the
revised high school literature textbooks of 2009, the perceptions towards
the disabled have diversified than the past should be recognized. Lastly,
there were no works that illustrated disabled people as an always
optimistic person in the 7th high school literature textbooks curriculum, but
in the revised high school literature textbook of 2009, there were 6 works
contained such as &3¢ Algh #A4 4, showing a positive change in
disability-related perceptions.

The similarities of the revised literary textbooks of 2009 and 7th high
school literature textbooks curriculum are that they do not deal with more
diverse types of disabilities and there are more works picturing prejudices
of the non-disabled towards the disabled, rather than illustrating the
positive attitude of the disabled. Consequently, this research could work as
a basis for increasing the number of disability types as work material, and
also to include more works that depict the disabled as an always optimistic
person, should the future literature textbooks be revised. Also, through
this, it could contribute for right disabled perceptions for the disabled, and
also for the non-disabled to escape from the negative and prejudiced

views towards the disabled.
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