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ABSTRACT

Criticism of Slavery in Toni Morrison's Beloved

Song Mok-young

Advisor: Prof. Jung-Hwa Lee, Ph.D.

Major in English Education

Graduate School of English Language Education,

Chosun University

This thesis analyzes Toni Morrison's Beloved focusing on the
destruction of human sensibility which was caused by slavery. I
examine the ways in which slavery damages human sensibility while
destroying everyday lives of both black and white people such as
Sethe, protagonist of the novel, Paul D, Denver, Garner, and the
school teacher. Slavery causes Sethe to have a distorted concept of
maternity and leads the school teacher, an outright racist, to deny
humanity (not only slaves' but his own). Garner, a seemingly generous
slaveholder, displays superficial kindness while denying the humanity
of slaves. Although slavery has been officially abolished, it has left
traumatic memories that still affect African Americans' lives. The
novel implies that, instead of trying to forget the unforgettable, one
can recover from the traumatic effects of slavery through
"'re-memory" by remembering or re-visiting a memory. Morrison
points out that active participation in society and reconciliation with
white Americans are essential for African Americans who are still

suffering from the dark legacy of slavery.
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Slow, I was about to turn around and keep on my way to
where the muslin was, when [ heard him say, "No, no. That's
not the way. I told you to put her human characteristics on
the left; her animal ones on the right. And don't forget to
line them up." I commenced to walk backward, didn't even
look behind me to find out where I was headed. I just kept
lifting my feet and pushing back. When [ bumped up against
a tree my scalp was prickly. (228)
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The best thing she was, was her children. Whites might dirty
her all right, but not her best thing, her beautiful, magical
best thing—the part of her that was clean. [...] She might
have to work the slaughterhouse yard, but not her daughter.

And no one, nobody on this earth, would list her daughter's
characteristics on the animal side of the paper. No. Oh no.
(295-96)
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And if she thought anything, it was No. No. Nono. Nonono.
Simple. She just flew. Collected every bit of life she had
made, all the parts of her that were precious and fine and
beautiful, and carried, pushed, dragged them through the veil,
out away, over there where no one could hurt them. Over

there. Outside this place, where they would be safe. (192)
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This here Sethe talked about love like any other woman;
talked about baby clothes like any other woman, but what
she meant could cleave the bone. This here Sethe talked
about safety with a handsaw. This here new Sethe didn't
know where the world stopped and she began. Suddenly he
saw what Stamp Paid wanted him to see: more important
than what Sethe had done was what she claimed. It scared
him.

“Your love is too thick.” (193)
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love, Paul D hears the men talking and for the first time
learns his worth. He has always known, or believed he did,
his value—as a hand, a laborer who could make profit on a
farm—but now he discovers his worth, which is to say he
learns his price. The dollar value of his weight, his strength,
his heart, his brain, his penis, and his future. [...] With the
money from "this here one" he could get two young ones,
twelve or fifteen years old. And maybe with the breeding
one, her three pickaninnies and whatever the foal might be,
he and his nephews would have seven niggers and Sweet

Home would be worth the trouble it was causing him. (267)
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Right off it was clear, to schoolteacher especially, that there
was nothing there to claim. The three (now four—because
she'd had the one coming when she cut) pickaninnies they
had hoped were alive and well enough to take back to
Kentucky, take back and raise properly to do the work
Sweet Home desperately needed, were not. [...] the woman
school-teacher bragged about, the one he said made fine ink,
damn good soup, pressed his collars the way he liked
besides having at least ten breeding years left. [...] see what
happened when you overbeat creatures God had given you
the responsibility of—the trouble it was, and the loss. The

whole lot was lost now. (175-76)

gl AL e Eg 2lo] w3 BAEClE ol o] ¥ EXES &F
SHAl kA skA H3 Aol g v S shal ‘AfrE e 2dT A WE A4
S Ak wofA shel A wiQle] dvh QIS A ETHE SHEA Kol
FaL QAT 222 E inte] whmy ZAlEe] QI o] watEo|vbe AR BE
IUAE AT A wmelAl7h vhEeldl E thE Feiet & S glrh e
A= o) AE FAEolY HedE EFlA A S TPETh AS BolE
of 2AR2S HE vuketa, daAa]] FA5S sk Wl sl A4
T AT gE AFAAE HAFoRA A IS FEdu " 3
o]t
-5 -

