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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Cultural Contents
of Middle School English Textbooks

Kim, Ji-yeon

Adiviser: Prof. Yoo, Kwan-soo, Ph.D.

Major in English Language Education

Graduate school of Education, Chosun University

As globalization becomes more accelerated than ever before, the exchange of
international dimensions is increasing rapidly in 21th century. In order for the
appropriate activities beyond the national borders in the world stage, it is
needed above all else that the language communication between different peoples
is necessarily done fluently. This is why English as a lingua franca, the common
language, becomes more and more important today.

As the purpose and extent of using English are wide-ranging, it is a very
important issue of the day that English should be understood not only for the
good communication skills but also for the cultural-related skills of those
living in English-speaking countries. That is, when people learn a foreign
language, it is very important for them to also understand L2-culture.

In this context, for our students, we have to correct, so to speak, the old
and the harmful cultural elements in middle school English textbooks.

For this purpose, we have to make several things clear in this thesis, what
kind of cultural elements in middle school text book appear, whether those
cultural elements are suitable for today, and which elements should be more
complemented when we teach cultural elements to student?

The purpose of this study is therefore, to analyze four different English text
books used in middle school in Korea with the following criteria.
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. How frequently is the culture of target language introduced in each chapter.
Analysing what kind of culture is presented.
Categorizing according to subject matter, type, background aspects.
Checking how equally cultural contents is applied.
Suggesting a better idea for English education for middle school.
The results of this study are as fol lows:
First, the result of the subject matter, half of list of 19 items were not
included in each textbook.

OO &~ WON —

Second, all of the textbooks were mostly biased towards one type.
Third, unexpectedly, most textbooks did not mention background aspects of
English and Korean culture.

Vi
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MIDDLE SCHOOL | _ 2011.3.1.
AA & o]Q17] 9]5%1 12

ENGLISH 3 A4 3y

2 =20AdsE d32 0120 CE EE22Z AIZolHL EF WitME AEE &
= Lot |l WAL 0152 2= A, B, C, D& EAIGHACH

1. AW LA
A tAl= 2 ©HRE 1242 sStSEs2 Us <E 52 201 246t
<H 5 AUWIA S5Es 24 E

» Start up » Talk in context

» Listen in » Grammar at work

» Listen and react » Words go together

» Read » Make a word

» Read and reflect » Write it up

» Talk talk talk » Cultures around the world

A S SHRYE RH WEsS 29 s &L

[Start wp]2 £ 2202 2t d4AS AlZo)| &0l oY S0AM BHLH & W
S 2HE st 22 HAlIstCH

[Listen in]2t[Listen and react]= EJ| SA9 st& SO B2 Hes s9H
AN 28 Ol StsSotH 2 2 AL JlsS 2ol [Listen in]OlA &&8t SIAIAE
Jls2 ZotHL MAD| Jisilt S&otd &&stLt.

[Read] 2t[Read and reflect]= S| A2 &t& ESCZ QHE, AIZSEYA, J|
HE, HHH A S22 MEEES Sol StM=S0l ME22 222120l CHol Dlel A4t
otl, =2 22 Solf &5st s2 0ldlotf=Al E&ot= 2101 E&0ICH

[Talk talk talk]2 [Talk in context]e= ZL5t)| EAlQ st& E=0ICH ANMAE 2
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AMAE JIS HRH £ = U= HES 561, BllM= CYst s0IL 832 S
off ABIA HIAIE AL E JIsS CHAl & B 28|, 20 e 2AALES I
SE 20IH 229 AMLS IS0l st W ool 0 90lz2 &#E&=X &
S &t

[Grammar at work]OlM= 2t ol 20 EAES KR0S 2H HUHAM AdEXH 2&
£ 2206t0 &&otH [Words go together]ﬂ [Make a word]OiAd= 28 DOIA HAIE
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[Cultures around the world]= 0l =20 M CIRENHE 2REL=Z ALIM HIM=
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Z&eE [Listen and

ALILNOIAE 12902 &g S & 2aks 220 F==2
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Cultures around the world]2l 5

2. BuitA
BuitM= 2t SRS 1212 SE5E8s2 U3 <E 6o 20| 4ot
<H 6> BuUltA 58S #4E
» Prologue » Read and
» Read? » Zoom into culture
» Action! » Language close—up
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» Writing studio

» Wrap party
» Self-check

» Real-life speaking

» Communication spotlight

» Talking brake with Bonggu's Diary

» Preview
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DWMAOAE 12909 && = = 234d 820 =2 ZEg= [Real-life
speaking], [Communication spotlight],[Read and], [Zoom into culture]l, [Wrap
party]Q 5JtX E=S2 SACZ 224 as AdFoIRULC.

3. CutA

>o 20| #dE 0 UCE.

» Before you begin

» Listen and talk

» In conversation

» Communication talk

» Enjoy reading

» After you read

» Words in use
» Grammar in use
» Think and write
» Project work

» Let's check

CutMel S48 24 HES B¢
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