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Growing up as a Chinese American Woman

in 7The Woman Warrior
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ABSTRACT

Growing up as a Chinese American Woman
in 7The Woman Warrior

Oh Sun-young

Adviser : Prof. Lee Jung-Hwa Ph.D

Major in English Language Education

Graduate School of Education, Chosun University

Maxine Hong Kingston's 7he Woman Warrior presents the process
of growing up as a Chinese American woman. The second-generation
Chinese American narrator born in the U.S. initially feels confused not
only because she experiences Chinese culture second hand, through
her mother's interesting vyet confusing talk-story, but because
American culture marginalizes her Chinese ethnicity. The narrator
rewrites Chinese women's stories in order to deal with the confusion
and make sense of her Chinese American female identity. For the
narrator, stories of Fa Mu Lan and Brave Orchid are filled with
contradictions; they are strong women and yet they end up
succumbing to patriarchal Chinese culture. No Name Woman and Moon
Orchid are victimized by patriarchy. Giving voice to their lives and
breaking silence, the narrator finds her own voice. In addition,
recreating Ts’ai Yen's story, the narrator realizes the power of a
woman's voice, which travels across cultures and peoples, blurring the
boundary between China and America, past and present, and you and
[. Building upon her mother's confusing stories, the narrator finds a

possibility to transform her in—between position into a blessing.
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Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts)= AEAA & 4 dxo] “F
HE" Atololl A e =4 w=Ql ool AYAIES 3k W&o AAA
A Aotk D TofQIFAL = A}A
A o AsFolty. HE ToQlFAL o= &Fe(Fa Mu Lan)¥ A A(Tsai
Yen)9] olof7| A T3] HAS RE|HE HPa®lo] AFAT o]ofr|Eo] EA s}
ARk Faoll A A E ojmy Hlo]H Q7] =(Brave Orchid)¢ AAolE WL
S-Eo whA 2AgE o] 5 ¢l 90 (No Name Woman)Sl a1&9} o] 2 A 1

o 7153} BAH Y5 olop] wF EABLh EF 300 ol FAS

-

49l 5431 gl wEoll 877} Aua)

oy

e

el & F AL

]

F7E ol F 9 7)=(Moon Orchid)®] o]of7]e} A<
A7t FHA mEel o zA mael A = thekek ookr|Ee] EghE o] gl
AeApel p AR S A vl olwl 24 oA o]t
ol b= 2 T4 v= o445 4o die T3 vas 27ty 1o
ot a8 a olopr] ol FAole EFA uFel oo
7= A4, A4 AAAE ds) 7ol Agskal At

s “olF fl oA7e PaEe o] FRE ATAH, Al T
A oy o] ‘olelr|slr) S Apale] 2] PA o upr AdEolt) Ee
a5 AeEAke 4 AoA EAcE oAl

ol
M, AAaEe] oyl BeelB 7= sty FAREE FEe] ofAdolar A

A7k AR AE

JH

ABEA NEATL =

1) A2 “FHE" Har “BARRE ] 533 FHEToletn FHsI o, ZE o)A
rRelE T 2 X}/] THE ‘/}E‘r‘ﬂﬂ ﬂm], H’“X}@r AMzate] ojmurt MedsS

(¢} = ]
A% W= AR HEET gF U A dEe BE 1ol TR f

_‘|_

Collection @ chosun



B ofd AAAY deuds A 2sAA ARle] AAEE Fev
(Chua 65). W3F, mpxuk olof7|o|A 72~

w79 @2 oFAEY FRNES
sholl A= T =l A4 A7k AL

o g Fe ol mA, o|RE FP2H

ﬂ.l(}

>

Aol Avtelz AR HelEe “o] AFol B AYFAEL P2Ho]

e dole <HD>E olalld o (IS Tl <HE>E L do
2 5ol gle 53 FAAT. of9A Fofo <H>= T <U>AH

gownt wof glom 7hed 2 %A A
A FHHbEZE? O Fdde] A Fues SAE A olES 2%

of, A& mwZol & =AM A7) WA ofY, AL wEd = jid

1
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[ could not understand “I.” The Chinese “I” has seven strokes,
intricacies. How could the American “I,” assuredly wearing a hat

like the Chinese, have only three strokes, the middle so straight?
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Was it out of politeness that this writer left off strokes the way a
Chinese has to write her own name small and crooked? No, it was
not politeness; “I” is a capital and “you” is lower-case. [ stared at
that middle line and waited so long for its black center to resolve

into tight strokes and dots that I forget to pronounce it. (167)
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A &3he A, o] BE RES o9