Collection @ chosun



— . 2y o ~ X oM B o o
TTRENR R E M%%%%%W owmﬂ#.ﬂzmﬂ
A ﬂﬂuﬂoﬂmﬁ g N Waﬂﬂﬂwwﬂd ﬁﬂ Eaﬂﬂﬂudn.w_,dn
o) X ~ —~ 0 na . = ) '
g, BN H g Lo TrxmE e 4T R L
MW o W A — ~ —_ = 2 Groo o o T
I e mm moE X S J oy SO [ BN . R
By N o ol Xy X %_mszﬁeﬂﬂu T g T o=E "
crtEsieiel Tesrmig BlosTdg
o T Do o s = K = s -— NG
J X N ~ _
HT%%W&W%EM@MM G ﬂmLWﬂo_EAMM
o N oo T i i WL o) T op 9 o X T X oW M ™ <R =
2 oo 5y M# w: oy o N o T ow W R A o
S~ ) 0o IR < = - ) —_— T
VL T o2 _@. ﬂ_pdll o K = <X = No H oy bt T o bl - B N n_/no
o = ol i )] o o T o) T~ M o TR X
W oy L% o o AR A ~y B N~ S §
of o X o g ¥ F o w g oMo M T g
o O T ~ o = N 3 —~— = Jbw g X ~ o T 3 s
X E I~ = fins ‘Ikl o) ~— H;l ‘mw.M OR ..g HT =
Mo % 2 ol I T A I
N B s PO oy o A o A
RPNk of W = 1 N R e
e ) o oW R L Ty X T b oy
ﬂﬂﬁmumwmn_%ﬁo%mm T _FE R T oMK ® oo oW W oL R
A A e N R ® g Rem TR
— o M @ 4T o o = — % g om T o B e o B
B N e me T Wom L o TN B _Eh S S ool oL
Eoﬂu% ﬁomwﬂzwrw o KO %ww_s mw_mwdm i T = 7r oM A
—_— - 0 ) )
o op <P m M B ol X — = ot =r x n / Jo w_ﬂ_ T oo o = =
R S B R s S I R - G o
o B 9 (K = T oA Ui A B K
R X e o ofn A " O T W o) B o Wy oo B g B R o U
b X o ~ o T i - B = iy nCY
T oo NG Ry B RN TR TR 4TS ;
G o 2w om % = i?ﬁrl%ﬂ%%ﬁ]%ﬂ%fﬂ
o/ MI Mﬁ I =) L E oF Loy nwe T r T = %A o= o "
R S CH S PhmwmeoLw ., TmoH R
G RN L Fom LW TR
Kwmo o o W F N T | w” R T - S I T
o o o G < .Dr m cJ_ ﬁn = 2 MM 7o oy h Mook o) OB o ™
W T Y kT TR NN

_16_

Collection @ chosun



= oA
g =

.

IEE 9 Fol| sk oA Fele) e RATE i

“AlY, olEE\A B F A, 8 FEEY O F2 SelA Al
A glef?”

“oby, FoIE. fissUTh” 2YTE 2ETh

CARQIEZFO] drkd AAA?T

A dEe

R P S RS IS

"Tell em, Jenny. You live any better on any place before
mine?"

"No, sir," she said. "No place."

"How long was you at Sweet Home?"

"Ten year, I believe."

"Ever go hungry?"

"No, sir."

"Cold?"

"No, sir."
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"Yes, sir, you did," she said, thinking, But you got my boy
and I'm all broke down. You be renting him out to pay for
me way after I'm gone to Glory. (171-72)

"Did I let Halle buy you or not?"

"Anybody lay a hand on you?"

"No, sir."
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Once, long ago, she was soft, trusting. She trusted Mrs.
Garner and her husband too. She knotted the earrings into
her underskirt to take along, not so much to wear but to
hold.

Earrings that made her believe she could discriminate among
them. That for every school-teacher there would be an Amy;
that for every pupil there was a Garner, or Bodwin, or even
a sheriff, whose touch at her elbow was gentle and who
looked away when she nursed. But she had come to believe
every one of Baby Suggs' last words and buried all

recollection of them and luck. (222)
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After Alfred he had shut down a generous portion of his
head, operating on the part that helped him walk, eat, sleep,
sing. [...] The box had done what Sweet Home had not, what
working like an ass and living like a dog had not: drove him

crazy so he would not lose his mind. (49)
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He would keep the rest where it belonged:
sweet sturdy woman, for if she got a whiff of the contents it

was no red heart bright as Mister's comb beating in him.

would shame him. And it would hurt her to know that there
(86)

tin buried in his chest where a red heart used to be. Its lid
rusted shut. He would not pry it loose now in front of his
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For years Paul D believed schoolteacher broke into children
what Garner had raised into men. And it was that that made
them run off. Now, plagued by the contents of his tobacco tin,
he wondered how much difference there really was between
before schoolteacher and after. Garner called and announced
them men—but only on Sweet Home, and by his leave. [...]
Because they had been isolated in a wonderful lie, dismissing
Halle's and Baby Suggs' life before Sweet Home as bad luck.
Ignorant of or amused by Sixo's dark stories. Protected and
convinced they were special. Never suspecting the problem of
Alfred, Georgia; being so in love with the look of the world,
putting up with anything and everything, just to stay alive in a

place where a moon he had no right to was nevertheless there.
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(259-60)
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"They got me out of jail," Sethe once told Baby Suggs.
"They also put you in it," she answered.

"They drove you 'cross the river."

"On my son's back."

"They gave you this house."

"Nobody gave me nothing."

"l got a job from them."
- 24 -
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"He got a cook from them, girl."

"Oh, some of them do all right by us."

"And every time it's a surprise, ain't it?"

"You didn't used to talk this way."

"Don't box with me. There's more of us they drowned than
there is all of them ever lived from the start of time? Lay
down your sword. This ain't a battle; it's a rout.”

[...]

"You mean I never told you nothing about Carolina? About your
daddy? You don't remember nothing about how come I walk the
way | do and about your mother's feet, not to speak of her
back? I never told you all that? Is that why you can't walk
down the steps? My Jesus my."

But you said there was no defense.

"There ain't."

Then what do I do?

"Know it, and go on out the yard. Go on." (287-88)
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Somebody had to be saved, but unless Denver got work, there
would be no one to save, no one to come home to, and no
Denver either. It was a new thought, having a self to look out
for and preserve. And it might not have occurred to her if she
hadn't met Nelson Lord leaving his grandmother's house as
Denver entered it to pay a thank you for half a pie. All he did
was smile and say, "Take care of yourself, Denver," but she
heard it as though it were what language was made for. The
last time he spoke to her his words blocked up her ears. Now

they opened her mind. (297)
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