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ABSTRACT

Examining EFL Middle School Students and Teachers'
Perceptions about Learning English Punctuation

Oh, Song-hee

Advisor: Kyung-Ja Kim, Ph.D.

Major in English Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

The purpose of this study was to examine Korean EFL middle school students
and teachers' perceptions about learning and teaching English punctuation and to
suggest learners appropriate use of English punctuation which is included in a
current curriculum for middle school students. The study also investigated the
students' comprehension about the English punctuation which is connected with
the English curriculum for the secondary school students.

For this purpose, 105 middle school students and 5 English teachers
participated in the study. A questionnaire for collecting data was developed
based on the previous studies.

t-test was carried out for analysis in degree of understanding between
education necessity and prescriptive statistics such as frequency, mean, and
standard deviation, and f-test were used to analyse the collected data and to
respond to the research questions.

The results showed that 50 middle school students had an experience about
English punctuation learning. Their learning place of English punctuation was
private English institute and the learning period was elementary school students.
80 students answered that learning English punctuation is needed. They
considered that English punctuation helps understanding of the meaning and the
structure in English sentences. 2 teachers had an experience about learning
English punctuation in middle school and the learning place was in public

_iv_
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education. The gap between the necessity and the understanding of learning
English punctuation was statistically not meaningful in this study.

In conclusion, English punctuation learning process should be involved in the
English curriculum.
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3) I like apples, oranges, bananas, and grapes.
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2003, pp. 194—221; 3FstA], 2012004 AST-&).
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(period) e.g. Close the door.
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(question mark) e.g. Where do you live?
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L oeE A
' (exclamation) e.g. Ouch! That hurts!
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4% lﬂ&loz gy wol} 7, Ag 7R 9
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e.g. Dear mother,
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(s em?caon) e.g. I have visited Seoul, South Korea;
Beijing, China; Ottawa, Canada; Mexico city,

Mexico.
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