Chinese—Americans, when you try to understand what things in you
are Chinese, how do you separate what is peculiar to childhood, to
poverty, insanities, one family, your mother who marked vyour
growing with stories, from what is Chinese? What is Chinese

tradition and what is the movies? (5-6)
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They expected her alone to keep the traditional ways, which her
brothers, now among the barbarians, could fumble without detection.
The heavy, deep-rooted women were to maintain the past against
the flood, safe for returning. But the rare urge west had fixed upon
our family, and so my aunt crossed boundaries not delineated in

space. (8)
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“I cut it so that you would not be tongue-tied. Your tongue would
be able to move in any language. You'll be able to speak languages
that are completely different from one another. You'll be able to
pronounce anything. Your frenum looked too tight to do those
things, so I cut it.”

“But isn't ‘a ready tongue an evil’?”

“Things are different in this ghost country.” (164)

WUzt BAe] AaUE AL A HE AFEA A Ze] ool F
FAAAZ vhehs 290 BAY F Ak tobh, aRe A&A} vERe)
FHET] Sl A AFEA WA vheks e w9l

AEAds orud ] Be & AL BHstn “aRA FoEA U 2o obEL A

Y
o,
o
Yo
+
-
©
=
]
m
9
rf' i
o o
_‘\1
Lo
v

I “=ro] o] EHA"(201) MEAE st
=720 AE =AY O £#3Hs 5, bk,

3, Wz g s FE2s Fe A=l Wit =Yoo HEo] A

o
_O‘L
i
oot
¥
il
o
4
>~
N
4
A
Z
I

_16_

Collection @ chosun



2. S o HA}

TofQIRAb ) A W mEH Frle] HH MBS, S 7AW 3
g me Aom b BEE gle) hEa Wold 150 Fustn A Hol
S} BT st BTUY BHES 19

al
gome] A AL HolFth HAT B4e) QT g5d
1l

S5 F3% 25| oj2Ee] of7]% BomA AR ol vk, 3

$e7k A 12 o] ol Fol Hi A $7 A4 NS

Eths Rolth. $YUES oAl oA 9go] B £m ql] wReln
=

ARl AEAY 2% Aare 2eAgE 19 7}

When we Chinese girls listened to the adults talk story, we learned
that we failed if we grew up to be but wives or slaves. We could
be heroines, swordswomen. Even 1if she had to rage across all
China, a swardswoman got even with anybody who hurt her family.
Perhaps women were once so dangerous that they had to have their

feet bound. (19)
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The swordswoman and [ are not so dissimilar. May my people
understand the resemblance soon so that I can return to them. What
we have in common are the words at our backs. The idioms for
revenge are “‘report a crime’ and “report to five families.” The
reporting as the vengeance not the beheading, not the gutting, but
the words. And [ have so many words—“chink” words and “gook”

words too—that they do not fit on my skin. (53)
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“Buy nothing. Don’t bring one cent. Go and make them stop the

curse.”

“I don’t want to go. I don't know how to do that. There are no
such things as curses. They’ll think I'm crazy.”
“If you don't go, I'm holding you responsible for bring a plague

on this family.” (170)
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Mother would pour Seagram’s 7 into the cups and, after a while,
pour i1t back into the bottle. Never explaining. How can Chinese
keep any traditions at all? They don't even make you pay attention,
slipping in a ceremony and clearing the table before the children
notice specialness. The adults get mad, evasive, and shut you up if

you ask. (185)
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Brave Orchid saw that all variety had gone from her sister. She
was indeed mad. “The difference between mad people and sane
people,” Brave Orchid explained to the children, “is that sane
people have variety when that talk story. Mad people have only one

story that they talk over and over.” (159)
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But you don't understand Mexican words.

[ heard them talking about me.
penetrated the words and understand what was happening inside.

This time, miraculously, I understood.
(156)

You don't understand English words.

They were speaking English.
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