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ABSTRACT

A Study on Secondary School Students' Perceptions of
Learning English Writing

Seong, Young-Ran
Advisor: Kyung Ja Kim, Ph.D.
Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

These days, Korean English education emphasizes the communicative
competence. To strengthen the learner's English ability, balanced four skills
such as listening, speaking, reading, writing are needed. However, enough
education of English writing is not performed in secondary schools of
Korea.

The aim of this study is to analyze secondary school students'
perceptions about learning English writing. Currently, for the increased
importance of communicative competence, English four skills have become
more important than ever. But a lot of students have more difficulties in
English writing than other English skills. So the present study analyzes the
perceptions about learning English writing and makes the appropriate
teaching guides for English writing education. For this study, a survey was
conducted with the subjects of 89 middle school students and 116 high
school students. The questionnaires had 36 items about students' awareness
on the four skills of English, learning English writing, and lecture of English
writing at school.

The results showed that the students had the lowest interests in writing

activities compared to other parts of English education. But many of them
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had awareness on the importance of English writing. Also, they thought that
learning English writing led to the improvement of their general English
grade. To increase the students' interests about the English writing,
developing the various writing themes and activities is needed. And there is
a necessity to arrange more time for learning English writing.

Many students said that the structure of the tense and grammar is the
most difficult part while they were writing. And they were aware that the
correctness of the grammar was the key element for the writing
assessment. So, they expected that teacher's feedback about the
grammatical errors would be helpful to their writing improvement. Mostly,
English textbooks and activity books are used as a writing book in
secondary schools. So effective and efficient textbooks and activity books
can help students improve their ability to write in English.

It's expected that the increasement of the English writing instruction will
bring the growth of students' interests in English writing and general

English grades.
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